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THE OLDEN TIME. 

'' The oldefk time I aye, the olden time, 
Tho' wild the fable, though rude|the rhyme, 
Oh I dear is a tale of the olden time. 
Those times of marvel and mystery. 
Those times we never again may see ; 
When life was a wild and gorgeous dream, 
A meteor glancing with fitfdl beam ; 
When the knight prick'd forth with his lance in rest 
To far distant lands at his ladye*s behest ; 
When the Templar rush'd to the Holy Land ; ' 
When the Troubadour wandered with harp in hand : 
When the rosy Garland of gay Provence 
Wreath'd bloomingly round the warrior's lance ; 
When the outlaw dwelt 'neath the green-wood tree. 
Chasing the red-deer merrily ; 
And England's yeoman battled stour 
On the fields of Cressy and Agincour.'' 
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INTRODUCTION 



A FEW years ago I was on a temporary visit to 
England, and while spending a few days in the 
manufacturing districts, in the west riding of York- 
shire, became interested in the description given me 
by a friend of the burial-place of Eobin Hood. 
Having leisure, I spent a day in wandering over the 
grounds and examining the ruins of the ancient 
priory of Kirklees, where the h'ero of English ballads 
died. This romantic spot is about six miles east of 
the city of Huddersfield. It lies some distance from 
the public highway, and portions of the surrounding 
groimds are wild and picturesque. Beside a small 
clear rivulet, which murmurs through a pleasant 
valley, where the antlered deer drink in safety^ isoay 
be seen the remains of the old priory buildings. The 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 

narrow window is shown out of which Eobin Hood, 
when he found life was ebbing fast, handed to his 
trusty man, Little John, the arrow to be shot from his 
cross-bow. The spot where the arrow fell was to be 
the place of the outlaw's sepulture. So local tradition 
has handed down the story. The arm of the faithful 
follower must have been strong, for it is a full half 
mile from the ruins to the grave. On the top of a hill 
thickly wooded, and beneath the shade of giant old 
forest trees, overlooking the beautiful valley of the 
Calder, is the grave of Eobin Hood. It is a fitting 
place for his final rest beneath the greenwood tree. 
A growth of underwood surrounds the spot, and the 
scene may be as wild as when, five hundred years ago, 
Sherwood forest echoed the notes of his bugle, or rang 
with the laugh and the shout of his " merrie men all." 
Within the last few years, much antiquarian research 
has been made in England, for the purpose of 
ascertaining the true chai-acter of this celebrated 
outlaw. 

Mr. John Mathew Gutch has reciently published 
two octavo volumes, in which he has given all that is 
known of his true history, and has brought together 
the numerous ballads, poems, and songs, of which he 
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INTROBUCnON. VI I 

has been the subject, and which for so many centuries 
have taken a strong hold upon the popular mind of 
England. I am indebted to this work for the principal 
part of the materials used in the sketch I have given 
in the following pages. 

Another hero of ballad and of story, whose name 
like that of Robin Hood, is known wherever the 
English language is spoken, is William Kidd. In an 
article read last winter before the New York Historical 
Society, I availed myself of some rare documents in 
my possession, and of some newly discovered materials, • 
for the purpose of showing the true character and 
relations of this noted buccaneer. Having been often 
requested by members of the Society, and others, to 
enlarge the narrative and to give publicity to it, I 
have ventured to do so. The period in which Captain 
Kidd lived was one of absorbing interest, both in 
England and in America. He was a partner with 
men who exerted a controlling influence in the affairs 
of government on both sides of the Atlantic, and it 
is believed that a true historic investigation of his 
career will not be without interest to the reader. 

An effort has been made, therefore, in the following 
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pages, to show why it is that the names of Robin 
Hood and Captain Kidd — the theatre of the exploits 
of the former having been on the land, and of the 
latter on the sea — have excited so much interest. 
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ROBIN HOOD. 



The name of Robin Hood is. familiar to all who 
speak the language of England, and yet there remains 
much uncertainty as to the place of his birth, the 
precise reign in which he was born, whether he 
was noble or yeoman, or of Norman or Saxon origin. 
It is natural that reasons should be given for the great 
ascendancy which his name and fame have attained 
in England. It is evident that no ordinary man could 
have taken so strong a hold on the popular mind. He 
who has been the subject of innumerable ballads and 
tales, which have been sung and handed down by tra- 
dition from age to age, whose memory was cherished 
and whose deeds were celebrated by May-day festi- 
vals and country dances, was not a mere robber or 
deer stealer, gathering in his plunder and feasting his 
followers under the green wood tree. There have 
been disputants engaged in endeavoring to solve the 
matter. The one side contend that he was of Nor- 
man origin, of noble blood ; that he was, in short, the 
Earl of Huntington. They state that his real name 
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12 BOBIN UOOD. 

was Robert Fitzooth, and that he was descended, on his 
mother's side, from Guy, Earl of Warwick ; that he 
was bom about 1160, at Locksley, in the County of 
Nottingham, in the reign of Henry 11 ; that in his youth 
he was of a wild and extravagant disposition, and 
wasted his estates ; was outlawed for debt, and either 
from necessity or choice, sought an asylum in the im- 
mense forests of Bamsdale and Sherwood. The 
inscription on his tomb at Kirklees, supports this view. 
It is in old English, a correct version of which is as 
follows: 

Here underneath this little stone, 
Lies Robert, Earl of Huntington ; 
Never aroher as he so good, 
And people called him Robin Hood. 
Such outlaws as he and his men, 
Will England never see again. 

Died J December y 1247. 

An American poet, in a recent number of the Inter- 
national Magazine, following out this idea, has thus 
beautifully sketched an interview between him and 
the lion-hearted Eichard : 

THE KING AND OUTLAW. 

Robin Hood was a gentleman, 

An outlaw bold was he ; 
Eg lost his Earldom and his land, 

And took to the greenwood tree 



Digitized by 



Google 



ROBIN nooD. 13 

The king had just come home from war 

With the Soldan over sea ; 
And Kobin dwelt in merry Sherwood, 

And lived by archerie. 



Five bucks as fat as fat could be, 
Were bleeding on the ground, 

When up there came a hunter bright, 
With a horn and leashed hound. 



" Who's this, who's this, i' th' merry greenwood ? 
Who's this with horn and hound ? 
We'll hang him, an' he pay not down 
For his life a thousand pound. 

*' Come hither, hither, Friar John, 
And count your rosarie, 
And shrive this sinful gentleman, 
Under the greenwood tree !" 

"Stand back, stand baclr, thou wicked Friar, 
Nor dare to stop my way ; 
I'll tear your cowl and cassock off, 
And hurl your beads away !" 

" Nay ! hold your hands, my merry man ! 
I like his gallant mood ; 
Sir Hunter pray you take a staff. 
And play with Robin Hood." . 
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They played an hour with quarter staffs, 
A good long hour or more, 

And Robin Hood was beat at the game, 
That never was beat before. 

" Hold off, hold off," he said at length, 

And wiped the blood away ; 
" Thou art a noble gentleman. 
Come dine with me to-day. '» 



" With the quarter staff as a yeoman might, 
For love I played with thee ; 
Now draw thy sword, as fits a knight^ 
And play awhile with me." ' \ 

They fought an hour with rapiers keen, 

A weary hour or more, 
And Robin Hood began to fail, 

That never failed before. 



But still he fought as best he might, 
In the summer's burning heat. 

Till he sank at last with loss of blood. 
And fell at the Stranger's feet. 

He brought him water from the spring, 

And took him by the hand ; 
' Rise up !" he said, '« my good old Earl, 
The best man in the land ! 
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" Rise up, rise up, Earl Huntington, 
No longer Robin Hood ; 
I will be king in London town, 
And you in green Sherwood !" 

In Ecbard's History of England, published in 1708, 
in the reign of Queen Anne, referring to the reign of 
Kichard I, between 1159 and 1196, ho says : 

" In the mean time, England was extreamely infested 
by robbers, thieves and outlaws, for the suppressing of 
whom, Hubert, Arch Bishop of Canterbury, and Chief 
Justiciary of the nation, was very diligent and service- 
able. Among these we are told of a famous man 
calPd Kobin Hood, accompanyed with another call'd 
Little John, and a hundred strong bow-men, who in 
Yorkshire molested all passengers upon the high way. 
Some say he was of a great Family, and made no less 
noble than an Earl, for some considerable service, but 
having wasted his estate in riotous courses, penury 
forced him to serve his necessities in robbing others. 
Yet in this he was generously rapacious, for he never 
hurt either man or woman, spared the Poor and made 
a Prey only of the Eich, till proclamation being issued 
against him, he fell sick at a nunnery in Yorkshire, 
called Birkley (Kirkleys), and desiring to be let blood, 
was betrayed and bled to death." 

There is always a .disposition to ennoble those who 
become eminent. Especially is this so in countries 
where men are born to command. But notwithstand- 
ing epitaphs, and traditions, and heraldry, the bet- 



Digitized by 



Google 



16 ROBIN HOOD. 

ter opinion is, that Eobin Hood was but a Saxon yeoman. 
It is doubted whether the epitaph which has been 
quoted, was ever inscribed upon his original tombstone. 
In an old English work, published at the commence- 
ment of the last century, and entitled *' A Curious Col- 
lection of Remarkable Epitaphs,^' the following is given : 

'^ Here underneath this little stone, 
Thro' Death's assaults now lieth one, 
Known by the name of Bobin Hood, 
Who was a thief and archer good ; 
Full thirteen (thirty) years and 'something more 
He rohb'd the rich to feed the poor ; 
Therefore his grave, bedew with tears, 
And oflEer for his soul your prayers.'' 

It may be remarked also, that in all the early 
ballads Eobin Hood is mentioned as a yeoman, and it 
is to these ancient ballads that we must go for the 
most authentic accounts. It is well said by Mr. Gutch, 
that " the legends of a rude people are, when first pro- 
duced, wild and strange, like themselves, and when 
preserved only by tradition, soon become extravagant 
and confused, furnishing but very inefficient data for 
• establishing the certainty of political events. They 
afford, nevertheless, the only pictures that remain of 
the ages which gave rise to, and which preceded them. 
Our popular ballad poetry, part of which, in point of 
antiquity, may fairly be esteemed equals to many of 
our ancient monuments, has owed its preservation prin- 
cipally to oral tradition. But fragile and capricious 
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as this tenure may seem, by which it lias lield its 
existence for centuries, and still continues to do so, it 
is not unworthy of remark how well tradition serves 
as a substitute for more efficient and less mutable 
channels of communicating the occurrences of past ages 
to posterity." 

But it seems to me that it is only when we view 
Eobin Hood as a Saxon yeoman, that we can fully 
understand and appreciate the "garlands" which 
poesy has entwined to render his name and memory 
immortal. It is thus that we see the embodiment of 
the great idea of resistance to authorities where the 
end of government was to oppress one class and elevate 
anothei'. It is as representative of the Saxon yeo- 
manry — as the avenger of the down-trodden and 
oppressed — as measuring out to the lordly Norman 
baron and the equally lordly monk, the same measure 
which they had meted out to the original Saxon owners 
of the soil that we are to look when inquiring as to the 
cause and origin of so many popular ballads. The 
baron and the monk who had reduced to possession 
the fair lands, and who sought also to lord it over the 
persons and the consciences of the original owners, 
could hardly fail to be objects of hatred to the Saxon 
yeomanry. If they brooded over their wrongs they 
were but Saxon churls. If they chased and struck down 
the deer on their own ancestral lands they were pro- 
claimed thieves and outlaws. It must be borne in 
mind that for more than two centuries after the con- 
quest there was no complete fusion of the Saxon and 
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the Norman races. In tho north of England, the 
ancient Northumbria, a continued hostility on the 
part of the original proprietors of the soil against their 
Norman conquerors was kept up. By strategem, often 
the Saxon yeomanry sought to recover possession of 
the lands which had been wrested from them by force. 
We are not without an illustration in this country. 
Long years of European ascendancy in North America 
have not served entirely to break down the spirits of 
the Eed Men, the original lords of this fair land. 
Some daring leader still gathers round him his band 
of trusty followers, and makes a desperate attempt for 
independence and for the recovery of the home of his 
fathers. No record drawn up by Indian historians 
preserves their virtues or vindicates their conduct. 
If, as in England, there should be a fusion of the 
races, and if the language of the conquered should 
swallow up that of the conquerors, and the new and 
amalgamated people should move on in a rapid career 
of civilization, then, indeed, we might expect that in 
songs and ballads would be handed down the stories 
of the Red Man's valor, of his courage, and his courtesy, 
of his battles for freedom and the right. They would 
differ from the narratives of the conqueror, as do the 
records of the Norman monks from the ballads of the 
Saxon yeomanry. Looking then at the, age in which 
Eobin Hood lived, and to the condition of the country 
at that period, it would seem that we might find an 
explanation for his great popularity without the infusion 
of noble blood into his veins. 
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The view taken by a writer in the London and 
"Westminster Eeview, in 1840, gives new interest to 
the character of Eobin Hood. Placing his birth at a 
later date, that writer contends that he fought under 
the gallant Simon de Montfort for English liberty in the 
middle of the thirteenth century, and that it was after 
the final defeat of that celebrated leader at the battle 
of Evesham, that " the great English outlaw arose in 
his might from the very ruins of that noble cause 
which had struggled so glorioualy through the greater 
part of the thirteenth century, even as 

* Wyllyam Walleys that mayster was of thieves,' 

had arisen in the same period and against the same 
imperious and grasping sceptre, from the almost hope- 
less wreck of his country's independence. No one, in 
short, was at any loss to conceive how a man of such 
noble qualities should have come into the outlaw 
state. But when the memory of that first grand con- 
stitutional contest was superceded in the public mind 
by that of the newer struggles for political ameliora- 
tion, and especially of that for the freedom of parlia- 
mentary representation, which so deeply agitated the 
fourteenth century, the same comparative remoteness 
and obscurity into which the character and actions of 
De Montfoii; and his coadjutors receded, enveloped 
also that earlier portion of the great yeoman's career, 
which had been identified with the vigorous efforts for 
the common weal then made by the bravest and wisest 
of the chivalric order of English society. And thus 
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the latter portion of Ids life, the exhaustless theme of 
popular celebration being severed from the great link 
which connected it with the most stirring transactions 
of his day, lost its historic meaning and became an 
enigma to all, and to many almost a fable." 

It has been already stated that the precise period of 
the birth of Robin Hood is not known. Those who 
Jiave endeavoured to show that he was Earl of 
Huntington, have fixed his birth in 1160 and his 
death 1247. Others, and especially the writer in -the 
London and Westminster Eeview, and Mr. Gutch, fix 
a later period. The latter places his birth in 1225, in 
the early part of the reign of Henry IH, and his death 
in 1294:. Quoting from the ballad of " The Lytell 
Geste of Eobin Hood :" 

Robyn dwelled in green wode 
Twenty yere and two, 
For all drede of Edward our kynge, 
Again would not he go. 

He adds, "Edward I began his reign in 1272; 
add therefore twenty-two years to 1272, and the date 
of his death is brought to 1294 ; making him sixty- 
nine years old when he died. But Mr. Kitson, and 
other authorities, report him to have lived to the age 
of eighty-seven ; bringing the date of his death 
eighteen years nearer to that of the legend of the 
Lytell Geste. From 1294 to the date of the earliest 
printed edition of the Lytell Geste, one by Wynkyn 
de Worde, probably in 1489, or of the Scotch edition 
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of 1508, there would appear to be an hiatus of nearly 
two centuries of obscure or doubtful history in the 
records of our hero ; one and a half of which occurred 
before the introduction of printing in England. It 
is to the legendary ballad of the Lytell Geste that we 
must chiefly refer for the most probable conjecture 
that can be formed of the period when Eobin Hood 
lived, and the transactions in which he was engaged. 
There are few ancient ballads in existence, either in 
manuscript or in print, in which such a minute detail 
of occurrences is narrated, and of such historical 
accuracy. There are dates specified or referred to the 
best test of the accuracy of documentray evidence ; 
and there are the names of individuals mixed up with 
those dates whose existence at the same period is 
confirmed by national historians whose fidelity is 
unquestioned." 

*^ The Lytell Geste, it is generally agreed, is the 
composition of a writer of the time of Chaucer ; pro- 
bably between the reigns of Eichard II, 1377, and 
his successor, Henry IV, who died 1413. It may, 
therefore, be conjectured that the ballad was written 
not later than from eighty to one hundred years after 
the death of Edward I, or that year of his reign, 1292, 
when the memorable lines before quoted occur in the 
Lytell Geste. That during this short space of time the 
exploits of so popular a character as Eobin Hood 
should be held in remembrance is not surprising ; and 
another inference is admissible, that the first con- 
jectured editjon of the Lytell Geste, printed by 
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Wynkyn de Worde, may have been printed within a 
centuiy of the date of the manuscript." 

During the past year, the Eev. Joseph Hunter, of 
England, has published a tract, in which he traces out 
the history of Eobin Hood, showing that he lived in 
the reign of Edward H, and that he was an adherent 
of the Earl of Lancaster, at the battle of Borough- 
bridge, in 1322. Mr. Hunter takes the heroic narra- 
tive of the " Lytell Geste," bb the basis on which his 
investigation proceeds. He thinks it was written by 
^ Richard EoUe, the poet of Barnsdale, in the reign of 
Eichard HI. 

All these modern researches tend to show that this 
celebrated ballad of the " Lytell Geste of Eobin 
Hood," contains a substantially true narrative of this 
famous hero of England. 

The following is a new and accurate version, and 
considered as an authentic historical record of the life 
and times of Eobin Hood, cannot fail to be interesting. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE LYTELL GESTE OF ROBIN HOOD. 

FTTTE THE FIRST. 

O LISTEN to me all ye so free * 

That are of gentle blood, 
The while I tell of a bold yeoman, 

His name it was Robin Hood. 

This Robin he was an outlaw prond, 
While'er he walked on ground ; 

An outlaw of better courtesy 
Than Robin was never found. 

Robin stood in Bemysdale 

And lean'd him against a tree. 
And at his side stood Little John, 

And a yeoman good was he. 

And there good Scathelock stood beside, 

And Mutch the miller's son ; 
Of whose stout body there wasn't an inch, 

But 'twas worth a whole man each one. 

Then Little John to his master spake. 

All unto Robin Hood : 
Master, methinks, would you dine betimc, 

Your dinner would do you good. 
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Oh no ! then answered Robin Hood, 

Little need have I to dine, 
Until I have some bold baron, 

Or stranger guest be mine. 

Or be he some earl or abbot, 
That may pay me for the best ; 

Or be he some knight, or be he squire. 
That dwelleth here by the west. 

Now a custom good had Robin Hood 

In lands both far and near, 
Every day before he wotdd dine 

Three masses would he hear. 

The one to worship the Father, 

And one the Holy Ghost, 
The third was of our dear I^dye, 

For he loved her of all the most. 

Robin, he loved our dear Ladye, 

For dread of deadly sin ; 
Fpr her sake would he no company harm 

That any woman was in. 

Master, then said Little John, 

As we spread our board, 'twere need. 

That you tell us whitherward we shall go, 
What life it is we should lead. 

Where we shall take, where we shall leave, 

And where abide behind ; 
And where too we shall rob and reve. 

Where we shall beat and bind ? 
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» 

^ell shall we do, qaoth Robin Hood, 

Little care for that take thon — 
But look that ye harm no husbandman, -^ 

That tilleth with his plough. 

Nor shall ye any good yeoman harm r 

That Cometh by greenwood tree ; 
Nor any good knight, nor any good squire, 

That would a good-fellow be. 

But proud archbishops and bishops. 

Them ye shall beat and bind ; 
And for the' high-sheriff of Nottingham, 

Ye shall ever hold him in mind. 

This law to the letter, quoth little John, 

To practise we are content. 
G-od send us a guest, that our dinner be drest ; 

For the day it is far spent. 

Said Robin, go take thy good bow in hand , 

Let Mutch too wend with thee, 
And Scathelock, he shall go likewise. 

And let no man abide with me. 

And walk ye up to the Salleys, 

And so unto Watling street. 
Where ye shall await some stranger guest. 

For such shall ye chance to meet. 

Let him be earl, or let him be baron. 

Or be he abbot or knight. 

Ye must bring him hither to lodge with me. 

And a dinner shall him requite. 
2 
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They went their way to the Salleys, 

These yeomen good all three, 
They looked east, and they looked west, 

Yet might they no man see : 
\ 
But as they looked in Bernysdale 

By a path that secret lay^ 
Th6n came there a knight riding, 

And they met him in the way. 

All dreary was his semblance. 

And little was his pride. 
His one foot in his stirrup stood. 

The other waved beside. 

His hood was hanging o'er his eyes, 

Simple was his array, 
A sorrier, sadder man than he 

Rode never in summer's day. 

Then Little John, in courteous guise, 
Down bent him on his knee. 

And said. You are welcome, gentle knight, 
Right welcome are you to me. 

Welcome be thou to the greenwood, 

Courteous knight and free. 
For you hath my master, fasting. 

Waited these hours three. 

Said the knight, who is your master ? 

Little John said, Robin Hood. 
He is a good yeoman, said the knight. 

Of him have I heard much good. 
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I yield, good friends, since needs must be, 

With you to take my way, 
Albeit at Blythe or Doncaster, 

I had purposed to dine to-day. 

Then full of care went forth the knight, 

And little did he speak. 
The tears they ran from out his eyes 

And fell down by his cheek. 

Now Robin Hood at the lodge door stood, 

And when he the knight did see. 
Full courteously he doflPd his hood 

And bent to him his knee. 

A welcome, Sir Knight, said Robin, 

Welcome thou art to me, 
Long have I waited, a fasting. 

For you, these hours full three. 

Then answer made the gentle knight. 

His words were fair and free ; 
Now God thee save, thou Robin Hood 

And thy good company. 

They wash'd together before they ate. 

And sat them down to dine, . 
And their meat it was of the good red dear. 

And plenty of bread and wine. 

Pheasant and swan, and river fowl 

Was soon before them spread ; 
Nor wanted there ever so little a bird 

That was on briar bred. 
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Sir knight, said Robin, now do thy best ; 

Gramercy, sir, said he — 
Such dinner as this I have not had, 

These weeks one, two, or three. 

And Robin, if it chanoe again 
That hitherward I may be. 

So good a dinner for thee I'll make. 
As thou hast made for me. 

Gramercy, knight, quoth Robin Hood ; 

It never was yet my plan, 
To seek my dinner in greediness. 

And beg it of any man. 

Said Robin, to pay before we part, 

Methinks it is but right. 
For goodly manners never could let 

A yeoman pay for a knight. 

Said.the knight, the little my coffers have, 
1 may not give for shame — 

Said Robin, go look thou, Little John,' 
And little heed thou the blame : 

And tell me plainly truth, sir knight. 

So God have part of thee .? 
Said the knight, ten shillings is all I have, 
. As God may have part of me. 

Said Robin, if thou hast no more. 

No penny of that I take, 
And if thou have need of any more, 

PUlendit for thy sake. 
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Go forth now, Little John, and searoh, 

And tell thou truth to me, 
And if thou tiodest but ten shillings 

No penny of that I see. 

Little John spread the mantle down 

Full flair upon the ground. 
And there he found in the knight's coflfer, 

But even half a pound. 

There letting it lie, to 'his master low 

He bowed as full near he drew, 
What tidings, John, said Robin Hood ? 

Sir, the knight to a penny is true. 

Fill, fill of the wine, said Robin Hood, 

With the best, sir knight, begin. 
And troth, sir knight, I marvel to see 

Thy clothing, it is so thin. 

Answer me now in friendly sort. 

This word I ask of thee, 
Or wert thou made a knight perforce, 

Or else of yeomanry ? 

Or hast husbanded thy store but ill. 

And lived in stroke and. strife ; 
Tn usury hast thou lived or lust. 

And with wrong hast led thy life ^ 

O no such charges, said the knight, 

As these against me lie ; 
A hundred winters my ancestors 

Have been knights here as well as I. 
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But poverty often eomes, Robin, 
To man, or soon or late ; 

But God that sitteth in heav'n above, 
Alone may mend his state. 

Within these years but two or three 
My neighbours well have known, 

That I might spend four hundred pound 
Good money of my own. 

Now little have I, said the knight. 

But children and my wife ; 
'Tifi God hath shapen such an end, 
* God may amend my life. 

Said Robin, by what evil hap 
Hath all thy wealth been lost ? 

My kindness, to my folly great, 
Quoth he, hath been the cost. 

In sooth, I had a son, Robin, 

That should have been my heir. 
That scarcely twenty winters old 
" In field would joust full fair ; 

He slew a knight of Lancashire, 
He slew a squire so bold. 

And all to save him in his right 
My goods have been set and sold. 

The abbey of St. Mary holds 
In pledge of debt my lands. 

That are until a certain day 
In the rich abbot's hands. 
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Said Robin Hood, the truth now tell, 

What is the debt's amount ? 
Said he, to me four hundred pound 

The abbot h,e did' count. 

Said Robin, what will thee befal, 

If that thy bond should fail. 
And lost thy land ? Said he, soon o'er 

The salt sea will I sail ; 

And see where Christ was quick and dead, 

On the Mount of Calvary. 
Farewell, my friend, and have good days ; 

It will no better be. 

The tears they fell fast from hfs eyes, 

He would have gone his way ; 
Farewell, good friends, sith it be so, 

I have no more to pay. 

Where be thy friends ? said Robin Hood. 

Sir, never will one me own. 
While I was rich enough at home. 

Then boast full great was blown. 

But now away full far from me 

Even as beasts they run, 
As if they never saw my face. 

They heed it not or shun. 

Then Little John in pity wept, 

Scathelock and Mutch in fear. 
Said Robin, still of the best wine fill, 

For here is a simple cheer. 
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Hast thou no frieDcb, said Robin Hood, 
That will thy sureties be ? 

Not any, said the knight, have I, 
But God that died on tree. 

Away with thy tricks, said Robin Hood, 
No money lend I thereon ; 

Dost think such surety I will take, 
Or of Peter, or Paul, or John ? 

By him that made me, and in heaven 
The sun and moon did set. 

Some better surety find, or thou 
No money of mine wilt get. 

I have none other, said the knight, 
Sith I the troth must say. 

Unless Our Ladye dear, who ne'er 
Yet fail'd me till this day. 

By God's dear worth, said Robin Hood, 

Search England far and near, 
I never found better surety 
^ Than that of Our Ladye dear. 

So come thou forth now. Little John, 

And go to my treasury, 
And bring to me four hundred pound, 

And see that well told it be. 

Readily Little John went forth, 
And Scathelock went before ; . 

And he told out four hundred pounds ; 
Told them by eighteen score. 
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And call you that well told ? said Match ; 

Said John, What grieveth thee ? 
It is alms to help a gentle knight, 

That is fellen in poverty. 

Master, then said Little John, 

His clothing is fall thin, 
A livery must thoa give the knight, 

His body to lappe therein. 

For ye have scarlet and green, master, 

And many a rich array, 
No merchant in merry England is 

So rich, I dare to say. 

Of every coloar take three yards. 

And let it good measure be. 
Little John none other measure took. 

But that of his own bow-tree. 

And every handful he measured out, 

Over three feet he lept. 
The Devilkin's draper art thou, said Hutch, 

Such measures hast thou kept. 

But Scathelock he stood still and laugh'd. 

And saith, by wrong or right. 
The best measure Little John may give. 

For the cloth cost him but light. 

Now master mine, thus Little John 

All unto Robin spake, 
You must surely give this knight a horse. 

These goods all home to take. 
2* 
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Then take the gray courser, said Robin Hood, 
- And give him a saddle new, 
He is our Lady's messenger, 
God grant that he be true. 

And a palfrey good, said little Mutch, 
To maintain him in his right ; 

And a pair of boots, said good Scathelook, 
For he is a gentle knight. 

Said Robin, what givest thou. Little John ? 

Sir, a pair of spurs clean gilt, 
To pray for all this company : 

God him from sorrow uplift. 

My day of payment, said the knight, 

name when it shall be ; 
Said Robin, be it this day twelvemonth. 

Under this greenwood tree. 

And shame it were, said Robin Hood, 

A knight alone should ride. 
Without squire, or yeoman, or any page. 

To travel by his side. 

I shall lend thee little John my man. 

Thy steps shall he attend, 
He'll stand thee well in a yeoman's stead. 

And if need there be, defend. 
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FYTTK THE SECOND. 

Now as the knight went on his way, 
This game he thought full good : 

When he looked in Bernysdale, 
He blessed Eobin Hood. 

And when he thought on Bernysdale, 
On Scathelock, Mutch, and John, 

He bless'd them for the best company 
That ever he lighted upon. 

And thus spake out that gentle knight ; 

To Little John said he, 
To-morrow must I at York town, 

At Saint Mary's abbey be. 

And to the abbot of that place, 

Four hundred pound I pay, 
And if I be not there this night. 

My land is lost for aye. — 

The proud abbot said to his convent. 
Where he stood upon the ground : 

This day twelvemonth there came a knight 
And borrow'd four hundred pound. 
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Money he borrow'd four hundred pound 

On all his lands in fee, 
And if he come not this very day, 

Disherited shall he be. 

It is full early, said the prior, 

The day is not far gone, 
I had rather pay a hundred pound. 

And lay it down anon. 

Perchance the knight is beyond the sea. 
But in England is his right, 

While cold and hunger suffereth he, 
And many a sorry night. 

Great pity it were, the "prior said, 

His lands so to possess, 
If ye a^e so light of your conscience. 

Ye do him great wrongftdness. 

By God and Saint Richard, the abbot said. 
In my beard dost thou ever flee ! 

With that there came a fat-headed monk, 
The high-cellarer was he. 

Said the monk, he is or dead or hang'd, 

And by our Lord I swear, 
That we shall have in this place to spend 

Four hundred pound by the year. 

The abbot and this high-cellarer, 
They both stood out full bold. 

And the great high justice of England 
The abbot there did hold. 
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The lord high justice, and many more, 

Had taken into their hands, 
To do that knight a grievous wrong ; 

For the debt to take his lands. 

The abbot and all his company, 

Sore deem'd the knight bested, 
And if he come not this very day, 

He forfeits hb land, they said. 

The high justice cried, he will not come, 

Or will come methinks too late ; 
But in time to bring sorrow to them all. 

The knight he was at their gate. 

And thus spake out that gentle knight. 

Unto all his companie. 
Now put ye on the simple weeds 

Ye brought from beyond the sea. 

Thus put they on their simple weeds. 

And came to the gates anon : 
And the porter he was already there, 

And welcom'd them every one. 

Welcome, sir knight, the porter said. 

My lord thy coming waits ; 
And all for thee, more gentlemen 

Have come unto our gates. 

The porter then a wondrous oath 

By him that made him, swore. 
So good a horse for a courser 

Never saw I before. 
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Into the stable go lead them all 

That eased they might be. 
Stable of thine no steed of mine, 

Said the knight, shall hold for me. 

The lords were all in order met 

In that proud abbot's hall ; 
The knight stepp'd forth,* and kneeling down 

Greeted them great and small. 

By favour, sir abbot, said the knight, 

I come to hold my day ; 
But the very first word the abbot spake 

Was this, hast thou brought my pay ? 

I have not one penny, said the knight, 
Not one have I brought to thee. 

Said the abbot, a luckless debtor thou ; — 
Sir justice drink thou to me. 

What doest thou here ? the abbot said, 

Sith thou hast not my pay ? 
For God's dear sake, then said the knight. 

To beg for a longer day. 

Said the justice, now am I holden 
To the abbot by cloth and fee ; 

Now good sir sheriff be my friend, 
For the love of God ! said he. 

Thou hast fail'd of thy day, said the justice. 

Thy land in forfeit goes ; 
Now good sir justice be my friend. 

Defend me from my foes. 
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Now good sir abbot be my friend, 

As thee it may well beseem, 
And hold my lands in thy own hands. 

Till I shall them redeem ; 

And I will in thy service bide. 

Truly as now I sue. 
Till ye shall have four hundred pound, 

Of money good and true. 

The abbot swore a full great oath, 

By him that died on tree : 
Go get thee land where get thou may, 

For thou gettest none of me ! 

By God's sure worth, then said the knight, 

By whom this world was wrought. 
An if I have my land again. 

It shall full dear be bought. 

May God, that was of maiden born. 

Grant U3 all well to speed. 
For it is good to try a friend. 

Ere that a man have need. 

The abbot sternly on him look'd, 

And shameful names did call : 
Out, out ! he said, thou base, false knight, 

Go get thee from my hall ! 

Thou liest, said the gentle knight, 

Proud abbot in thy ha.ll. 
For a false knight I never was. 

By Him that made us all. 
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Up then Blood the gentle knight. 

And to the abbot cried, 
To suffer knight to kneel so long, 

Is an uncourteouB pride. 

In many joustes and tournaments 

Full often have I been, 
As oft in peril have I stood, 

As any was ever seen. 

Give more, giye more, said the justice, 
And the knight shall make release ; 

Or else I safely dare to swear. 
Ye hold not his land in peace. 

One hundred pound, the abbot said i 
Said the justice, give him two ; 

Said the knight, ye never get so my land, 
Whatever else ye do. 

Though ye would give a thousand more. 
Yet were ye never the nigher, 

I never mean to make mine heir. 
Abbot, justice, or friar. 

With that he strode to a board anon. 

Unto a table round. 
And there he shook out of a bag. 

Even four hundred pound. 

Here take, sir abbot, thy gold, said he, 

Thou lentest unto me ; 
At my coming hadst thou been courteous, 

Reward should have been for thee. 
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Still sat the abbot, and ate no more, 

For all his royal fare ; 
He cast his head o'er his shoulder, 

And &st began to stare. 

Take thy gold again, said the abbot ; 

Sir justice, pay back my fee ; — 
Not one penny, said the justice, 
" Gettest thou back of me. 

Know you, sir abbot, and know all. 

That I have kept my day ; 
And I will have my land again, 

For aught that you can say. 

The knight strode bravely from the door, 

Away was gone his care, 
And his good clothing on he put. 

And left the other there. 

Merrily singing went he forth, 

As men have told in tale, 
And his lady met him at his gate. 

At home in Uterysdale. 

Welcome, my lord, his lady cried. 

Thou bringest, I fear, no good ; — 
Said the knight, be merry, be merry, dame, 

And pray for Robin Hood. 

Pray that his soul be ever in bliss. 

For he helped me out of ill ; 
Had it not been for his kindness, 
. We had been beggars still. 
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I am not in that abbot's debt, 

For he has now his pay : 
It was that good yeoman lent it me, 

As I went by the way. 

The knight he long dwelt well at home, 
The pleasant sooth to say. 

Till he had got four hundred pound. 
All ready for him to pay. 

He bought him then an hundred bows, 
With strings both strong and fair ; 

An hundred sheaf of arrows good, 
Whose heads well burnish'd were, 

Every arrow an ell in length. 
With peacock's feather dight. 

And all of them, right fair to see, 
Were notched with silver white. 

He got him then an hundred men 
Well harness'd for good stead ; 

And he himself in a like fashion 
Was clothed in white and red. 

A groom did lead his sumpter steed. 
His lance he held full long ; 

And so went he to Bernysdale 
Singing a merry song. 

He reached a bridge where wrestling was. 

Detained there was he ; 
For there were all the best of men, 

Out of the west countrie. 
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^ full fair game was then afoot, 

There stood a bull all white, 
With saddle and bridle a courser, 

With burnish'd gold full bright. 

A pair of gloves, a red gold ring. 

And a pipe of wine likewise ; 
And he that beareth him best of all, ^ 

Shall bear away the prize. 

There was a yeoman in that place, 

Did well his worth maintaiif ; 
That friendless and a stranger 

Was like to have been slain. 

I'he knight he pitied that yeoman 

In that place wherein he stood ; 
And said, that he should have no harm. 

For the love of Kobin Hood. 

The knight with all his hundred men, 

With arrows and bows well bent, 
Press'd home forthwith into the place. 

The mischief to prevent. 

They shoulder 'd all and made him room. 

To hear what he would say. 
He took the yeoman by the hand. 

And gave him all the play. 

Five marks he gave him for his wine. 

Where it lay upon the ground, 
And bad them broach it, that all should drink. 

And merriment should go round.- 
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Long tarried thus this gentle knight, 
Nor left he the sport too soon, 

And Robin so long was fasting 
Full three hours past the noon. 
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FYTTE THE THIRD. 

Now Ksten all ye gentlemen, 

All ye that now be here, 
Of Little John, the knight's man, 

A merry tale you shall hear. 

The yonng man would a shooting go, 

It_ was on a merry day : 
Little John set his bow anon ; 

For he would to them away. 

Three times Little John did shoot, 

And each time cleft the wand. 
And there the proud sheriff of Nottingham, 

He by the marks did stand. 

The sheriff swore a fiill great oath, 

By him that died on tree. 
The very best archer is this same man. 

That ever my eyes did see. 

Come tell me thy name, thou stout young man. 

Thy name in little space, 
Tell me thy country, whence thou art, 

And where is thy dwelling-place ? 
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If I may believe my mother, said he, 
And I've learnt nor more nor less. 

At home I am called Reynold Greenleaf, 
And was born at Holderness. 

Now tell me, thou Reynold Greenleaf, 
If thou wilt dwell with me ? 

And every year will I give thee 
Twenty marks to thy fee. 

I have a master, said Little John, 

A courteous knight is he. 
If ye would first have leave of him, 

The better it would be. 

The sheriff he gat Little John 
Of the knight, a year throughout. 

Therefore he gave him upon the spot 
A horse that was strong and stout. 

Now Little John is the sheriff^s man — 
And Little John ever thought, 

We fare not ill — ^yet In serving him, 
I'll show that I'm dearly bought. 

Now G-od so help me, said Little John, 

T swear by my loyalty, 
I shall be the worst serving-man to him. 

That ever yet had he. 

The Sheriff, it fell on a Wednesday, 
On a hunting he was sped : 

And Little John was forgotten at home, 
And he lay there in his bed. 
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And therefore was he a fasting, 

Till it was past the noon ; 
Then Little John to the steward said, 

Pry thee give me to dine, and soon. 

It is far long for Greenleaf 

A-fasting here to be, 
So I prythee thou, master steward. 

My dinner give thou to me. 

Thou shalt have nor meat nor drink, said he, 

Till my Lord be come to town ; 
Said Little John, rather than fast so long, 

Master steward, I'll crack thy crown. 

Unmannerly was the butler then. 

As he stood there on the floor : 
And started oflF to the buttery, 

And there he shut fast the door. 

Little John gave him a parting rap. 

His back was nigh bent in twain ; 
If he should live a hundred years. 

He would scarcely grow straight again. 

With a kick of his foot he spurn'd the door, 

And up it went well and fine : 
There made he a large delivery. 

Both of the ale and wine. 

Tho' ye will not dine, said Little John, 

Here's wine and ale to drink, 
And ye'U have cause these hundred years. 

Of Little John to think. 
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Littie John ate, and Little John drank, 
At pleasure a good full bout ; 

Now the sheriff had in his kitchen, a cook 
That was a bold man and stout. 

I do avow, then said this cook, 
Thou art the shrewdest hynde, 

In such a household as this to dwell, 
And such dinner to ask, and find ! 

Thus spake the cook unto Little John, 
And three good strokes he lent : 

I make mine avow, said Little John, 
With these am I much content. 

Thou art a bold and hardy cook. 

It well bethinketh me. 
And before thou pass out from this place. 

Better tried thou shalt be. 

Little John then he drew a good sword, 
The cook took another in hand. 

And neither thought one inch to yield. 
But stiffly how to stand. 

Two miles and more, they fought full sore. 
The while so stout and strong, 

Yet neither could the other harm, 
Tho' the bout was a good hour long. 

By my true faith and loyalty. 
To the cook said Little John, 

Thou art one of the very best swordsmen, 
I ever did look upon. 
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Couldst thou but shoot as well with bow, 
To the green wood shouldst thou with me : 

Aud twice in the year thy clothing 
It should changed be. 

With every year from Robin Hood, 

Twenty marks to thy fee. 
Put up thy sword, then said the cook, 

And fellows we. two will be. 

Then the cook he fetched for Little John 

Good venison of the doe : 
The best of bread, aud the best of wine, 

To regale them before they go. 

When they had ate, and drank their fill. 

Together their faith they plight. 
That they would be with Robin Hood, 

That selfsame day at night. 

And then full fast to the treasure house. 

Their way they both did make. 
And tho' the locks were of good strong steel, 

Every one they brake. 

The silver vessel they took away, 

With all that they could get : 
Nor of vessels, or cups, or spoons, did they 

A single one forget. 

And all the coin, they took beside 

Three hundred pound and three : 
And straight they went to Robin Hood, 

Under the green-wood tree. 
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Now God thee save, my master dear. 
And Christ thee save and see. 

And thou, said Kobin, to Little John, 
Welcome art thou to me. 

And welcome be that yeoman fair, 
^hou bringest along with thee ; 

What tidings hast thou from. Nottingham, 
Little John, tell to me ? 

Well thee greeteth the proud sheriff, . 

And sonde th thee here by me 
His cook, and his vessel of silver, 

And three hundred pound and three. 

I make mine avow, said Robin Hood^ 

By the Holy Trinity, 
It never was by his good will 

This good is come to me. 

Little John then he did bethink, 
, Right shrewdly of a wile ; 
And so it happ'd of his own good will. 
In the forest he ran five mile. 

And there he met the sheriff so proud, 
Hunting with horn and hound : 

Little John, he kneel'd in eourtesy, 
Before him on the ground. 

Now God thee save, and Christ thee save, 

Said he, my master dear. 
What ! Reynold Greenleaf, said the sheriff. 

Whence, wherefore art thou here ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOBIN HOOD. ." 1 

0, sir, IVe seen the fairest sight, 

In forest where 1 have been ; 
0, sir, it is one of the fiurest sights, 

That ever by eyes was seen. 

Yonder I saw a right fair bart. 

His colour green throughout ; 
Seven score of deer upon an herd, 

Are with him all about. 

His horns they are strong and sharp, master, 

I dared not shoot for dread ; 
The points of his antlers sixty or more, 

Lest they should strike me dead. 

I vow to God, said the sheriff. 
That sight I fain would see ; 
Then haste thee thitherward, master dear, 
^ Anon, and wend with me. 

The sheriff rode, and Little John's feet 

With running beside did smart ; 
Said he, when they came before Robin Hood, 

Lo ! here is the master hart. 

The proud sheriff, he stood there still. 

And a sorry man was he : 
Woe betide thee, thou Reynold Greenleaf, 

For thou hast betrayed me. 

I make my avow, said Little John, 

Master the blame is thine ; 
Mis-served was I of my dinner. 

At your home when I would dine. 



Digitized by 



Google 



62 EOBm HOOD. 

The sheriff was soon to his supper set, 
And served with silver white ; 

But when his own good vessel he saw, 
He had then small appetite. 

make thee cheer, without let or fear, 
Said Eobin and merrj-make ; 

For thy life, master sheriff, is granted thee, 
Even for Little John's sake. 

And when they all had supped well. 

And day was gone, so soon, 
Robin commanded Little John, 

To take off his hosen and shoon. 

His kyrtle and his upper coat. 

All furr'd it was, I ween ; 
And to wrap his body as he was wont. 

All in his mantle green. 

Kobin commanded his stout young men, 

Under the greenwood tree. 
That they should lie in such a sort, 

That the sheriff them might see. 

That sheriff proud he lay all night. 
All in his breechen and shirt ; - 

No wonder it was in the green wood, 
If his sides they had some hurt. 

Now make good cheer, said Robin, 

For charity live in glee. 
For this is the law of our order. 

Under the greenwood tree. 
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Said the sherfff, thy order is harder, 

Than of anchorite, or of friar : 
Nor would I for all merry England's gold. 

Live long here beneath thy briar. 

These next twelve months, said Robin Hood, 

Here thou shalt dwell with me ; 
And here will I teach thee, proud sheriff, 

An outlaw like me to be. 

0, rather than here one other night. 

Said the sheriff, I lie or live. 
Smite off my head this very mom, 

And I the deed forgive. 

Or let me go, said the sheriff, 

For good Saint Charity, 
And I will be the very best friend, 

That ever was unto thee. 

Swear me an oath, said Robin Hood, 

An oath on this my brand, 
Thou wilt not way-lay, nor do me harm. 

By water, nor yet by land. 

And if that any of these my men, 

Thou findest by night or day. 
Upon thine oath thou must swear to me, 

To help them as help you may. 

Now the sheriff swore his good strong oath. 

And went homewards sore to see : 
And never had heap of mossy green stones, 
More smack of green-wood than he. 
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PYTTE THE FOURTH. 

The sheriff dwelt in Nottingham, 

Bight glad that he was there ; 
And Bobin Hood and his merry men, 

To the greenwood did repair. 

Go we to dinner, said Little John, 

But Bobin Hood said nay, 
For I dread our Ladye be wroth with me, 

For she sends me not my pay« 

Doubt not, master, said Little John, 

The sun it is not set ; 
I'll vouch for the knight, he's trusty and true, 

Nor doubt he will pay his debt. 

Said Bobin, go take thy bow in hand, 
And Mutch shall wend with thee. 

And so shall William Scathelock, 
And let no man abide with me. 

And walk up to the Salleys, 

And up to Watling Street, 
And wait till ye find some strange guest. 

As ye shall chance to meet. 
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Whether he be some messenger, 

Or minstrel that shall -appear, 
Or be he ever so poor a man, 

He shall taste of my good cheer. 

Little John Marted forth half vex'd, 

And somewhat in hunger keen, 
And girded himself with his good sword, 

Under his mantle green. 

And they went up to the Salleys, 

These yeomen all the three. 
They looked east, they looked west. 

Yet no man might they see : 

But as they looked in Bernysdale, 

There in the bye way side, 
Two black monks they beheld, who did 

Each a good palfrey ride. 

Little John was first to speak, 

To Mutch he 'gan to say, 
I'll venture to lay my life in pledge, * 

That these monks have brought our pay. 

Now make good cheer, said Little John , 

Look to your bows of yew. 
And look your hearts be steady and sure. 

Your bow-strings trusty and true. 

The monk he hath men fifty-two, 

Seven surapter horse beside. 
There is not a bishop in this land, 

So royally can ride. 
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Brethren, then said little John, 
We are no more but three. 

But we must bring them to dinner. 
Or we dare not our master see. 

Now bend your bows, said Little John, 
Make all of them to stand, 

The foremost monk, his life or death, 
Is closed in my hand. 

Abide, abide, thou churlish monk. 
Abide where thou dost stand, 

For if thou mo vest one step, I swear 
Thy death is in my hand. 

' Hurt reach thee under thy hat's band, 
Right full into thy pate. 
For thou hast made our master wroth, 
A fasting so long to wait. 

Who is your master ? then said the monk. 
Little John said, Robin Hood. 

A stout strong thief is he, said the monk. 
Of him haye I neyer heard good. 

Thou liest, then said Little John, 
And shalt rue this word of thine : 

For he is a forest yeoman. 

And hath waited for thee to dine. 

Mutch, then was ready with a bolt 

Anon, which so he sent. 
That he hit the monk right on the breast ; 

And unto the ground he went. 



Digitized by 



Google 



EOBIN HOOD. 67 

Of all the fifty-two young men, 

There staid not even one ; 
Save a little page, and a groom to lead 

The sumpter-steed with John. 

They brought the monk to the lodge's door, 

Whether he did like or loth, 
Despite, he must speak vrith Robin Hood, 

When face to face were both. 

Robin let down his hood — the monk, 

Who that respect did see, 
Uncourteously kept still his own ; 

As it was, he let it be. 

Said Little John, he is a churl. 

Master. Quoth Robin Hood, 
Doubtless, he lacketh courtesy, 

His manners are aught but good. 

Said Robin Hood, how many men 
Had the monk here with him, John } 

Fifty and two when first we met, 
But the most'of them are gone. 

Blow loud the horn, said Robin Hood, 

And let our fellows know, 
Then seven score of strong yeomen 

Came pricking on a row. 

And every one of these stout yeomen 

Had a mantle of scarlet gay, 

And up they came to Robin Hood, 

To hear what he would say. 
3* 
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They made tbe monk to wash as wont, 

And to dine upon the best : 
And Robin Hood, and Little John, 
^ With reverence served their guest. 

Be merry, said Robin. — Grameroy, sir. — 

Said Robin, now us acquaint. 
Where is your abbey when ye are at home, 

And who is your Patron Saint ? 

At Saint Mary's Abbey, said the monk, 

Tho' simple am I, we lie. 
And what is thy office ? said Robin Hood. 

High Cellarer, sir, am I. 

Te are the more welcome, said Robin, 

So ever my fortune be ; 
And fill him up of the best wine, 

This fnonk he shall drink to me. 

In truth have I marvell'd much and long, 

Even all this livelong day, 
And fear'd our Ladye be wroth with me, 

For she sent me not my pay. 

Nay, doubt not, master, said Little John, 

Ye have small need, I wis ; 
This monk hath brought it, I dare avouch. 

For he of her abbey is. 

She was the surety, said Robin, 

Between a knight and me. 
Of a little money I lent him, 

Under the greenwood tree. 
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And if thou hast that silver brought, 

I pry^hee, good monk, with speed. 
Here count it out, and thee will I help, 

If thou of me hast need. 

The monk he swore a full great oath, 

That might choke him every word : 
Of the surety of which thou tellest me, 

Of a truth have I never heard. 

I do avow, said Robin Hoodt, 

Monk, thou art in blame to me, 
For in dealings God is righteous, 

And his Holy Mother as He. 

With thine own tongue thou toldest, 

Thou canst not say it nay. 
How thou art but her servant, 

And servest her every day. 

And thou art made her messenger. 

And dost my money bring ; , 
That thou hast kept thy time so well. 

It is a pleasant thing. 

What hold your coffers ? said Robin, 

The truth now to mfi tell. 
I have, said he, but twenty marks. 

As mercy with me may dwell. 

If that be thy all, said Robin, 

Not a penny will I touch, 
And if thou hast need of any more, 

I will lend thee twice as much. 
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If more I find, that more I take, 

Count it already lost ; 
But for thy ppendinc: in thy need, 

I grud^re thee not that cost. 

Now Little John, go forth and search, 

And tell thou truth to me. 
And if there be only twenty mark. 

Not a penny will I see. 

Little John spread his mantle down. 

As he had done before. 
And he told out of the monk's coffer, 

Eight hundred pound and more. 

Little John went to his master, in haste, 
The money lay where it was set ; 

Sir, said he, the monk is true enough, 
Our Ladye pays double the debt. 

I do avow, said Robin Hood, 

What I told thee, monk, is true ; 

Our Ladye is the truest woman, 
For a surety I ever knew. 

And by all godly worth I swear. 
Search England through, and see, 

No better surety may be found, 
Nor half so good as she. 

Now fill of the best, the monk shall drink ; 

Greet well thy Ladye kind, 
And tell her, if she need Robin Hood, 

In him a true friend shell find. 
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And if more silver she needeth, 

By the token that now I touch, 
And she hath sent, come again to me, 

And she shall have thrice as much. 

That monk was wending London-ward, 

Great council there to meet ; 
To plot, how the knight, that now rode high horse, 

They might trample under their feet. 

Now whither art bent ? said Robin Hood, 

Sir, we travel our manors unto. 
To reckon there with our bailiffs, 

Much wrong to us that do. 

Come hither, said Robin, to Little John, 

Believe it, I never took 
To my service a yeoman so good as thou, 

In the bags of a monk to look. 

There's that other coffer, said Robin, 

See you how much 'twill bring ; 
Nay, by our Ladye, said the monk, 

That were an uncourteous thing. 

To bid a guest to your dinner, 

And then to beat and bind ! 
Said Robin, our custom it is of old 

To leave but little behind. 

The monk he gave his horse the spur. 

Nor longer would he abide. 
Said Robin, 'twere fitting, you ask to drink 

A stirrup-cup, ere you ride. 
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Nay, nay, said the monk, that I came here, 

Is but little to my mind ; 
For had I been at Blythe, or Doncaster, 

Much cheaper I should have dined ! 

Tour abbot greet well, said Bobin, 

Your prior as well I pray ; 
Andl>id him send me such a monk, 

To dine with me every day. 

Leave we the monk upon his way. 
To speak of that gentle knight ; 

For yet he came to keep his day, 
While yet the day was light. 

Full straight he went to Bernysdale, 

Robin Hood found he then. 
He found him under <ihe green-wood tree, 

With all his merry men. 

There did the knight from his palfrey light, 
And Robin it straight did see ; 

And courteously he let down his hood. 
And bow'd him upon his knee. 

God save thee now, good Robin Hood, 

And all this thy company : 
Welcome, said Robin, thou gentle knight. 

Right welcome art thou to me. 

Then all unto that gentle knight, 
' Thus Robin Hood he spake : 
What needeth thee to the green-wood, 
Thy journey, sir knight, to take ? 
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Welcome, — ^but why so long away ? 

For cunningly it was plann'd 
By the abbot, and lord high justice, 

That they would have my land. 

Said Bobin, hast thou thy land again ? 

Now tell the truth to me. 
Yea, the land is mine again, said the knight ; 

For that I thank God and thee. 

It chanced I came to a wrestling place, 

Grieve not, I have been long. 
For a poor yeoman I chanced to help. 

On whom they put much wrong. 

For that good deed, said Robin Hood, 
Sir knight, I give thanks to thee : 

For he that lends a poor yeoman help, 
His friend will I ever be. 

Said the knight, I bring four hundred pound. 

You lent me, and I do owe : 
And here are also twenty marks, 

For the kindness you did show. 

Nay, before God, said Robin Hood, 

Enjoy thine own for aye. 
Our Ladye, by her high -cellarer, 

She hath sent me all my pay. 

It were great shame to take it twice, 

Such shame as may not be : 
And by my troth, thou gentle knight. 

Welcome thou art to me. 
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When Robin thus had told his tale, 
He lauffh'd with merry cheer ; 

Nay by my troth, then said the knight. 
Your money is ready here. 

make to thyself gdod use thereof, 

Thou gentle knight so free, 
Said Robin ; and be thou welcome 

Under my trystel tree. 

Now what are these bows, said Robin, 
These arrows so feather'd and fine ? 

They are but a poor present, said the knight. 
And I mean they should be thine. 

Come forth Little John, said Robin Hood, 
Go thou straight to my treasury. 

And bring me thence the four hundred pound 
The monk over-told to me. 

Said Robin, here take four hundred pound, 
Thou gentle knight and true : 

And buy thee a horse and harness good. 
And gild thy spurs anew. 

If thou lackest thy spending, come again. 
While Robin Hood doth live. 

By my troth, thy spending shall not fail. 
While I have aught to give. 

Thine own four hundred pound enjoy. 

The which I lent to thee : 
And make thyself no more so bare ; 

This counsel take of me. 
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Thus did good Robin the knight release 

Even from all his care ; 
May God that sitteth in Heaven high, 

Grant us as well to fare. 
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PYTTE THE FIFTH. 

And now the knight his leave hath ta^en, 

And gone upon his way ; 
And Robin Hood still in the green-wood, 

With his men tarried every day. 

Now listen all ye gentlemen, 

And you shall quickly know. 
How the sheriff of Nottingham proclaimed 

A shooting with the bow : 

That choicest archers of the North, 

Should come upon a day ; 
And they that are approved the best, 

The garne shall bear away. 

Who shootest farthest fair and low. 

As it is archer's Jaw, 
All at a pair of goodly butts 

Under the green -wood shaw, 

An arrow, with shaft of silver white, 

Right good shall be his lot : 
With head and feathers of rich red gold, 

In England the like is not. 
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When Robin Hood these tidings heard, 

Under his trystel tree ; 
He said, make ready ye strong young men, 

For this shooting I will see. 

Make speed, make speed, my merry men all, 

For ye shall go with me, 
And I will prove the sheriff's faith. 

And know if true he be. 

ti^ei And when their bows they all had bent. 

And their arrows feather'd free : 
00^, Seven score of strong young men 

There stood at Robin's knee. 

And when they came to Nottingham, 
The butts were fair and long, 
i And there was many a bold archer. 

That shot with bow so strong. 

But^ix, said Robin, shall shoot with me. 

The others shall keep my head. 
And stand by me with good bows bent, 

That treason we may not dread. 

The fourth outlaw that bent his bow. 

Himself it was Robin Hood : 
And the proud sheriff his shooting saw. 

As by the butt he stood. 

Robin Hood shot thrice about. 

And always hit the wand ; 
And so did likewise good Gilbert, 

He with the strong white hand. 
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Little John, and stout Scathelock, 
Were archers among the first ; 

And Little Mutch, and good Reynold, 
They would not be the worst. 

And when they all had shot about, 
These archers fair and good, 

Evermore still by far the best 
Among them was Robin Hood. 

Then that good arrow, for he was best. 

They did on him bestow : 
He took the gift right courteously ; 

And to the green- wood would go. 

Then all cried out on Robin Hood, 
And great horns gan to blow ; 

Woe with thee, treason, said Robin flood, 
Full evil art thou to know. 

And woe to thee thou sheriff proud, 
Thus ill thy guest to greet : 

Far other than this thy promise was, 
In forest where we did meet. 

But had I thee in the green-wood, 

Under my trystel tree, 
A better pledge than thy false oath, 

Now would I have of thee. 

Full many a bow thereat was bent ; 

And arrows fast did glide, 
Many a kyrtle there was rent. 

And hurt was many a side. 
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No man could drive these outlaws back, 

P\or yet abide their cast, 
So strong their shot ; but the sheriff's men 

They fled away full fast. 

When Robin Hood the ambush saw, 

In green- wood he fain had been. 
Many an arrow there was shot, 

These companies between. 

And little John was hurt full sore. 

With an arrow in his knee, 
That neither could he go, nor ride. 

Piteous it was to see. 

O master, then said Little John, 

If ever- thou lovedst me, 
And for the love of that dear Lord 

That died upon the tree ; 

And for my meed of service true. 

From the day it first began, 
never let the proud sheriff 

Take me a living man. 

But take thee out thy good brown sword. 

And smite thou oflf my head ; 
And give me deep and deadly wounds, 

Until my life be fled. 

I never could do that, John, 

Said Robin, nor see thee slain. 
For all the gold in England, 

Here heap'd before me plain. 
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Said Little Mutch, forbid it God, 
That bare for us buch smart, 

That God forbid, dear Little John, 
That you and we should part. 

Then up he took him on hb back, 
And bare him well a mile ; 

And many a time he laid him down, 
And shot another while. 

Not far there was within the wood, 
A castle, a strong abode : 

Double ditched it was about, 
And walled against the road. 

And there that gentle knight did dwell, 

Sir Richard of the Lee : 
Whom Robin had befriended so. 

Under the green-wood tree. 

Robin Hood and all his band, 
He took in his castle then : 

welcome be thou Robin Hood, 
Both thou and all thy men. 

1 owe thee thanks for thy comfort. 
And for thy great courtesy, 

And of all thy noble kindness. 
Under the green-wood tree. 

No man I love in all this world. 
So much as I do love thee ; 

And despite the sheriff of Nottingham, 
Right safe thou here shalt be. 
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Shut close the gates, and draw the bridge, 

Let no man enter in : 
Make you ready and arm you well ; 

Then man the walls within. 

This thing, good Robin, I promise thee, 

And by Saint Qdinetin swear, 
Twelve days thou shalt abide with me, 

And well too shalt thou fare. 

Boards were laid, and clothes were spread. 

Readily and anon : 
And Robin Hood and his merry men 

Well met, to feast are gone. 
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FYTTE THE SIXTH. 

Listen all ye gentlemen, 

And hearken to ray song : 
How the proud sheriff of Nottingham, 

With his men-at-arms so strong. 

Full fast came to the high sheriff. 

The country up to rout ; 
The knight's strong castle they beset. 

And all its walls about. 

The sheriff proud, he cried aloud. 
And said, thou traitor knight. 

Thou keepest here the king's enemy. 
Against his laws and right. 

Then said the knight, I will avow, 
What I have done is right : 

Upon all the lands that I possess. 
And as I am a true knight. 

So wend ye back upon your way. 
And speak no more to me. 

Till ye can show the king's will. 
What he shall say to thee. 
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Small hope this forward answer 

Did to the sheriflp bring : 
So forth he rode to London Town, 

All to acquaint the king. 

And there he told him of the knight, 

And eke of Robin Hood ; 
And also of his archers bold, 

That noble were, and good. 

He would avow what he had done, 

The outlaws would maintain, 
Set you at naught, and rule the North, 

With all his might and main. 

Said the king, I will to Nottingham 

Within this fortnight go : 
And there will I take Robin Hood, 

And that false knight also. 

And go thou hence, proud sheriff. 

And as I bid, provide 
Archers enough and of the best, 

In the country far and wide. 

The sheriff now had taken leave, 

And gone upon his way : 
And Robin Hood was in the green-wood. 

Upon a certain day. 

And Little John was sound and whole. 

Of the shot-wound in his knee. 
And betook him straight to Robin Hood, 

Under the green^wood tree. 
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Bobin Hood walks the forest free, 
Under the fresh green leaf : 

And the proud sheriff of Nottiughsun 
He knew it to his grief. 

So the sheriff fail'd of Kobin Hood, 
Who might not be his prey ; 

Th^n lay he in wait for the gentle knight. 
Both by the night and day. 

Ever he watehM that gentle knight, 

Sir Richard of the Lee : 
As he went a-hawking, the river side, 

How his hawks would fly to see. 

There he took this gentle knight, 
All with a strong-armed band, 

And he took him home to Nottingham, 
Bound both by foot and hand. 

The sheriff swore a full great oath, 

By him that died on tree. 
He had rather than a hundred pound, 

It had been Eobin than he. 

Then the Lady of the gentle knight. 
The fairest is she and good : 

She hath set her upon her palfrey, 
And is ridden to the green-wood. 

And when she came to the green forest, 

Robin and all his men 
Found she under the green bough, 

For they were at home again. 
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Now God thee save, good Robin Hood, 

And thy men so noble here : 
O Eobii:^ ! a boon thou must grant to me, 

For the love of our Ladye dear. 

Thou never wilt let my wedded lord 

Shamefully slain to be : 
He is fast bound to Nottingham, 

And it's all through his love of thee. 

Anon, forthwith said Robin Hood, 

To the lady, now tell it me. 
What man is he hath ta'en your lord ? 

It is the proud sheriff, said she. 

It is the proud sheriff hath ta'en him, 

Alas ! the truth I say : 
Nor is he now more than three miles 

Pass'd yet upon the way. 

Up then started Robin Hood, 

As one was mad and raved. 
Up and be quick my merry young men. 

For the knight he shall be saved. 

And who this trouble forsaketh. 

By him that died on tree. 
And by him that all things maketh. 

No longer shall dwell with me. 

Right soon were many good bows bent. 

More than full seven score. 
Hedge nor ditch, they spared none. 

That ever was them before. 
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I make mine avow, said Bobin Hood, 
The knight I fain would see, 

And if I ever retake him, 
Reveng'd he soon shall be. 

And when they came to Nottingham, 
They walk'd bold up the street : 

And the proud sheriflf of Nottingham, 
Bight soon they chano'd to meet. 

Bide where thou art, proud sheriGf, he said. 

Abide, and speak with me : 
There be some tidings of our king, 

I would fain have of thee. 

I have not been so fast a-foot, 
I tell thee these seven year : 

And I make a vow, thou proud sheriff, 
This travel shall cost thee dear. 

Then Bobin Hood lo^ he bent his bow. 

An arrow he drew at will, 
And so he did the proud sheriff hit. 

That he lay on the ground full still. 

And e're he could again arise. 

Up on his feet to stand. 
He smote off the sheriff's head with a blow, 

With a flourish of his bright brand. 

Ah ! lie thou there, thou sheriff proud. 

In evil thou didst thrive. 
And never could man put trust in thee, 

Long as thou wert alive. 
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His men drew out their sharp bright swords, 

And about them laid so well, 
That soon they drove the sherifPs men, 

And by dozens to ground they fell. 

Robin leaped up to the knight, and cut 

His bonds in twain ; in his hand 
He put a good bow, and arrows keen, 

And bad him by him to stand. 

Knight, leave thy good horse behind thee. 

And learn thee to run with speed ; 
And thou shalt with me to the green-wood. 

Through mire, moss, fen, and weed. 

Thou shalt abide in the green-wood, 

Where treason no ill can bring, 
Until the day that I get grace 

Of Edward our comely king. 
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PTTTE THE SEVENTH. 

The king he went to Nottingham, 

With knights in great array, 
With purpose to take that gentle knight, 

And Eobin Hood, if he may. 

He ask'd of all the country round, 

What news of Robin Hood ? ' 

And also of that gentle knight. 

That had his might withstood. 

And when the king acquainted was 1 

With all ; into his hand, 
He seized whatever the knight possess'd. 

Even to all his land. 

Through every pass of Lancashire, 

He went both far and near : 
Even as far as Plumpton Park, 

And miss'd full many deer. 

There where our king was wont to see 

Full many herds to lie. 
He could but see one only deer, 

Whose horns were broad and high. 
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Then swore he by the Trinity, 
In wrath and great surprise : 

would that I had Robin Hood , 
And could see him with these eyes. 

Who shall smite off that false knight's head. 

And bring it unto me, 
He shall have the land of the same knight, 

Sir Richard of the Lee. 

1 give it him with my charter. 

And seal it with my hand, 
In merry England ever more, 
To have and hold that land. 

Then out and spoke a fair old knight, 

For worth and trust preferr'd : 
O my liege lord, O let me speak, 

Tho' it be but a word. 

There's not a man the country round. 

May have the knight's fair land. 
While Robin Hood can ride or run. 

And bear a bow in hand. 

Right lucky if he keep his head, 

His peril plain to tell ; 
O give it no man my lord the king. 

If ye do wish him well. 

Our comely king at Nottingham ^ 

Dwelt more than half a year : 
Yet of Robin Hood, or where he dwelt. 

No tidinors could he hear. 
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Yet Robin Hood went where he would, 
Alway by haugh and hill, 

And always kill'd the king's fat deer. 
By leave of his own will. 

Then spake there out a forester. 
He stood by the royal knee : 

Now if ye would see Robin Hood, 
Take this device from me. 

Take five the best knights of your train, 
And of your purpose glad, 

Walk ye to yonder abbey down, 
And there like monks be clad. 

And I myself will lead the way. 

And Robin ye shall see : 
Or ere ye come to Nottingham, 

My head the forfeit be. 

Before ye come to Nottingham, 
I'll bring you to that place, 

Where Robin Hood, if he be alive. 
Ye shall see face to face. 

Full hastilythe king was clad, 
And forth he went with speed : 

And every one of his five knights 
Came forth in monkish weed. 

Our king was clad above the rest, 
A broad hat on his crown. 

As if he had been a lord abbot, 
They rode up through the town. 
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Stiff were the boots onr king had on, 

And singing he rode away : 
His song, as he rode to the green-wood, 

" The CO vent was clothed in gray." 

His baggage and his snmpter horse 

FoUow'd the king betimes : 
Till to the green-wood they came, a mile 

Under the leafy limes. 

And there they met with good Robin, 

Standing beside the way ; 
And so did many a bold archer, 

It is the truth I say. 

Robin Hood he took the horse, 

On which the king did ride. 
And said, sir abbot, by your leave. 

Ye must here awhile abide. 

We all be forest yeomen, 

Under the green-wood tree : 
We live by killing the king's deer. 

Nor other means have we. 

Ye have churches, and ye have rents. 

And wealth in plenty hold. 
And we pray you, for Saint Charity, 

Ye give us of your gold. 

And thus spake out our comely king, 

Readily thus spake he, 
I have brought no more to the green-wood 



But forty pound with me. 
4# 
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For I have lain at Nottingham, 
This fortnight with our king ; 

The more on lordlings I have spent, 
The less with me I bring. 

No penny more than forty pound. 
Have I brought here with me, 

But had I so much as an hundred, 
I would give it all to thee. 

Kobin he took the forty pound. 

And made of it two parts, 
Half he gave to his merry men, 

And bad them make glad their hearts. 

Said courteous Robin, this half to you. 

To spend, sir, I do bring ; 
And we shall meet another day. 

Gramercy, said the king ; 

Edward our king thee greeteth well. 
And hath sent to thee his seal ; 

And biddeth thee come to Nottingham, 
To tarry at meat and meal. 

The royal summons then he took, 

And bad him plainly see ; 
Robin his courteous manners knew. 

And bent to him his knee. 

I love no roan in all the world. 

So well as I do my king : 
Welcome, my liege lord's seal, and thou 

Good monk that dost it bring. 
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Sir abbot, for these tby tidings, 

To-day thou shalt dine with me, 
All for the love I bear my king, 

Under my trystel tree. 

Then forth he led our comely king, 

And took him by the hand ; 
And many a noble deer was slain, 

Upon the king's own land. 

Robin took a large good horn, 

And loud he 'gan to blow ; 
Seven score of strong young men, 

Came running all in a row. 

Down they kneel 'd upon the knee 

Robin Hood before ; 
And thus the king said to himself, 

And by Saint Austin swore, 

I see a wondrous seemly sight ; 

Methinketh by this sign, 
That his men more at his bidding are. 

Than m^ men be at mine. 

Drest was their dinner speedily, 

And to it they are gone ; 
Who serv'd our king with all their might, 

Both Robin, and Little John. 

Anon before our royal king, 

Fat venison was sat down. 
The good white bread, the good red wine, 

And the good fine ale and brown. 
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Make thee good checp, for Saint Charity, 

To the abbot Robin said, 
And for thy welcome tidings, 

Blessings lie on thy head. 

Now shalt thou see what life we lead, 
Ere home thou shalt depart ; 

That so thou mayest inform our king, 
In his presence when thou art. 

Up then started all in haste, 
Their bows were smartly bent : 

Our king was never so sore aghast, 
For he knew not their intent. 

Up they set two rods apart, 

Their arrows were stout and strong. 

By fifty steps, then said our king, 
The distance is too long. 

On every side was a rose garland. 
They shot under shade of lime ; 

Who misseth, said Robin, shall forfeit 
An arrow for every time. 

He shall yield it to his master, 

Tho' it be ever so fine : 
And if there be one man I spare, 

May I never drink ale or wine. 

Each a good buffet on his head. 
As it was right they bore. 

And all that fell in Robin's lot, 
He smote them wondrous sore. 
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And twice did Kobin shoot his bow ; 

Each time he cleg^y'd the wand, 
And so likewise did the good Gilbert, 

He of the good white hand. 

Little John, and stout Scathelock, 

For nothing would they spare : 
Robin smote them, of the garland 

When they faiPd, 'twas archer's fare. 

At the last shot that Robin shot, 

As his friends had fail'd before, 
So faiPd he of the garland, 

Three fingers short or more. 

'Twas Gilbert then stood up and spake, 

And thus he 'gan to say : 
Good master Robin, your arrow is lost. 

Stand forth and take your pay. 

If it be so, said Robin Hood, 

It may no better be, 
I give thee my arrow, sir abbot, 

And prythee, sir, serve thou me. 

Said the king, it ill suiteth my order. 

And I say it by thy leav6. 
Ever to smite a good yeoman. 

Lest I should make him grieve. 

O smite thee boldly, said Robin, 

And freely, thou hast my leave ; 
Our king, as Robin spake the word. 

Folded he up his sleeve. 
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And to Robin he gave such buffet, ' 
To the ground he never was nigher : 

I swear on my oath, said Robin, 
Thou art a stalwart friar. 

There's pith in thy arm, said Robin, 
Thy shooting a foe might rue ! . 

Awhile the king stood, and Robin Hood, 
And looked each other through. 

Robin he looked our comely king 

Wistfully in the face, 
So did Richard of the Lee, 

Then kneel'd down in that place. 

So all the outlaws, when they saw 
. How on their knees they fell, 
My lord the king of England, 
Now do I know you well. 

Mercy, said Robin to our king. 

Under your trystel tree, 
I beg of thy grace and goodness, 

Both for my men and me. 

Tea before God that may us save, 

I ask, said Robin then, 
Mercy of thee, my lord the king. 

For me and all my men. 



Yea, before God, then said the king. 
That grace receive from me : 

If that thou leave the green-wood, 
And all thy men with thee ; 
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And come all straight unto my court, 
Thereat with me to dwell ; 

Said Robin Hood, I do avow, 
It shall be so and well. 

I will betake me to your court, 

Your service will I see. 
And will bring with me of my men 

Seven score and three. . 

But tho' like I well your service. 
May I soon again be here, 

To do as I ever was wont to do. 
Shoot at the fat dun deer. 
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FTTTE THE EIGHTH. 

Hast thou any green cloth, thus said the King, 

That thou wilt sell to me ? 
Yea, have I in truth, said Robin, 

Thirty yards and three. 

Good Robin, replied the noble King, 

I do entreat you well, 
To me and all my company. 

Some of that cloth to sell. 

Aye troth will I, said Robin Hood, 

Or else a fool were I ; 
For another day ye shall clothe me, 

And ere Christmas draweth nigh. 

The king he hath cast off his coat. 

And put on a garment green, 
And every knight he did likewise ; 

New clothed they soon were seen. 

When all were clad in Lincoln green. 

They cast away their gray : 
Now shall we go to Nottingham, 

So did king Edward say. 
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Their bows were bent and forth they went, 

And loos'd was njany a string, 
Towards the town of Nottingham, 

In honour of the king. 

Together Robin and the King 

Bode ever on the way, 
And as they went a shooting, 

Pluck buffet was their play. 

Many a buffet won the King, 

That day of Robin Hood : 
Nor yet did Robin spare the King, 

But paid him quite as good. 

So help me. said our King, thy game 

Is hard to learn I fear ; 
I should not get a shot of thee, 

Tho' I should shoot a year. 

Now all the people of Nottingham, 

Amazed stood around. 
As nought they saw but mantles green, 

Covering all the ground. 

O much I fear our King be slain, 

Each to the other said': 
If Robin come into this town. 

We all of us be dead. 

Full speedily all fled away. 

Both yeoman stout, and knaves. 
And old wives that could scarcely go. 

Hobbled away on staves. 
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The King langh'd lond and long, and all 

Came back as them he bad, 
And when they saw our comely King, 

In truth their hearts were glad. 

They ate and drank, and merry were, 
And sang th^ir songs with glee, 

And then our comely King bespake 
Sir Richard of the Lee. 

He gave him back his land again, 

A good man bad him be : 
Then Robin thank'd our comely* King, 

And bent to him his knee. 

Now but twelve months and three had pass'd. 

To court since Robin went : 
An hundred pounds, and wages too. 

Of all his men he spent. 

In every place where Robin came. 

He laid his silver down. 
Full freely, or for knight or squire, 

And gat him great renown. 

And by the time the year was out, 

No man had he but twain. 
Little John, and good Scathelock, 

That might with him remain. 

Now Robin saw young men to shoot. 

Full fair upon a day, 
And then, alas ! cried Robin Hood, 

My wealth is gone away. 
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Time was, I was an archer good, 

Full strong my shafts did fly ; 
In all merry England there was not thought 

One archer so good as I. 

Alas ! alas ! said Bobin Hood, 

Alas and well-a-day, 
If I dwell longer with the king, 

My sorrow will me slay. 

Then uprose quickly Kobin Hood, 

And to the King he went : 
My lord the King of England, 

Grant me my heart's content. 

A chapel I made in Bemysdale, 

That seemly is to see. 
It is to Saint Mary Magdalen, 

And there myself would be . 

For thought thereof, these seven nights past, 

I have not slept a wink : 
Neither for these seven days long, 

Could I or eat or drink. 

My longing is for Bemysdale, 

And so would I be there. 
That I would walk with penance shirt 

Thither, and feet all bare. 

If it be so, then said the King, 

And may no better be : 
Seven nights will I give thee leave. 

Not longer, to dwelt from me. 
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Grameroy, lord, then Robin said, 

And set him on his knee, 
Right courteously he took his leave, 

And to the green-wood went he. 

It was upon a merry morn, 

That he came to the green-wood, 

And the merry notes of the little birds. 
They to his heart were good. 

'Tis many a day, said Robin Hood, 

Since that I last was here ; 
Longing have I a little while, 

To shoot a* the fat dun deer. 

Robin slew a fall great hart. 

His horn then he did blow. 
The sound of his horn the forest through, 

The outlaws all did know : 

They gather'd them together straight, 

Within an arrow's throw. 
Seven score of strong young men. 

Came ready in a row. 

And fairly they took off their hoods. 

And fairly bow'd the knee. 
And said, O welcome, our master. 

Under this green-wood tree. 

Then Robin he dwelt in the green-wood. 

Full two years and a score ; 
And for all the fear of Edward, King, 

He would not leave it more. 



Digitized by 



Google 



BOBIN HOOD. 93 



A wicked woman it was, I wis, 
That nigh was of his kin : 

The Prioress of Kyrkesly, 
She slew him to her sin. 

It was Sir Roger of Doncaster, 
This woman did beguile, 

It was all for the love of him, 
She practised deadly wile. 

And oft as they together were, 

Their counsel was full ill. 
How best to do that deadly deed. 
And Robin Hood to kill. 

Now Robin in his place grew sick. 
And where he' stood, he said. 

To-morrow I must to Kyrkesly, 
And skilfully be bled. 

O then Sir Roger of Doncaster, 

By the Prioress he lay, 
And there they betrayed Robin, 

Through their most wicked play. 

May Christ have mercy on his soul. 
That died upon the rood. 

For he was a noble outlaw. 
And to the poor was good. 
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CHAPTER I. 



BoBiN Hood had been in bis grave for centuries 
previous to the birth of William Kidd. The precise 
place, or the time of his birth, is not known. 
He must have been bom about the middle of the 
Seventeenth Centurj, as he was a prominent and ac- 
tive man, in the city of New York, prior to the year 
1691. He is supposed to have been a native of Eng- 
land by some, and by others, it is said, that he was 
bom at or near Greenock in Scotland. At the time 
when his name became famous he was a resident of 
liie City of New Tork, where he had married, and 
where, it was said, he was possessed of a considerable 
property. Tradition has fixed his residence in Cedar 
street, near its junction with William street. In early 
life he seems to have been a follower of the sea. In 
the war between England and France he greatly dis- 
tinguished himself as a brave and gallant commander, 
fighting with the same determined energy as marked 
the career, in after times, of John Paul Jones ; and, in 
5 
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the prominent features of his character^ at this period 
of his life, he bore no slight resemblance to that celebra- 
ted hero. The abmidant and uncontradicted testimony 
from officers who had served with him, produced by 
him on his trial, and to which references will hereafter 
be made, leave no room for doubt as to his gallantry 
and good conduct prior to his embarking in that ques- 
tionable enterprize which has rendered his name fa- 
mous both in Great Britain and America. 

The reader who is familiar with the Colonial history 
of New York, will remember that after the accession 
of William, Prince of Orange, to the throne of Eng- 
land, the government of the Province was in a very 
unsettled state. In June, 1689, Jacob Leisler, imder 
the sanction of a Committee of Safety, assumed the 
government of the Province, and he retained the 
power xmtil the arrival in March, 1691, of Henry 
Sloughter, with a commission from the Crown, as 
Royal Governor. During the time that Leisler had 
administered the government, a decided but fruitless 
apposition was made to him. Many of the leading 
men in the Province retired to Albany. Immediately 
on the arrival of Sloughter, he caused Leisler and sev- 
eral of his adherents to be arrested. They were tried, 
and in May, 1691, Leisler and his son-in-law Milborne 
were executed in the City of New York. They fell, 
as is now generally believed, the victims of a judicial 
murder. Sloughter, soon after he reached New York, 
issued warrants for the meeting of the Provincial As- 
sembly, and it appears from the proceedings of that 
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bodj, that Kidd had taken a very active part in the 
stirring times which had preceded the Governor's arri- 
val. He was probably opposed to Leisler's administra- 
tion, judging from the following entry, under date of 
18th April, 1691. 

By His Excellency and Council. 

" Gabriel Monvile, Esq., and Thomas Willet, Esq., 
are appointed to attend the House of Representatives 
and acquaint them of the many good services done to 
this Province by Oapt. William Kidd, in his attending 
here with his vessels before his Excellency's arrival, 
and that it would be acceptable to his Excellency and 
this Board, that they consider of some suitable reward 
to him for his good services. 

On the lith of May, following, this order was 
adopted by the Eepresentatives. 

" Ordered, that his Excellency be addressed unto, 
to order the Beceiver-General to pay to Capt. William 
Kidd, One Hundred and Fifty Pounds current money 
of this Province, as a suitable reward for the many 
good services done to this Province." 

It is very evident that, at this time, Kidd was an 
influential and energetic man in the Province, and 
rendered important services to the government. As 
he attended with his vessels, it would seem that he was 
in command of armed ships. But his reputation as a 
skilful and sagacious commander was not confined to 
the Province of New York. Privateers were hovering 
round the coast of Massachusetts^ and the aid of Kidd 
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was also inrited for the protection of its commerce, — 
and, in Jane, 1691, the month after the proceedings in 
the_^Provincial Legislature of New York, negotiations 
were entered into with him bj the government of the 
colony of Massachusetts. It is not known that anj 
agreement was finally made ; and no trace of anj ex- 
pedition has been found. The following were the 
terms proposed bj Massachusetts, and the reply of 
Oapt. Kidd. 



Br The Govbenob and Council. 

Proposals offered to Oapt. Kidd and Oapt. 

"Walkington to encourage their going 

forth in their Majesties' Service to 

suppress an enemy Privateer now 

upon this coast. 

That they have liberty to beat up drums for forty 

men a-piece, to go forth on this present expedition, 

not taking any children or servants without their 

parents or masters' consent. A list of the names of 

such as go in the said vessels to be presented to the 

Governor before their departure. 

That they cruise upon the coast for the space of ten 
or fifteen days in search of the said Privateer, and 
then come in again and land the men supplied them 
from hence. 

That what provisions shall be expended within the 
said time, for so many men as are in both the said 
vessels, be made good to them on their return, in case 
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they take no purchase ; but if they shall take the Pri- 
vateer, or any other vessels, then only a proportion of 
provisions for so many men as they take in here. 

If any of our. men happen to be wounded in the en- 
gagement with the Privateer, that they be cured at the 
publick charge. 

That the men supplied from hence, be proportionable 
sharers with other the men belonging to said vessels, 
of all purchase that shall be taken. 

Besides the promise of a gratuity to the Captiuns, 
twenty pounds a-piece in mone^. 

Boston^ June 8, 1691. 



Pbopositions of Oapt. Kidd. 

Imprimis. To have forty men, with their arms, pro- 
visions and ammunition. 

^dVy. All the men ^that shall be wounded, which 
have been put in by the country, shall be put onshore, 
and the country to take care of them. ' And if so for- 
tunate as to take the pirate and her prizes, then to bring 
them into Boston. 

Zdly, For myself to have oao hundred pounds in 
money ; thirty pounds thereof to be paid down, the 
rest upon my return to Boston : and if we bring in 
said ship and her prizes, then the same to be divided 
amongst our men. 

^thVy. The provisions put on board me, must be ten 
barrels pork and beef, ten barrels of flour, two hogs- 
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heads of peas, and one barrel of gunpowder for the 
great guns. 

5^AZy. That I will cruise on the coast for ten days* 
time ; and if so that he is gone off the coast, that I 
cannot hear of him, I will then, at mj retnm, take , 
care and set what men on shore that I have had, and 
are willing to leave me or the ship. 

Capt. Walkington is also willing to serve the country 
on the same terms, that is to say, to have so many 
men, arms, provisions, and ammunition, and same care 
for the wounded men, and for so much money, and so 
much in hand, and the same quantity of provision to be 
put onboard. 



■Among the men who were prominent in the Pro- 
vince of New York in 1691, and also previous to that 
period, and for thirty years after, was Bobert Living- 
ston, the first of that distinguished family which has 
furnished so many eminent men, who have adorned 
the bar and the bench, who were prominent as states- 
men, and who, for nearly a century and a half, exerted 
an almost controlling influence over the colonial and 
state policy of New York. He was born in Scotland 
in 1654, and in 1674, at the early age of twenty, emi- 
grated to New York, and soon after settled at Albany, 
Here he continued to reside for many years, filling the 
offices of Town-Clerk and Secretary for Indian affairs. 
It was whilst holding this latter office, which brought 
him acquainted with the Indians and their affairs, that 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



WILLUM KIDD. 108 



he acquired those large tracts of land^ known as the 
Manor of Livingston. The grants were naade at dif- 
ferent times ; but it was in 1686, under the adminis- 
tration of Thomas Dongan, that he obtained &om that 
Governor a confirmation of his previous patents, to- 
gether with a great extension, and whicli were there- 
after to be called " The Lordship and the Manor of 
Livingston," with right to establish a Court Leet and 
a Court Baron, to enforce fines, and to exprcise other 
extraordinary powers. He was unquestionably a man 
of unusual enterprize and sagacity, exerting great 
influence over his friends, using that influence for his 
own advancement, and especially in the acquisition of 
great wealth for those times. Taking an active part in 
all the political movements, he seems to have had con- 
troversies with several of the Governors, and to have 
been the subject of severe invective and censure. He 
was especially obnoxious to Leisler, who issued a war- 
rant for his arrest when acting as Lieutenant-Governor, 
and which is a curious specimen of the violence of the 
limes. 

" Whereas one Robert Livingston, by the instigation 
of the Devil, did utter the malice of his heart, in say- 
ing that he was informed that a parcel of rebels were 
gone out of Holland to England, and that the Prince 
of Orange headed them ; saying that they might see 
how they got off again, or words to this purpose, and 
that, they should come to the same end that Monmouth 
did, and hath committed other high crimes. 

" These are in his Majesty's name to will and re- 
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quire all persons within this Province to apprehend 
the said Livingston and bring him before me to answer 
for the same ; and all Governors and Magistrates of 
the neighboring Colonies are hereby advertized and 
desired in his Majesty's, King William's, behalf, to 
lyssist in apprehending the said Livingston within their 
jurisdiction, as they do tender the King's interest, the 
welfare of the Protestant cause and their allegiance. 
" Given, &c., Ma/rch 1, 1689. 

JaOOB XiEISLEB." 

This warrant was sent to the Governors of Connec- 
ticut and Massachusetts, Xivingston having left Albany 
and gone into New England. K he was in any way 
inclined at this time to be a Jacobite, he seems after- 
wards to have given in his adhesion on the arrival of 
Governor Sloughter, for he was present at the trial and 
execution of Leisler and Milbome, and the latter on 
the scaffold accused him of being the cause of his 
death. The opposition of Livingston was probably 
rather to Leisler and his administration than to the 
King. It has been seen that on Sloughter's arrival as 
Governor, Kidd, at his special instance, was rewarded 
for his good services, so that both he and Livingston 
were, at this time, attached to the same political 
party. We shall find them both afterwards in Lon- 
don together as friends, and in opposition to the ad- 
ministration of Governor Fletcher, the successor of 
Sloughter. 
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The wars which preceded and followed the acces- 
sion of the Prince of Orange to the throne of England, 
and the unsettled state of the British possessions in 
America, had covered the seas with pirates, many of 
the most daring and successful of whom belonged to 
the American colonies. The Indian Ocean, it was 
said, swarmed with these bold and skilful robbers on 
the sea. In the year 1695, the subject of these pira- 
cies had become one of serious consideration in 
England, and engaged the earnest attention of the 
government. The East India Company, which even 
at that day was carrying on a vast and lucrative com* 
merce with the East, represented to the government 
that vessels belonging to the Great Mogul had been 
taken, and that they feared reprisals upon their ships, 
and the Company petitioned that a vessel of war 
might be sent out for the special purpose of destroying 
these pirates. But on exaiiiination it was found that 
the government had no suitable vessel which could be 
spared for that purpose. At this time both Kidd and 
Eobert Livingston were in London^ Eidd being therQ 
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in command of a merchant vessel; and snch waa 
Kidd's supposed knowledge of the haunts of the 
pirates, from his previous employment in the affairs of 
the colonies, as well as his reputation as a bold and 
skilful officer, that it was understood that he was to 
have the command of this government ship, if one 
should be fitted out. There was also another difficulty 
in the way of sending a government ship, as it was 
said that Parliament had so appropriated the money 
for the sea, that no part of it could be applied to this 
expedition." 

" The King," says Bishop Burnet, " proposed tlie 
managing it by a private undertaking, and said he 
would lay down £3000 pounds himself, and recom- 
mended it to his ministers to find out the rest. In 
compliance with this, the Lord Somers, the Earls of 
Orford, Rumney, Bellamont, and others, contributed 
the whole expense, for the King excused himself by 
reason of other accidents, and ^iid not advance the 
. sum he had promised." 

A private adventure was accordingly agreed upon, 
and after some negociation articles of agreement were 
entered into. Lord Somers, then Lord Chancellor of 
England, " a Chancellor eminent as a lawyer, a states- 
man, and a man of letters," and " whose private life 
was embellished by many virtues;" the Earl of 
Halifax, then Chancellor of the Exchequer, a states- 
man of a " powerful intellect, of a vigorous but 
cautious temperament;" Richard Coote, Earl of 
Bellamont, an Irish nobleman, then recently ap- 
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pointed Governor-General of New York and New 
England ; Sir Eichard Harrison, and William Kidd, 
and Robert Livingston, and, probably, the Earls of 
Orford and Rumney, formed the famous copartnership. 
It was said that Lord Spmers contributed £500. The 
agreement with Kidd was, however, in the name of 
the Earl of Bellamont, and for the faithful perform- 
ance on his part, Kidd entered into a bond in the 
penalty of £20,000 pounds sterling, with Robert Liv- 
ingston as security in another bond of £10,000 pounds 
sterling. The following are the articles and bonds : 

Articles of Agreement made this 
Tenth day of October, in the year of 
our Lord 1695, between the Right 
Honble. Richard Earl of Bellamont of 
the one part, and Robert Livingston, 
Esq., and Capt William Kidd of the 
other part. 

1. Whereas the said Capt. Kidd is desirous to obtain 
a commission as Captain of a private man of war, in 
order to take prizes from the King's enemies, and 
otherwise to annoy them, and whereas, also, icertain 
persons did some time since depart from New 
England, Rhode Island, New York, and other parts in 
America and elsewhere, with an intention to pyrates 
and to comit spoyles and depredations against the laws 
of Nations in the Red Sea and elsewhere, and to 
return with such goods and riches as they should get, 
to certain places by them agreed upon, of which said 
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persons and places the said Oapt. Kidd hath notice, 
and is desirous to fight with and subdue the said pyrates, 
and also all other pyrates with whom the said Capt. 
Edd shall meet at sea, in case he is impowered so to- 
do. And whereas it is agreed between the said par- 
ties aforesaid, a good and sufficient ship to the likeing 
of the sd. Capt. Kidd shall be forthwith bought, 
whereof the said Capt. Kidd is to have the comand. 
Now these presents witness, and it is agreed between 
the said parties. 

1. The said Earle of Bellamont doth covenant and 
agree, at his proper charge, to procure from the King's 
Majesty, or from the Lords Comrs. of the Admiralty 
(as the case shall require), one or more commissions 
impowering him, the said Capt. Kidd, to act against 
the King's enemies, and to take j)rizes from them, as 
a private man of warr, in the usuall manner, and also 
to fight with, conquer, and subdue pyrates, and to take 
them and their goods ; with such large and heneficicM 
powers and clauses in such commissions as may be most 
proper and effectuall in such cases. 

2. The said Earle doth covenant and agree, that 
within three months after the said Capt. Kidd's 
departure from England! for the purposes in these pre- 
sents mentioned, he will procure at his proper charge 
a grant from the King, to be made to some indifferent 
and trusty person, of all such merchandizes, goods, 
treasure, and other things as shall be taken from the 
sayd pyrates, or any other pyrates whatsover, by the 
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said Capt. Kidd, or by the said ship, or any other 
ship or ships under his command. 

3. The said Earle doth agree to pay four fifth parts 
(the whole in five parts to be divided) of all moneys 
which shall be laid out for 'the buying such good and 
suflScient ship, for the purposes aforesaid, together 
rigging and other apparell and furniture thereof, and 
providing the same wth competent victualling; the 
said ship to be approved of by the said parties ; and 
the said other fifth part of the charges of the said ship 
to be paid for by the said Robert Livingston and 
William Kidd. 

4. The said Earle doth agree that, in order to the 
speedy buying the said ship, and in part of the said 
four parts of five of the said charges, he will pay down 
the sum of sixteen hundred pounds by way of advance, 
on or before the sixth day of November next ensuing. 

6. The said Eobert Livingston and Oapt. William 
Kidd do joyntly and severally covenant and agree, 
that, on or before the said sixth day of November, 
when the said Earle of Bellomont is to pay the said 
sum of sixteen hpndred pounds as aforesaid, they will 
advance and pay down four hundred pounds, in part 
of the share and proportion which they are to have in 
the said ship. 

6. The said Earle doth agree to pay such further 
sum of money as shall compleat and make up the said 
four parts of five of the charge of the said ship's 
apparell, furniture, and victualling, unto the sd. Robert 
Livingston and William Kidd, within seven weeks 
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v. 

after the date of these presents ; and in the like 
manner the sd. Kobert Livingston and William Kidd 
do agree Xo j>2i,j such further sum as shall amount to a 
fifth part of the whole charge of the said ship within 
seven weeks aft;er the date of these presents. 

7. The said Captain Kidd doth covenant and agree 
to procure and take with him on board of the said 
ship, one hundred mariners or seamen, or thereabout, 
and to make what reasonable and convenient speed 
he can, to sett out to sea with the said ship, and to 
saile to such parts and places where he may meet with 
the said pyrates, and to use his utmost endeavour to 
meet with, subdue, and conquer the said pyrates, or 
any other pyrates, and to take from them their goods, 
merchandizes, and treasures, also to take what prizes 
he can from the King's enemies, and forthwith to 
make the best of his way to Boston, in New England, 
and that without' touching at any other port or harbour 
whatsoever, pr without breaking bulk or diminishing 
any part of what he shall so take or obtain, on any 
pretence whatsoever, of which he shall make oath in 
case the same be desired by the said Earle of Bella- 
mont, and there to deliver the same into the hands or 
possession of the said Earle. 

8. The said Capt. doth agree that the contract and 
bargain which he will make with his said ship's crew 
shall be no purchase, no pay, and not otherwise ; and 
that the share and proportion which his said crew 
shall, by such contract, have of such prizes, goods, 
merchandizes, and treasure, as he shall take as prize. 
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or from anj pjrates, shall not at the most exceed a 
fourth part of the same, and shall be less than a fourth 
part, in case the same maj reasonably and con- 
veniently be agreed upon. 

9. The said Robert Livingston and Oapt. "William 
Kidd do, joyntly and severally, agree with the said 
Earle of Bellamont, that in case the said Capt. Kidd 
do not meet with the sayd Pyrates which went from 
New England, Rhode Island, New York, and else- 
where, as aforesaid, or do not take from any other 
pyrates, or from any of the King's enemies, such goods, 
merchandizes, and other things of value, as being 
divided as hereinafter is mentioned, shall fully recom- 
pence the said Earle for the moneys by him expended 
in buying the said four fifth parts of the said ship and 
premises, that then they shall refund and repay to the 
said Earle of Bellamont the whole money by him to be 
advanced in sterling money, or money equivalent 
thereunto, on or before the twenty-fifth day of March, 
which shall be in the year of our Lord one thousand 
six hundred ninety and seven, the danger of the seas 
wid of the enemie, and mortality of the said Capt. 
Kidd allways excepted, upon paymt. whereof the said 
Robert Livingston and William Kidd are to have the 
sole property in the said ship and furniture, and this 
indenture to be delivered up to them, with all other 
covenants and obligacons thereunto belonging. 

10. It is agreed between the said parties that, as 
well the goods, merchandizes, treasure, and other 
things., which shall be taken from the said pyrates, or 
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any pyrates, by the said William Kidd, as also all 
such prizes as shall be by him taken from any of the 
King's enemies, shall be divided in manner following, 
that is to say, such part as shall be for that purpose 
agreed upon by the said Capt. Kidd, so as the same 
do not in the whole exceed a fourth part, shall be paid 
or delivered to the ship's crew for their use, and the 
other three parts to be divided into five equall parts, 
whereof the said Earle is to have to his own use four 
full parts, and the other fifth part to be equally divided 
between the said Robert Livingston and the said 
"William Kidd, and is to be paid and delivered them 
by the said Earle of Bellamont, without deduction or 
abatement on any pretence whatsoever; but it is 
always to be understood that such prizes as shall be 
taken from the King's enemies are to be lawfully ad- 
judged prize in the usuall manner, before any division 
or otherwise intermedling therewith, than according to 
the true intent of the said commission to be granted in 
that behalfe. 

Lastly, it is covenanted and agreed between the 
parties to these presents, that in case the said Oapt. 
William Kidd do bring to Boston aforesaid, and there 
deliver to the Earle of Bellamont goods, merchandizes, 
treasure, or prizes, to the value of one hundred thou- 
sand pounds or upwards, wch. he shall have taken from 
the said pyrates, or from the King's enemies, that then 
the ship, which is now speedily to be bought by the 
said parties, shall be and remain to the sole use and 
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behoof of him, the said Capt. "William Kidd, as a 
reward and gratificacon for his good service therein. 
EoiBEET Livingston. (Seal.) 
"William Kidd. (Seal.) 

Memorandum, — Before the signing, sealing, and 
delivery of these presents, it was covenanted and 
agreed by the said Earl of Bellainont with the said 
Eobert Livingston, Esq., and the said Capt. William 
Kidd, that the person to whom the grant above men- 
tioned in these articles shall be made by his Maty., 
shall, within eight days at the most, after such grant 
has passed the Great Seal of England, assign and 
transfer to each of them, the said Eobert Livingston, 
Esq., and the said Capt. William Kidd, respectively, 
their heirs or assignes, one full tenth part (the ship's 
^ crew share and proportion being first deducted) of all 
such goods, treasure, or other things as shall ^be taken 
by the said Capt. Kidd by virtue of such Commission 
as aforesaid, and the said grantee shall make such 
assignment as aforesaid, in such manner as by the said 
Eobert Livingston, Esq., and the said Capt. William 
Kidd, or their councill learned in the law shall be rea- 
sonably devised and required, and then these presents 
were sealed and delivered (the sixpenny stamp being 
first aflSxed) in the presence of us. 

Martha Bkehen. 

John Maddocks. 

John Moulder. 
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Whereas the necessary fitting, equipping, and set- 
ting, the Adventure Galley, bought by the above men- 
tioned William Kidd in pursuance of these present 
Articles, could not be compleatly finished and perfected 
within the time thereby limited, and, consequently, 
that all the severall sums of mony therein covenanted 
to be paid were not actually paid by all or any of the 
parties to the above written covenants and agreements 
within the time thereby expressly limitted and directed ; 
but that, nevertheless, all the said sums have since 
been paid, and the said ship bought for the voyage 
and design expressed in these articles, is now com- 
pleatly fitted and provided with all things necessary 
and lyes ready to depart, and that also the severall 
Commissions have been obtained by the Earle of 
Bellamont; it is hereby further mutually declared, 
covenanted, and agreed by and between the above- 
said Eight Honourable Kichard Earle of Bellamont, 
and Eobert Livingston, and William Kidd, on behalfe 
of themselves and all others concerned therein, that, 
notwithstanding the delay in the dispatch of the said 
ship or galley, and of any of the paymts. of the monys 
expressed in the above written agreements, that yet, 
nevertheless, all and singular the severall agreements, 
articles, and clauses therein mentioned and intended, 
are hereby declared to be, and are and shall remain in 
as full force and virtue, as if the said ship had been 
dispatched and all the sums of mony had been actu- 
ally paid within the time limitted and directed by the 
said Articles, any thing herein to the contrary notwith" 
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BtandiDg. Dated in London, the 20th day of Feb., 
1695-6. 

William Kidd, (Seal.) 
Signed, sealed, and delivered 
in the presence of 

Joto FooHE, Jun., William Thomson. 
A true copy. 
(Signed) 

Bellamont. 



BoNB of Captain Kjdd. 10 Oct., 1695. 

Noverint nniversi per presentes me Williel- 
mnm Kidd de London Nantam, teneri et firmiter 
obligari p honorabili Eichardo Comiti de Bella- 
mont in regno Hibemise in viginti mille libris 
bone et legalis monete Anglise Sol vend eidem 
Comiti de Bellamont ant sno certo attomat. exe- 
cutor vel administrator snis, ad qnam quidem 
soluconem bene et fideliter faciend. obligo me 
heredes execntores et administratores meos firmiter 
per presentes sigillo meo sigillat. Dat. decimo 
die Octobris anno regni Dmi nostri Willielmi 
Tertij dei Gratia Anglise Scotiaa Francise et 
Hibemise Eegis Fidei Defensor, &c. Septimo, 
annoque Dom. 1696. 

The condicon of this obligacon is such, that if the 
above bonnden William Kidd, his executors and ad- 
ministrators, do well and truely observe, perform, full- 
fill, accomplish, pay and keep all and singular the 
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covenants, grants, articles, clauses, provisoes, pay- 
ments, condicons and agreements whatsoever, which 
on the part and behalf of the said William Kidd, his 
executors and administrators, are or ought to be ob- 
served, performed, fullfiUed, accomplished, paid and 
kept, comprised or mentioned in certain articles of 
agreement, bearing even date with these presents, 
made or expressed to be made between the said Earle 
of Bellamont of the one part, and Eobert Livingston, 
Esq., and the said William Kidd of the other part, in 
all things according to the true intent and meaning of 
the same, then this present obligacon to be void and 
of none effect, or else to remain in fdll force, power 

and vertue. 

WiLUAM Ejdd. (Seal.) 
Sealed and delivered (the 
sixpenny stamp being aflSsed) 

in the presence of us. 

Maetha Brehen. 

John Maddook. 

John Moulder. 

Bond op Eobt. Livingston. 10 Oct., 1695. 

Noverint universi per presentes me Eobertum 
Livingston de London Armigerum teneri et fir- 
miter obligari p honorabili Richardo Comiti de 
Bellamont in regno Hibemise in decem mille 
libris bone et Jegalis monetae Angliae solvend 
eidem Comiti de Bellamont aut suo certo Attomat 
Executor, vel Adininistrator. suis ad quam qui- 
dem soluconem bene et fideliter faciend. obligo 
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me heredes executores et administratores meos 
finniter per presentes Sigillo meo sigillat. Dat 
decimo die Octobris "Hniio regni Domi nostri 
Willielmi terty Dei Gratia AnglisB Scotisa 
Franciae et Hibernise. Eegis, Fidei Defensoris 
Septimo, annoq Dom. 1695. 

The condicon of this obligacon is such, that if the 
above bounden Kobert Livingston, his executors and 
administrators do well and truely observe, perform, 
fullfill, accomplish, pay, and keep all and singular the 
covenants, grants, articles, clauses, provisoes, pay- 
ments, conditions and agreements whatsoever, which, 
on the part and behalfe of the said Robert Livingston, 
his executors and administrators, are or ought to be 
observed, performed, fullfiU'd, accomplished, paid and 
kept, comprized or mentioned in certain Articles of 
Agreement, bearing date with these presents, made or 
expressed to be made between the sd. Earle of Bella- 
mont of the one part, and the said Robert Livingston 
and Capt. William Eadd of the other part, in all 
things according to the true inteAt and meaning of the 
same, then this present obligacon to be void and of 
none effect, or else to be and remain in full force, 

power, and vertue. 

EoBEET Livingston. (Seal.) 

Sealed and delivered (the 

sixpenny stamp being aflixed) 

in the presence of us. 

Maetha Brehen. 

John Maddock. 

John Mouldeb. 
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On the 11th day of December following (1695) a 
commission was issued to Kidd, out of the High 
Court of Admiralty, of England, by which they did 
" grant commission to, and do license and authorise 
the said William Kidd to set forth in warlike manner 
the said ship, called the Adventure Galley, under his 
own command, and therewith, by force of arms, to ap- 
prehend, seize, and take the ships, vessels, and goods 
belonging to the French King, and his subjects, or 
inhabitants within the dominion of the said French 
King, cmd such otJier sihipa^ "oesseU^ cmd goods as a/re 
or shall he Uahle to confiscation^ d&c." This was his 
commission as a privateer, and under which he after- 
wards, on his trial, endeavored to justify his conduct, 
alleging that the ship which he took, and for the cap- 
ture of which he was charged with piracy, though i;iot 
belonging to the French King or his subjects, was 
sailing under French passes, and was therefore lawful 
prize. 

But it was on the 26th day of January, 1696, that 
the great seal of England was affixed, at Kensington, 
by order of the King, to that celebrated commission to 
Kidd, which was afterwards the cause of great excite- 
ment, and the issuing of which, as well as being con- 
cerned in the expedition, formed a prominent ground 
in the articles of impeachment afterwards presented by 
the House of Commons against the Earl of Halifax 
and Lord Somers. 

By this last commission Kidd was authorized and 
empowered to seize and take into custody certain per- 
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Bons, natives or inhabitants of New England or New 
York, namelj, Oapt. Thomas Too, John Ireland, Capt* 
Thomas Wake, and Capt. William Maze, and "all 
snch Pirates, Freebooters and S^a Rovers, being either 
our own subjects, or of any other nations associated 
with them, which you shall meet with upon the coast 
or seas of America, or in any other seas or ports, with 
their ships and vessels, and oho such merchandize^ 
money ^ goods^ a/nd wares as ahaJZ he found on hoard 
<w with tJiem^ in case they shall willingly yield them^ 
selves. But if they will not submit without fighting, 
then you are by force to compel them to yield. And 
we do also require you to bring, or cause to be ^ 
brought, such Pirates, Freebooters, and Sea Eovers as 
you shall seize, to a legal trial, to the end they may be 
proceeded against according to the law in such cases. 
And we do hereby charge am,d command all ou/r officers^ 
ministers^ and others our loving siAjects whatsoever^ 
* to he aiding a/ad assistmg to you m tlie prerrmes^ c&o.^^ 
The Earl of Bellamont had agreed to procure a 
commission with ^' large and beneficial powers and 
clauses," and he certainly fulfilled his agreement. By 
a subsequent grant from the Crown, all the money and 
property taken from the pirates, excepting one tenth 
reserved to the King himself, was made over to the 
owners of the Adventure Galley. Thus property 
taken wrongfully by pirates would pass over by 
their capture to the owners of this vessel, so that, 
literally, they might be considered as appropriating 
stolen property to their own use. Both the legality 
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and morality of theso proceedings were afterwards 
much questioned. The subject entered into the poli- 
tical controversies of the times, and it involved the 
parties in serious and painful embarrassments. 

"With the two commissions and his instructions, thus 
clothed with great power, Kidd sailed from England 
in April, 1696, in command of the Adventure Galley, 
with a full armament, and a crew of eighty men. 

That he was a brave and skilful sailor there can be 
no doubt. He had earned his reputation amid storm 
and strife, in bu^etings on the ocean, and in fierce and 
bloody contests with the enemy. 

He was now in absolute command of a well-armed 
ship^and his partners in the enterprise were distin- 
guished noblemen at the head of the government, 
wielding the power and guiding the destinies of 
England. 

Kidd sailed directly for New York, and on the voy- 
age fell in with and captured a French ship, which 
he carried -into that port, and which was there con- 
demned as lawful prize. On his arrival at New York 
he put up articles for volunteers upon the principle 
stipulated with the Earl of Bellamont, of " no purchase 
no pay." He remained in that port for some three or 
four months, increasing his crew to 155 men, and then 
departed for the Indian Ocean, touching at Madeira 
on his voyage. Arrived in the Indian Ocean, he 
entered upon that career which drew upon him the 
attention of government, and which led to his being 
proclaimed a pirate. 
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Eeturning now to those engaged with Kidd. The 
Earl of Bellamont did not arrive in New Tork to enter 
npon his duties as governor until April, 1698. Colonel 
Benjamin Fletcher had succeeded Governor Sloughter 
as Governor of New Tork. Fletcher was now re- 
called, and Bellamont arrived out, not only as Gover- 
nor of New York, but " with a commission extending 
to the borders of Canada, including all the Northern 
British possessions, except Connecticut and Rhode 
Island."* 

Hutchinson, in his History of Massachusetts, thus 
speaks of him : — 

"Lord Bellamont arrived at Boston from New York, 
May 26th, 1699. A nobleman at the head of the Go- 
vernment was a new thing. All ranks of people ex- 
erted themselves to show him respect, and the appear- 
ance was so pompous, that his lordship thought it gave 
him good reason to expect a very honourable support, 
from a province so well stocked with inhabitants, arid 
in a state of so much affluence. He took every method 
to ingratiate himself with the people. He was con- 
descending, affable, and courteous, upon all occasions. 
He professed to be of the most moderate principles, in 
religion and government ; although a churchman, yet 
far from high church, and he attended the weekly lec- 
ture at Boston with great reverence, and professed 
great regard and esteem for the preachers. He avoided 
all unnecessary contests with -private persons or with 
either branch of the legislature. His inclination led 

* Bancroft, vol. iii. p. 59. 
6 

Digitized by LjOOQIC 



122 WILLIAM KIDD. 

him to Mr. Dudley's enemies, but he did not neglect 
those who are friendly and attached to him. There 
was perfect harmony in the General Court whilst he 
presided. 

"There was something singular and unparliamen- 
tary in his form of proceeding in Council ; for he con- 
sidered himself as at the head of the board, in their 
legislative as well as executive capacity. He concerned 
himself in all their debates ; proposed all business, and 
frequently recommended them to resolve into a com- 
mittee upon bills or clauses in bills ; and then, as the 
entries stand, he left the chair, and the committee 
(being ready to report) reassumed : nor did he think 
it proper they should act as a house of parliailient in 
his absence ; but when detained at home, by messages 
from time to time, directed their going into a com- 
mittee and preparing business against such time as he 
should be able to attend." 

It was in July of this year, (1699) Kidd was arrest- 
ed by the Earl of Bellamont, at Boston, and sent hy 
him to England, for trial. The great political changes 
in England, and the overthrow of the Ministry, com- 
bined with the complaints of the East India company, 
had attracted much attention to this enterprise. The 
Earl of Bellamont died at ^ew York, in the following 
spring. While the subject of Kidd and, his commis- 
sions was attracting attention, and before he was 
brought to trial, there appeared a pamphlet containing 
a vindication of the Earl, and of his connection with 
the enterprise. It purports to have been, and doubt- 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILLIAM KIDD. 128 

less was written partly before and partly after the 
Earl's death, but was evidently prepared by some one 
who had an intimate knowledge of the whole trans- 
action. It is by a person of quality^ but whether 
from the pen of Lord Somers himself, or that of either 
of the other Lords who were impeached, cannot be 
ascertained. That it was written by some- one having 
knowledge of the Law, seems very plain. It contains 
some remarks and reflections in relation to Eidd 
which do not appear to have been warranted by the 
facts. As it discusses all the points as to the legality 
and morality of the commissions and grants, and as it 
is a very curious and rare document, it is given 
entire, though containing some things with which the 
reader has already become acquainted, and other 
matters which will hereafter require explanation. 
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THE PUBLISHER TO THE READER. 

The following Letters were written at several times, 
the &st in December, 1699, the second in April, 1701. 
In reading them regard ought to be had to the Dates, 
especially that of the fonner Letter ; otherwise some 
Passages may not be clearly apprehended. I had the 
Writer's leave to shew these Letters to his Friends and 
mine, indeed they wrote for that purpose ; but the 
Printing is without his knowledge ; and I fear he will 
be displeas'd when ho hears of it. Had I found him 
in England at my coming, I should have laboured to 
prevail with him to have form'd his Letters into a 
continued Relation, and to have carried it on farther ; 
because several remarkable things about Eadd have 
happened since his second Letter; but he is absent 
and I know few Pei^ons fit to alter his Papers, and 
therefore the Letters are Publish'd as they were sent. 
I am sensible I ought to beg forgiveness of my living 
Friend, for presuming so far out of Zeal for the 
Honour of my Dead Friend and Kinsman. 

Till I Heard of my Lord's Death, which happened 
the 5th of March, lYOO, and was heard of in England, 
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about the latter end of April, 1701, (but did not reach 
me till above a Month after) I never thought it neces- 
sary to Publish any thing on this Subject. I observed 
the Persons, who were talk'd of in this Affair, almost 
as much as the E. of Bellomont, were silent ; and the 
I did not comprehend their Eeasons, I acquiesc'd in 
their Prudence. Besides I expected daily to hear of 
the Earl of Bellomont's being recall'd, His avow'd 
Enemies having the Power in their hands. I knew 
he had a manly way of Writing, and believ'd he 
would be a very good Apologist for himself, and 
possibly might know of some Facts fit to be mention'd, 
which (as well instructed as the worthy Author of 
these Letters appears to be) might be unknown to any 
but himself. But as soon as I heard of the E. of 
Bellomont's Death, and that this matter, after all that 
had pass'd, was made an Article of Impeachment 
against two Noble Lords, so that still Kidd's name 
was to make a talk in the World, I thought it abso- 
lutely due to the Memory of the truly Virtuous and 
Noble Earl, to Publish this Faithful, and I believe 
perfect Account, of his part in the whole Matter. 

I am altogether unqualified for Writing, and had 
not ventured at these few Lines, but that some 
Account seemed necessary to be given, why these 
Papers came out at all, .and at this time. But since I 
have broke the Ice, I will presume a little farther, and 
tell the Eeader my Thoughts on the Passage which I 
mentioned a little before. 

If men may be accus'd Criminally in a H of 
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C and the Fact examined into, and a Judgment 

pass'd upon it in Favour of the Parties, and after this, 

another H of C ■ — (upon a Notion that they 

are not bound by what others did before) may take up 
the same Matter again, and come to a 'New Judgment; 
and 80 on, till at last it chances that by good Manage- 
ment a Vote may pass the other way, (for if it may be 
twice, it may be ten times :) To go yet farther, if the 

same H of C after Having solemnly 

Determined a thing not to be illegal, can in the same 
Session of Parliament, without any New Evidence, 
make it an Article of Impeachment as a thing against 
Law ; I say, if this sort of Proceeding be according 
to the English Constitution I shall be more reserved in 
extolling our Constitution for the time to Come. 

I have one more Observation to make. The Address 
of Eadd's Tryal was the 80th of March. Generally 
speaking the desires which come from that place, are. 
the only Effectual Commands ; And yet Kidd re- 
mained untryed till the 8th or 9th of May. What the 
Beason of this great delay was, is hard to determine, 
but the care of bringing it on, rested upon a Gentle- 
man, whb, as my Friend takes Notice, was extremely 
alter'd from what he had been, since a Great Political 
Office was added to His Judicial Place. 

It is affirmed by some, (who it is said will not be 
backward in making it out, upon a good Occasion) that 
both before, and after his Tryal, no endeavours were 
wanting to make Kidd understand the only way 
whereby he might deserve his Pardon. Dr. Q — — -g 
6* 
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knows who the Person was, who was with Kidd more 
than once, some few Days before his Execution, and 
dealt so freely with him to advise him to Charge two 
Lords by name with somewhat that was Material, 
which he said was the only way could save his Life. 
And the more to provoke the poor Wretch to follow 
his advice, swore to him that those Lords, and their 
Friends, were restless in soliciting to have him 
Hang'd ; and therefore it was reasonable enough for 
him to do their business. 

God disappointed all these cursed Designs. Perhaps 
the unhappy Creature knew himself Uncapable to 
make a probable Story, or to carry on one, tho made 
to his hands, and that deferred him from hearkening 
to these Counsels of Devils. I rather hope that, as 
wicked as he had been, he was not arrived to such a 
degree as to attempt to take away Mens Lives and 
Honour by deliberate Perjuries. I must not omit to 
set down one matter of Fact for the Honour of the 
Earl of Bellomont. He died at his Government of 
New-York. As soon as the Unhappy News came to 
Boston in New England, where the General Assembly 
was then Sitting, a Proclamation was publish'd by the 
Deputy-Governor and Council, upon the Unanimous 
Address of the Assembly, for Appointing a General 
Fast to be Observed throughout the Province, to 
bewail the Loss of such a Govemour, as a Publick 
Calamity : So much was his Yertue known and 
Esteem'd abroad, while he was so unreasonably 
Persecuted in his Native Country. 
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London, 21 December^ 1699. 

ToF have press'd me very often, and with much 
earnestness, to give you a Relation of the Business of 
Captain Kidd, which you say has for a great while, 
been the principal Subject of discourse in the King- 
dom where you are, and where our Friend the Earl of 
Bellomont has the Honour to be a Peer; and you 
have repeated it often, that the Common respect we 
have for him exacts it from me. It is always with 
Reluctance when I decline any of your Commands, 
but I thought my self never more in the right than to 
refuse you in this instance. I look'd on my self as 
altogether unqualified to Answer what you desired, 
since it has not been my good fortune to have pursued 
the Study of the Law as my Profession ; and there- 
fore likely to give but a mean Account of a dispute 
consisting much of questions in law. 

But your last Letter gave mo so satisfactory a 
reason for your pitching on me for this Task, that I 
presently determined to Obey you as well as I could. 
You tell me my known Friendship for the Earl of 
Bellomont, and my long and intimate familiarity with 
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him, made you conclude he would engage in nothing 
of Consequence, to which he would let me be a 
Stranger, and therefore you could think of no person 
from whom you could so reasonably hope for a sincere 
account of the matter of Fact. That this was what 
you and your Friends principally aimed at, being 
more desirous to form a Judgment for your selves, 
than curious to hear the diflferent constructions which 
Malice or Friendship to the persons concerned, might 
put upon that Affair. 

Your meaning being thus explain'd, I found my self 
better fitted for what you would impose upon me, than 
I did at first Imagine. You are in the right, I was 
. privy to all the Steps taken by the Earl of Bellomont, 
from his first hearing the Name of Kidd, till he left 
England : and in saying so, I do in effect aflSrra, that 
I was acquainted with every thing that pass'd in that 
affair. For I know that as he was the first person 
who barkened to that proposal,. and the firat who 
mentioned it to the King, so it was his interest, and 
(if I may say so) his Importunity that drew in all the 
rest that became concem'd, and that the Conduct of 
the whole affair was entirely trusted to him, except 
the single part of buying and fitting out the Ship, 
wherein Sir Edmund Harrison was Joyn'd with him. 
I may add that I have carefully attended when-ever 
this matter was spoken of, and I am perfectly in- 
structed in the Papers, which were laid before the 
House of Commons, so that I am perhaps as capable 
as any body of sending you a Narrative of the Fact. 
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And if you will accept of the Story plainly told, I 
will be responsible it shall be nicely true. And that 
I may satisfy you as far as I can. When I have 
gone through the Fact, I will also Endeavour to 
Explain to you (from the best observations I could 
make) how it was possible that such a matter could 
raise so much Heat and Noise, which is what you say 
you are impatient to know ; and afterwards, as well as 
I can, I will give you a Relation of the Arguments on 
both sides, and of the Opinion of the Committee of 
the whole House, which put an end to the matter. 

It is well known that for several Years two very 
pernicious things have been 'growing in our American 
Colonies ; an unlawful Trade, in fraud of the acts of 
Navigation and the Plantations, infinitely prejudicial 
to England, and the cursed practice of Piracy, utterly 
destructive of all Commerce. Many were insensibly 
drawn into these ill Courses by Observing what 
Excessive Wealth the Offenders gain'd in a short time, 
and with what Impunity they Offended. For some 
Governors, having found a way to share in the profit, 
were obliged not only to Connive at, but protect the 
Criminals. During the late War these Evils encreased 
exceedingly, either because Mens thoughts being 
engaged nearer home, there was not leisure, nor a 
possibility to look strictly after what was doing in 
those Eemote parts, or for some other reason. Tho it 
must be own'd that officers were Employed by the 
Commissioners of the Customs to inquire into the 
irregular Trade, and Orders were frequently repeated 
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to the Governor of Plantations, and to the Squad- 
rons and Men of War which, were sent to the 
West-Indies, to use their best diligence to Suppress 
Pirates. But it was easy for them to avoid Squadrons, 
and not difficult to keep out of the way of the Men of 
War, who were sent for particular purposes, and were 
appointed to certain Station^ which they could ijot 
leave, and consequently could not pursue Rovers to 
any purpose ; who thereby growing bold, did not only 
Commit Spoils on the Coasts of America, but went 
beyond the Cape of Good Hope, and Eobb'd in the 
East-Indies, and at the Entrance into the Eed Sea. 

In the Beginning of the Tear 1695, his Majesty 
thought fit to Name the Earl of Bellomont to be 
Governor of New- York, a place remarkably infected 
with those two dangerous Diseases. The Earl as often 
told me, that what the King said to him, when he first 
let him know his pleasure, was that which chiefly 
induced him to accept of the Employment. His 
Majesty did him the Honour to say he thought him a 
Man of Resolution and Integrity, and with those 
Qualifications more likely than any other he could 
then think of to put a Stop to that illegal Trade, and 
to the Growth of Piracy ; for which reason he made 
choice of him for that Government, and for the same 
reason intended to put the Government of New- 
England into his hands. 

As soon as it was known that the Earl of Bellomont 
was design'd for Governor, all Persons who had 
Concerns in New- York . xn^de their Applications to 
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him. Amongst others, Col. JBobert Levmgston, a 
Man of a considerable Estate and a fair Eeputation, 
who had several Employments in that*Province, had 
frequent access to him, as well upon the account of 
the publick affairs there, as of several matters which 
he had then depending before the Council and at the 
Treasury. The Earl taking occasion to mention to 
this Gentleman the Scandal which lay upon New 
York in respect to the Encouragement and Eetreat 
which Pirates found there : Col. Levingston confess'd 
there was too much ground for the Complaint,* and 
that if some Speedy and effectual Course w^re not 
taken to Suppress those Enormities, so many persons 
would be drawn into the guilt, that it would become 
exceeding difficult to master them. 

When he came again to wait -on the Earl, he took 
notice of the Zeal the Earl had express'd at their last 
Conversation for putting a Stop to that Piratical Trade 
since which time he said, he had spoke with one 
Captain William Kidd, lately come from New-York in 
a Sloop of his own upon the account of Trade, who 
told him that he knew most of the principal Men who 
had been abroad^ Eoving, and divers who were lately 
gone out ; and likewise had some knowledge of the 
Places, where they usually made their Rendezvous, 
and that he would undertake to Seize most of them, 
in case he might be Employed in one of the King's 
Ships, a good Sailer of about 30 Guns, and might 
have 150 Men. He said that tho the Pirates were 
many in number, yet they had at that time no Ships 
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of considerable force. Levingstoii affirmed that Kidd 
was a bold and honest Man, and he believed fitter 
than any other to be Employ'd on that occasion. 

The King was made acquainted with the Proposal 
by the E. of Bellomont, which he was pleased to 
think very necessary to be immediately Considered, 
because about that time, divers Informations upon 
Oath had been sent to the Secretary of State, of 
several Vessels gone and a going from Bermudas, 
New- York, Ehode-Island, &c. upon Piratical Designs, 
under the Command of Thomas Too, William Maze, 
John Ireland, Thomas Wake and others, who were all 
of them known Pirates, and had made several 
Piratical Voyages, from which they had return'd with 
great Wealth. His Majesty was pleased to consult 
the Admiralty on this .occasion, but the War Employ- 
ing all the King's Ships, which were in a Condition 
for Service, and the Great Want of Seamen, (notwith- 
standing the Press and all other Means us'd,) together 
with the Remoteness of the Voyage, and the Uncer- 
tainty of meeting with the Pirates, or taking them tho 
They might be found out, occasion'd, after some 
Deliberation, the laying aside of this Project, as 
impracticable at that time. 

Col. Levingston finding no hopes of any thing to 
be done tliis Way, did propose to the Earl, that if 
Persons of Consideration might be Induced to Join in 
the Expence of Buying and fitting Out a proper Ship, 
he had such an Opinion of Kidd's Capacity and good 
Meaning, and so great a desire that some stop might 
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be put to these JPiracies, that he would be one of the 
Undertakers : And that he and Kidd would be at a 
fifth part of the Charge. Levingston aflSrm'd to the 
E. That Kidd was a settled Inhabitant at New- York, 
Lived regularly, had a Competent Estate of his own, 
and had Married at New-York a Wife with a 
considerable Fortune, by whom he had a Child. 
Adding withal, that Kidd's good Behaviour might be 
depended upon with assurance, because if he did 
otherwise than as his Duty would oblige him, he had 
no Place to go to, for he had acted such things 
against the French since the War, that he durst never 
trust himself to them. And as a further Evidence, 
how much he Confided in Kidd's Integrity, Levingston 
offer'd to become bound with him to the E. for his 
faithful Execution of his Commission and safe bringing 
back of the Yessel. 

The Earl thought himself oblig'd in Duty to saake 
this Second Overture known to his Majesty, who was 
pleas'd to approve highly of the Design, because in 
the present Circumstances, nothing of that nature was- 
to be effected any other way. He did also declare, as 
an Encouragement to such an Undertaking, that the 
Persons whom the Earl should Engage to be at 
the Expence of the Yoyage, should have a Grant of 
what Kidd should take from the Pirates, as far as it 
might belong to him, except some certain part which 
he would reserve to himself, chiefly to show that he 
was a Partner in the Undertaking. 

The Earl being thus Encouraged did heartily labour 
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to Engage his Friends, but found it very difficult to 
pursuade Men to venture their Money on so great 
Uncertainties, which (whatever Constructions some 
have since labour'd to put on that Undertaking) the E. 
has often complain'd of to me as what he thought was 
an Evidence of "Want of publick Spirits in the Nation. 
I dare say, if he had not thought the Design every 
way Honourable, he would never have entred on it 
himself, or have' ventured to propose it to such Men as 
my Lord Chancellor, the D. of Shrewsbury, the E. of 
Eumney, or my Lord Orford, since to my personal 
knowledge, as to two of those Lords, he had the 
highest Opinion of their "Worth and Yirtue, that a 
Man could conceive. And the World must believe, 
that if Men of their Character had entertained the 
least doubt of the lawfulness or commendableness of 
the design, no Solicitation of the Earl of Bellomont 
could have drawn them to Joyn in it. But so it is, 
the Earl did prevail with these Lords (after they knew 
the • King did not only allow but recommend the 
Undertaking) together with Sir Edmund Harrison 
and some friends of his, to be at the Expence of near 
60001. in buying and fitting out the Adventure- 
Galley, in the manner proposed by Levingston and 
Kidd, they two paying a fifth part of the Charges, 
according to the first Overture. The Management of 
the whole afikir was so entirely trusted to the Earl of 
Bellomont by the Lords concem'd, that the Earl has 
often told me they did not so much as know of the 
Articles which were between. Kidd and him. Those 
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Articles the Earl did once read to me, I cannot re- 
member the E^ect of them in particular, only I dare 
say they contained nothing but what was fair aitid 
warrantable. 

Kidd had a Commission from the Admiralty dated 
the 10th of December 1695, as a Private Man of 
War, but that Impowered him only to act against the 
French. He had another Commission under the 
Great Seal, dated the 26 of January 1695, to the 
Effect following. That whereas Informations h'ad been 
giren to the King, that the four Persons above named 
and other of his Majesty's Subjects, had associated 
themselves with many wicked persons, and committed 
Great Piracies in the parts of America and else- 
where, in violation of the Law of N*ations, to the 
discouragement of Trade, and to the dishonour of his 
Eoyal Authority, in case any of his Subjects guilty of 
such detestable Enormities should go Unpunish'd : 
His Majesty did there give Power to Captain Kidd, 
Commander of the Adventure-Galley, and to the 
Commander of that Ship for the time being, to 
Apprehend and Seize the Persons above named, and 
all other Pyrates whom he should meet with on the 
Coasts of America, or other Seas, with their Ships and 
Goods ; and in Case of Eesistance to Fight with and 
compel them to yield, and to bring them to a legal 
Trial, iu order to suffer the Punishment of the Law. 
The Commission also required him to keep an exact 
Journal of his proceedings, and a perfect Inventory 
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of all Ships, Arms, Ammunition and Lading of the 
Ships, which he should take with the Pirates. 

These were all the Powers which !Eadd had, and 
being thus Impowered, and being himself so far 
interested in the Undertaking, and having given such 
security as aforesaid, there seem'd to be a very good 
Caution for his fair proceeding. But that nothing 
might be wanting which the , Nature of the thing 
would admit, notwithstanding the great difficulty of 
finding Seamen at that time. Sir' Edmund Harrison 
took such care of the Crew, That every Officer in the 
Ship, and almost all the Seamen had Settled Families 
in England. 

True it is, this last care was in a great degree ren- 
dered ineflfectual, for most of his Crew were Press'd 
into the King's service Before he got out of the Eiver. 

The Ship set Sail from London in the Month of Feb. 
1695, but did not get from Plimouth, till about April 
following. Sometime after his Majesty was pleas'd, 
in pursuance of his Gracious Promise, to order a War- 
rant to be prepared for passing a Grant for the Benefit 
of the owners of the Adventure-Galley, and at the 
same time to declare that he would have a clear tenth 
part of what should be gotten, reserved for himself. 
The Lords of the Treasury being of Opinion that it 
would not be so proper to have that tenth part men- 
tioned in the Grant as to have it secured to the King 
by way of Covenant from the Grantees ; The War- 
rants was drawn accordingly, and a Bill was prepared 
pursuant to it by Sir John Hawles, his Majesty's 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILLIAM EIDD. 141 

Solicitor general : which recited the Commission, and 
took notice that the Adventure-Galley was Bought and 
Fitted for the Expedition by the King's Eoyal En- 
couragement, and at the sole Charge of the Persons 
named, and that his Majesty being desirous that so 
Chargeable an Undertaking for so good ends should 
meet with Encouragement, did Grant to them all Ships 
and Goods and other things which after the 30th of 
April, 1696, had been taken, or should be taken with 
the Persons above-named, or any other Pirates by 
Captain Kidd or other Commander of the Adventure- 
Galley, as far as the same might belong to the King 
or were Grantable by him, or in his power to dispose 
in Eight of his Crown, or as Perquisites of the Admi- 
rality, or otherwise, to be held without Account. 

Before any further Proceeding was made on this 
Bill, the E. of Bellomont, Sir E. Harrison and the 
other Grantees gave Security, prepared and Executed 
at the Treasury, to Account with His Majesty, or such 
as he should appoint on Oath, and to answer to him 
a full clear tenth part of all they should be Intitled to 
under the Grant, and this being done, the Grant went 
to the Privy Seal, and afterwards passed the Great 
Seal. 

There was no Account of Kidd or his proceedings 
for a great while. But some of the Crew of one Every, 
who had run away with the Ship called the Charles 
the 2d. and committed several Piracies, being taken. 
Letters were sent in the latter End of August, 1696, 
from the Privy Council to all the Plantations, taking 
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notice of the Piracies committed by the Charles the 
2d. and requiring the Governors, to issue out Procla- 
mations for securing Every, and as many as could be 
found of his Accomplices, apd Commanding them to 
do their Utmost to Seize all other Pirates who had 
gone from several of the Plantations. About the 
same time the Lords Justices having Ordered a Letter 
brought to them, (wherein one of the Persons con- 
cerned in Every's Piracy offered to come in as a Wit- 
ness, if he might have a Pardon,) to be sent to the 
East-Lidia Company, to know if they wanted Evi- 
dence. The Company took occasion to present a Pe- 
tition in which they said they had Witnesses enough, 
but desired that all Gold, Silver or Jewels, which had 
made or should be Seized with Pirates should not be 
disposed of, but put into the Company's possession, to 
be preserved for the use of the proprietors in India. 

The 2d. of March 1696, (a Tear after Ejdd's Sailing) 
the same Company in a Petition to the Lords of the 
Admiralty took notice, that of late great Numbers 
of ill Men had set out Ships from Europe and the 
West-Indies, and had Committed Piracies under Eng- 
lish Colours, whereby their Effects in India were in 
Danger to be Seized, and pray'd that their Ships 
might be Impower'd to take Pirates, and that the 
Company might erect a Court of Admiralty in India 
to Condemn them. 

The Lords referred this Petition to Sir Charles 
Hedges, the Judge of the Admiralty, who on the 8th 
day of the same Month Made a Eeport, that the reg- 
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ular way would be for the Lords of the Admiralty to 
-obtain a Commission under the Great Seal, giving 
Authority t© them to Grant Commissions to the Com- 
pany's Ships to take Pirates, but to be sent home in 
Custody. Observe that this was the very same Course 
Prescribed by Kidd's Commission. This Eeport did 
not approve the Company's project, of being trusted 
with a Court of Admiralty in the Indies, and therefore 
as was little approv'd by the Company. Thereupon 
Sir Charles Hedges was Ordered to attend the Admi- 
ralty Board, and did acquaint them, that if their Lord- 
ships had a Power to that purpose, — Granted under 
the Great Seal, they might appoint a Vice Admiral at 
Bombay, who might Lawfully proceed against the 
Ships of Pirates, (if they thought, any Body fit to be 
so far intrusted) but still to send home the persons in 
Custody. 

About August 1698, the East-India Company in- 
fprm'd the Lords Justices, that they had receiv'd some 
Intelligence from their Factories in the East-Indies, 
that Captain Kidd had Committed several acts of 
Piracy, particularly in seizing a Moor's Ship called 
the Quedah Merchant. The Lords Justices immedi- 
ately Ordered the Secretary of State to send Circular 
Letters to the Govemours of all the Plantations in 
America, to give Notice of this Newfi, and to Order 
them in the strictest manner to look after and Seize 
Kidd, in order that he might be Prosecuted with the 
utmost Eigour. There being great Eeason to hope 
(according to what Levingston had aflSirm'd to the E. 
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of B. as a good ground why Kidd might be trusted) 
that he would be under an absolute Necessity of com- 
ing back to some of the English Plantations. These 
Letters were sent away with all Dispatch, 

The first News otKidd's return into the American 
Seas was by a Letter from the President and Council 
of Nevis to the Secretary of State, Dated the 18 of 
May, 1699, which gave Notice that he had been seen 
in a Genouese Vessel very Leaky, that he was in dis- 
tress for Provisions, and had touch'd at two or three 
places to seek for succour, and that they had sent the 
Queenborough^ Man of War, which then attended 
that Government, in pursuit of him. 

The next Advice given of him was from Captain 
Quare, Judge of the Admiralty Court in Pensilvania, 
who gave notice that Kidd had been in Delaware Bay 
with a Sloop and about Forty Men in her, and that 
divers People had been on Board and supply'd him. 

Afterwards (as it appears by Informations taken 
before the E. of Bellomont and the Council of New 
England, and transmitted to the Secretary of State by 
the Earl) Kidd sailed into the Sound of New York, 
and set Goods on Shore at several Places there, and 
after went to Ehode Island, from whence he sent one 
Emmot to the E. of Bellomont at Boston, who told 
him that Badd had left a Moorish Ship, which he took 
in India call'd the Quedah Merchant, in a Creek on 
the Coast of BGspaniola, with Goods in her to a great 
Value. That he was come thither to make his Terms 
in a Sloop, and had on Board Goods to the Value 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILLIAM EIDD. 145 

of 10,0001. and was able to make his innocence appear 
by many Witnesses. 

The E. of Bellomont was overjoy'd to hear Kidd 
was so near, looking on himself as infinitely concern'd, 
not only upon his own account, but upon the account 
of the Noble Persons he had prevailed with to be con- 
cerned in Employing him to see him brought to jus- 
tice, and thinking nothing more Fortunate for himself 
than to be able to get Kidd Seized by his means. At 
the same time he resolv'd to act in such a manner, 
as to put it out of the power of Malice itself, to give 
a wrong Construction to any thing he should do. He 
therefore communicated his Intention to the Oouncil, 
and with their Approbation wrote a Letter to Kidd, 
assuring him that if he would make his Innocence 
appear, in the manner Emmot had affirmM, he might 
safely come to Boston. 

In a few days Kidd returned an answer filled with 
protestations of his Innocence, and on the 1st of June, 
1699, landed at Boston with his Sloop, and was Exam- 
ined before the Earl, and the council of that Province. 

The Earl took care to have him carefully Observed, 
but deferred committing him for some time, in hopes 
he might get out of him where the Great Ship lay. 
But his trifling and easie Answers, upon his Examina- 
tion to that and other matters, his Friends Contrivances 
to embezde part of the Cargo, the preparations making 
to distribute presents in a Clandestine manner, but 
above all, Levingston's behaviour, who was come to 
Boston, and very peremptorily demanded from the 
7 
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Earl the delivery up of that Bond which he had 
entred into for Kidd's honest performance of his Duty 
in the Expedition (as if that was to be taken for 
Granted) threatning, that unless this was done, Kidd 
would never bring in the Great Ship, gave the Earl of 
Bellomont good grounds to conclude that no more time 
was to be lost. Therefore on the 6th of June 1699, he 
caused Kidd to be Seized and Committed close Pri- 
soner with divers of his Crew, and at the same time 
caused the Cargo to be taken into the Possession of 
several Persons appointed by the Council for that pur- 
pose, the Earl being determined to touch none of the 
Effects himself, nor take one step, with respect to Kidd, 
but in concurrence with the Council. 

When this was done, he set himself immediately about 
recovering such Goods as Kidd had left conceal'd in 
several places where he touched, in which he shew'd 
great dexterity as well as diligence, and had such 
success, that a Considerable part was regained, and 
put into the hands of the persons appointed by the 
Council. 

The Earl also gave Orders for fitting out a Vessel to 
look after the Quedah, according to such light as they 
had got from Kidd. But before she was ready to 
Sail it was discovered that Kidd had not been sincere 
as to the Place where the Ship was left, or the Orders 
he had given concerning her; and particularly one 
Captain Evertle brought intelligence that the Persons 
with whom Kidd had left the Quedah, had taken out 
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the Goods and Carried them in a Sloop to Curasoa, 
and after set the Ship <51i Fire. 

Perhaps yon may have the Curiosity to be informed 
of Kidd's actings after he left England, for his History 
is become considerable. I will give you an account of 
him in few "Words, as it appear'd in the Informations 
upon OatL transmitted by the E. of Bellomont. He 
Sail'd from Plimouth to New York, and in his way 
took a French Prize. From thence he Sail'd to the 
Maderas, then to Bonavista and St. Jago, and pro- 
ceeded to Madagascar, and from thence (touching at 
several Places) he Cruis'd at the entrance of the Red- 
Sea, but effected nothing. 

After he Sail'd to Calicut, and about 1698, took a 
Ship of about 160 Tuns, whereof the Master and three 
or four Seamen were Dutch, the rest Moors, and Car- 
ried her to Madagascar. 

He Sail'd from thence again, and about 5 Weeks 
after took the Quedah Merchant, of the Burden of 400 
Tuns. The Master was one "Wright, an English-man. 
She had on Board 2 Dutch Mates and a French Gun- 
ner ; the Crew were Moors, in all about 90 Persons. 

The Ship he Carried to St. Maries near Madagascar, 
and there he shared the Goods with his Crew, who 
were about 161, reserving 40 shares for his own part. 
When this was done, 90 of his Crew left him, and went 
on Board the Motha Frigat, an East-India Company's 
Ship, which had turn'd Pirate, and then lay there. 

Kidd and the Eest of his Men burnt the Adventure 
Galley, and having prevail'd with some others who 
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were then at St. Maries, to go along with them, they 
went on Board the Quedah Merchant, and Sailed for 
the West Indies. 

Being denyed Succour at Angullia and St. Thomas, 
he Sail'd to Mona, lying between Porto Eico and 
Hispaniola, and there by the means of one Bolton, got 
some Provisions fix)m Curasoa, and bought a Sloop of 
Bolton, on which he Loaded part of his Goods, and 
left the Queda Merchant with the rest of the Goods, 
in trust with Bolton, and 17 or 18 Men in her. In 
this sloop he touch'd at divers places where he distri- 
buted divers Bales of Goods, and at last came to Bos- 
ton, where he was taken. 

The E. of Bellomont by his Letters of the 8th of 
July, 1699, sent to the Secretary of State, and to the 
Council of Trade, transmitted these Informations, 
together with Kidd's Examinations and a particular 
Accoimt of all his own proceedings in relation to Kidd 
and other Pirates, and Press'd that immediately Oare 
might be taken in England to send for them in order 
to their Tryal, taking notice that in New England 
there was no Law to punish Piracy with Death ; and 
that in those parts the people were so favorable to 
Pirates, by reason of the Wealth they brought and 
dispersed among them, that little Justice could be ex- 
pected. He also acquainted them how much he feared 
his Escape ; because a Notorious Pirate had Escaped 
a little before the Earl came to Boston, not without 
great Suspicion of the Goalers Privity. He also de- 
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sir'd Orders with respect to the Goods which he had 
secured. 

Upon this advice the Lords Justices directed the 
Admiralty immediately to Dispatch away one of his 
Majesty's Ships to fetch Kidd and the other Pirates in 
safe Custody, together with their Effects. The Admi- 
rally appointed the Eochester for that Service, who 
liad her orders accordingly. 

The Lords Justices by their Letters of the 12th of 
September, 1699, sent by the Eochester, approving his 
Zeal and Conduct in the whole affair, informed the Earl 
of Bellomont of these Orders, and required him that, 
pursuant thereto, he should put the Pirates and their 
Goods on Boaxd the Bochester. 

The Lords of the Treasury by their Letter of the 
7th of the same Month, let him know they rely'd 
on his care to take effectual Methods for securing the 
Treasure sdzed with Kidd and other Pirates from 
Embezzelment, and to send all safe hither. 

The Earl of Bellomont by other Letters dated the 
8th of September, 1699, made several Proposals to 
Mr. Secretary V. of Methods to be used for recovering 
from Bolton and others, G<)ods of great value said to 
be taken out of the Quedah Merchant, which they 
had possessed themselves of, or had disposed of, and 
were retired to Curassao and other Places. Li this 
Letter he gave an Account of the Great Numbers of 
Pirates in all Place and that if vigorous and effectual 
Measures were not speedily taken, the Evil will grow 
Incorrigible. And for the better preventing Frauds 
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in Embezzeling Goods taken with Pirates, he proposed 
that all Governors in the plantations might be Obliged 
to account upon Oath for what they had possessed 
themselves of; and that none might think themselves 
hardly used, he proposed that it might be begun upon 
himself. 

The Eochester saiPd without loss of time, but came 
back again the latter end of November, 1699 ; the reason 
of her returning will best appear by the relations of that 
matter, as the same were transmitted to the Admiralty 
Office, since upon the Return of that Ship the Clamour 
about Kidd first began. 

By a Certificate dated the 6th of November, sign'd 
by all the Officers of the Rochester, it appear'd they 
proceeded as far as the Ship was able to bear the beat- 
ing of the Sea, and then resolved to endeavour to 
Eetum to England. 

When they were retum'd to Plimouth, by a like 
Certificate, they affirm'd the same thing, and that 
their Resolution was taken merely for securing the 
Ship, and the Company's Lives. The. Captain by his 
Letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty, says, they 
were got above 500 Leagues .before they met with the 
Storms. And Orders being sent by the Adm rally 
to Mr. St. Lo, the Commissioner of the Navy at Ply- 
mouth, to Examine into the truth of this matter. He 
Certified the Lords of the Admiralty that in pursu- 
ance of their Commands, He, with the Assistance of 
the Officers of the Yard, had made a thorough Survey 
of the Ship, and (mentioning the several particular 
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defects) they Unanimously found there was an absolute 
necessity of her coming back. 

I have thus, as shortly as I can, given you a true and 
particular Account of all that passed in relation to 
Eidd's business, from the beginning of it to the time 
it came to be spoken of in the H. of C. without the 
least disguising or concealing of any Fact. I doubt 
not but by this time you (as all others who have 
taken the pains to inform themselves of the truth of 
the Story have done) will be ready to ask what is there 
Criminal or worthy of blame in all this proceeding, 
and how it is possible that so great a Noise should be 
made upon this Subject? The result of the whole 
being no more than this ; several persons of Honour 
and Worth engaged in a great' expense, with design 
for a publick good, by the King's encouragement, be- 
cause his own Ships could not then be Employ'd upon 
that occasion, who was willing to gratify them, as far 
as by Law he might, out of what their own Yessel 
should take from the Pirates. That the Captain 
proved a Yillain, and thereby disappointed the ends 
for which he^was fitted out, and the Expectation his 
Owners might have of being reimbursed what they 
had laid out. 

. That this misfortune should be turned to a fault, or 
that a design fair and honest in it self, openly and re- 
gularly carried on, should change its nature and be- 
come Criminal, or afford matter for scandal or reflec- 
tion, because of the Unhappy Success, is very hard, 
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and that which other Men would not think reasonable 
in their own Cases. 

The Motha Merchant was freighted by the Old East- 
India Company, and tum'd pirate, and has Committed 
more piracies than any five Ships have done ; would 
they think it reasonable to be charged with all that 
guilt, because they were owners of the Ship ? They 
would not certainly ; how unreasonably soever some 
of them have Conspired and Labored to do the same 
Injustice to others. "Would it be just for the Owners 
of the Charles the 2d. to be responsible for the Pirates 
committed by Every ? The Infection of piracy is be- 
come very general. It is very lately that the Sailers 
in the Men of War which were appointed to carry the 
Governors of Barbadoes and Bermudas, entered into a 
Conspiracy to run away with the Ships and turn 
pirates. Had not that been discovered and prevented, 
would it have been just for the Admiralty to have 
been responsible for what such ill Men had done. 

I come now to the 2d. thing, which I am Engaged 
by promise at the beginning of this Letter to acquaint 
you with; I mean ^ how it could be brought about. 
That this matter thus truly related, should give occa- 
sion for so much discourse and Censure as passed 
current for some time. You will easily believe 
it could not be effected without great Malice and 
much Artifice. Had it been Attempted the last Ses- 
sion (as it might have been, for the News of Kidd's 
piracies came long before) there would have been 
some more tolerable colour for Calumny. Kidd was 
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then at large, it was imcertain if he would ever 
have been taken, and improbable that it should fall to 
the share of the Earl of Bdlomont to Seize him. Bat 
after Kidd and his Men were secured by the Earl of^ 
Bellomont himself, after all his Effects put into publick 
hands, after such Zeal shewn in recovering what he 
had concealed and disperced, and such large and par- 
ticular accounts given of his proceedings, with such 
pressing instances, that Kidd and other Pirates might 
be sent for in order to their Tryal, together with their 
Goods, to be disposed of according to the King's 
Pleasure, most Men would have thought it had been 
impossible to have put the least sinister Construction 
upon this Design. 

But there is nothing too hard for Malice, Faction 
and Interest As Beputable a Merchant as Sir Ed- 
mund Harrison is, nay as Considerable a Man as Our 
Friend my Lord Bellomont is, if Men of yet greater Con- 
sequence had not been concerned in this Undertaking, 
it had never been taken notice of, or at least had 
never been blam'd. That which ^deserves praise in 
others may become a Crime in Men of Eminent 
Stations, if the Season be proper for attempting their 
ruin. If Men have been remarkably zealous for the 
Support of a Government, if they have given proof of 
active Spirits, capable Heads, and bold Hearts, and 
the Fatal Period is come that such Persons may with 
safety be attempted, how easy is it for Spiteful and 
Ambitious Men, and false Patriots to Excite Envy, 
and improve the least pretences, and even disguise 
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the best things with false colours, to make way for 
themselves and their own designs ? There are a sort 
of Men, who had abus'd the Trade of half the World 
to the prejudice of the Publick, and almost of every 
Individual person, and introduced a Corruption into 
the Kingdom unknown in former Ages; who were 
ready to take any occasion against Persons, who as 
they supposed had endeavoured to put a stop to their 
Carrier, There are Men who are said to have tasted 
the Sweet of holding Admiralty Courts in India, and 
under that Colour for some Years together Committing 
notorious Piracies on the Ships of England, as well as 
the Indian Princes, for which they had paid no little 
Sums to the Crown, as the tenth of those pretended 
prizes, and (as the World said) much greater for a 
pardon, who perhaps were angry they had not the like 
Admiralty Courts again, and could not get all Goods 
taken with Pirates into their possession, under pre- 
tence of securing them for Owners in India, . as had 
been press'd for. Whoever were the Authors, Lies and 
Calumnies were spread abroad. 

The Thing was taken up by Surprize in the House, 
when a Matter of another Nature was expected, and a 
Multitude of downright Lies were whisper'd to prepare 
Mens Minds. Some were told that Great Men had 
procur'd a Commission for one Kidd, (a Notorious 
pirate himself, and so Kepresented by E. I. C.) to treat 
with pirates, and pardon thetfi. ^ That by the pretence 
of his Commission Kidd had seized and plundered 
divers Merchants. Nay it was said that what he had 
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done of that Nature, was according to his Commission. 
That this Commission was given under the .Great Seal 
of England, a thing never done before, such Commis- 
sions going always from the Admiraltj, whose proper 
business it was. Others said that the Admiralty had 
never heard of such a Man as Eadd. It was given 
out that the E. of Bellomont was sent Govemour to 
New York, on purpose to Countenance piracies, and 
that by these practices the Merchants were so allarm'd 
that Insurances had risen considerably. That the 
Grant was notoriously Unlawful. That the sending 
the Rochester for Kidd was only a pretence, and that 
she was the only Ship that came back again, tho' 
.great Numbers of Ships who went in her Company 
proceeded in their Yoyage and got safe to New 
England. Such Facts as these aflSrmed with great 
assurance, by Surprize, and before Persons wholly 
strangers to the thing, might easily make an Impres- 
sion, till the true Story was known, and the Instruments 
and Papers appeared, but then immediately every one 
of these Allegations was found to be false and ground- 
less, and was waved with shame. 

The Account of Kidd's whole Affair as it is repre- 
sented in the preceding Narrative, is literally true. 
The E. I. C. had never Represented Kidd to be a 
Pirate, or made any Objection against him. They 
had never made any Representation relating to Pirates, 
till several Months after Kidd was gone to Sea, as 
appears above. The Impudent Falsehoods relating to 
the Commission are best confuted by the Commission 
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it self, in which there is nothing Objectionable in 
point of Law, or different from the constant form of 
Commissions of that kind, of which there have been 
great Numbers. There is a power to Fight with and 
Seize Pirates, in order to Trial, but not. a word of 
treating with or pardoning them. Every violence 
that he committed on any Merchant, was directly 
contrary to the words, as well as design of his Com- 
mission, and exposed him fo be Hang'd for it ; and his 
Crime was aggravated and not lessened, by his having 
a Commission. It is so far from being an Objection 
that, his Commission was under the Great Seal, that it 
could be in no other manner. The Admiralty never 
did Grant a Commission of that Nature, unless they 
were first specially Authorized to do it under the 
Great Seal. This is plain by the Eeport of Sir 
Charles Hedges, upon a Reference of the Petition of 
the E. I. Company to him, whereby they desired the 
Lords of the Admiralty to Impower their Ships to 
take Pirates, that in order to Enable the Lords of the 
Admiralty to do so, they must have a Commission 
under the Great Seal. But nothing does more clearly 
show the baseness of this part of the Clamour, than 
that the Men who principally made it, were they, who, 
above all others, knew that Commissions in the same 
Terms were constantly Granted under the Great Seal 
to almost all the Captains who went to the East-Indies, 
at least, to ^11 for whom it was ask'd. And what 
truth could be in that aflSrmation that Kidd was 
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unknown to the Admiralty, when he had a Commission ' 
from that Board as a Privateer ? 

The Insinuation that the E. of Bellomont was sent 
Governour to New York to Countenance Eidd and 
other Piracies, was the most unworthy and groundless 
Calumny that ever was invented. His Behaviour since 
he went into those parts has been such as must silence 
all pretences of that kind. He has done so much for 
the Suppression of Piracies, and has seized so much 
of their Effects, that if the like were done in other 
Governments, we might soon hope to see a stop put to 
this growing Evil. It was he that took Fed. Weath- 
erly and Joseph Bradish, and their Crews. It was he 
who at a very great expence procur'd Francis Dole 
and James Gillam to be taken. I might name many 
othera. It is well known how generously he has re- 
jected all those Temptations which others have not 
been proof against. Nay it can be proved upon 
occasion, that the Sharers and Accomplices with these 
pirates were not without Solliciters and Agents here, 
well furnished with Money to assist the Clamour upon 
this occasion, and to move Heaven and Earth to get 
him recalled, which would be the best News to the 
pirates and unlawful Traders that ever came to the 
West-Indies. 

As to the pretence that ensurances rose by any thing 
done by Kidd, if it were trne it would not be material, 
unless what he did had been pursuant to his Commis- 
sion, but the Story is not only false but indeed wholly 
ridiculous. Had there been any Colour for it, why 
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was it not Objected the year before, why not till Kidd 
was taken, could do no more mischief ? 

As to the Tale of the Rochester, that her sending 
ont was a Collusive practice, and her return a Contri- 
vance, there cannot be a more notorious untruth. It 
does affect the Lords Justices, the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, and of the Admiralty, much more than the 
Persons concern'd in the setting out of Kidd's Ship. 
But the Account given of the Eeturn of that Ship 
must satisfie every Body, and it is not strange at that 
Season of the year to have Ships forced back from the 
Coast of New England. If the Owners of the 
Adventure Galley must be liable to Answer for the 
Weather, as well as for the Actions of Kidd, they are 
in a happy Condition. I confess I am fully perswaded, 
that if the Rochester had not been forced "back this 
complaint had never been heard of, but when they 
were sure Kidd could not be here quickly, it was 
found to be a proper opportunity (for other purposes 
than were own'd) to make this Outcry. 

I have thus performed the second part of my 
promise, in setting down the several Stories which 
were industriously and dexterously spread to give a 
Countenance to their Malice, who had a mind to find 
a fault where there was none, and to raise heats and 
throw dirt, in order the better to arrive at their secret 
ends. And now give me leave to tell you my thoughts 
plainly in this matter. As the Lords, whom I have 
nam'd, were unhappily drawn into a great deal of 
Trouble, by their being engaged by tbo E, of Bello- 
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mont in Kidd's Undertaking, (for which I am very 
sorry) so I am fully convinced, that if it had not been 
for the sake of those very Lords, in hope to lay some 
Reproach upon them, our Friend the E. of Bellomont 
had never been persecuted at the rate he has been, 
and therefore they oAght to pity rather than complain 
of one another. But to proceed, notwithstanding the 
noise which was made, the open and earnest desires 
and endeavours of the persons concern'd to have the 
truth of the Fact appear, and the ready producing of 
every paper relating to the whole Transaction, made it 
impracticable to impose long on the World. It was 
strange to see how on a suddain the Discourse was 
changed. It was quickly said, that it was not material 
to look into the Papers, which were required before 
with so much earnestness. But how fair soever the 
matter of Fact might appear, how regular soever the 
Commission was, tho' the way of obtaining it was 
open and avowed, and the proceedings of the Govern- 
ment, and of the Owners, and of the E. of B. himself, 
exact and justifiable, yet still it was said the Grant 
was Unlawful, at least very inconvenient. And there- 
fore it was reasonable that should be censured, and 
then there should be an end of this matter. It was 
given out on the suddain, and that by a Kinsman and 
pretended Friend of the E. of Bellomont, (but always 
famous for Sincerity), that nothing harsh was intended, 
and that if the Grant was not contrary to the Act 
about Privateers, there was nothing to be Objected, 
even to the legality of it. Here was a second instance 
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of fair dealing. When Calumnies had fail'd to get a 
hasty Censure, then all the Slanders and Misrepre- 
sentations were pretended to be waved, and there 
remained no Objection but as to the meer Legality of 
the Letters Patents, and to render People secure, and 
put them upon a wrong scent, they were to understand 
that no hardship was meant, tho' the Grant should 
prove not to be strictly Legal. As to that there was 
little doubt likewise, because nothing could be Objectr 
ed to it in point of Law, but what was to be found in a 
Statute, which, upon looking into, they well knew 
must appear to have no one word in it concerning the 
Letters Patents, that Law relating wholly to Prize 
Goods, not in the least to the Goods of Pirates. 

I am now to perform the third part of what I 
promised you at the beginning of this Letter, I mean, 
to tell you how at last this matter concluded; which 
must be by giving the best relation I can of what was 
said for and against the Grant, and what was the 
Opinion of the Committee of the whole House of Com- 
mons upon the matter. This I told you I was very ill 
qualified to do. But without more excuses, as I am 
perswaded I heard every thing that was said on the 
Occasion, I will endeavour to repeat the Substance of 
the whole as well as I can. 

You remember I told you how easily (as it was 
given out) this Debate was to end, how little Severity 
was meant, and to how short an Issue the Legality or 
Illegality of the Grant was reduc'd. Tou will wonder 
to hefir that as soon as the Debate began the 6th of 
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December, 1699, the Question proposed and insisted 
on should be, That the Letters Patents Granted to the 
E. of Bellomont and others of pirates Goods, were dis- 
honorable to the King, against the Law of Nations, 
contrary to the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, Inva- 
sive of property, and Destructive of Trade and Com- 
merce. 

A heavier charge could not be possibly framed, and 
persons guilty to such a Degree could not be punish'd 
too severely. The Arguments used to make good this 
Charge were. 

1. That by Law the King could not grant the Goods 
of Pirates, at least not before Conviction. 

2. That the Grant was extravagant, for all Goods of 
Pirates taken with or bj^^ny persons in any part of 
the World, were Granted away. 

3. Not only the Goods of the Pirates, but all Goods 
taken with them were Granted, which was Illegal, be- 
cause, tho' the Goods were taken by Pirates the right 
Owners have still a Title to them, Piracy working no 
change of Property. • 

4. The Eestraining Words in the Grant were said 
to be specious only, to colour the Injustice, which 
otherwise would have been too notorious. Meer 
words of form put into every Grant. Supposing the 
King to have Power to make a Grant of the Goods of 
Pirates, yet he could Grant nothing else, and there- 
fore the inserting those other words could have no 
good meaning. If the Eng should grant the Manner 
of one Subject to another, as far as in him lies, such a 



Digitized by 



Google 



162 WILLIAM KIDD. 

Grant would not be Endured. The words, as far as in 
us lies hint at a Power of Granting away the Subjects 
Goods, so that they might be said to be rather exten- 
sive than restrictive. The thing spoke it self, the 
begging of the Goods of the Pirates themselves would 
have been scarce worth while, and therefore no doubt 
the aim was at the Merchants Goods. 

5. By this Grant a great Hardship was put upon 
the Merchants whose Goods might be taken with the 
Pirates, for they had no-where to go for Justice. They 
could not hope for it in the Chancery, the Lord Chan- 
cellor being interested ; Nor at the Board of Admiral- 
ty where the E. of Orford presided; Nor from the 
King, all access to him being by the Secretary, who 
was the D. of Shrewsbury; Nor in the Plantations 
where the E. of Bellomont was. So the only Judge, 
who the Pirates were, and what Goods were theirs, 
was Captain Kidd himself. 

6. There was a suggestion in the Grant of the Kings 
knowledge that the Ship was fitted out at the E. of 
Bellomont's, aijd the other Grantees Charge, and his 
Approbation of the design, which was a high pre- 
sumption in him that prepared the Grant, for the King 
was not to be supposed to know it, and it put a hard- 
ship upon the Subject, for it was unmannerly to Dis- 
pute the Fact after such an Affirmation. 

7. The King is a Trustee for the People in Guarding 
the Seas against Pirates, and in the Protection of 
Trade, and this is such a particular Trust, such an 
inherent Prerogative, that he cannot assign it over or 
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devolve it upon another, as was said to be done iil this 
Case. 

8. These things were granted without Accompt, so 
that the Grantees might possess themselves of the 
whole without any adjudication, and thereby the 
Goods might be Embezzled at .pleasure, and the Par- 
ties left without Remedy. 

9. Several Persons were named in the Grant, and 
their Goods Granted away before Conviction, which 
was against Law and contrary to the Bill of Eights. 
The Example and precedent might be of ill Conse- 
quence to innocent Persons, and subject them to be 
prosecuted for the sake of their Estates if such Grants 
might be before Conviction. 

These were the Arguments which the Men who had 
a mind to object to this Grant, or rather to reflect on 
the Persons concerned in it, made use of. I have 
conceaPd nothing which I heard from any Body, how 
slight soever it seem'd to me, least it might be an 
Error in my Judgment only that it appear'd to have 
no more weight. 

I will now proceed with the same fidelity to relate 
to you what I heard by way of Answer to these 
Objections, and in defence of the Legality of the 
Grant. Li this part as well as the former I pretend 
only to repeat what I heard, being incapable to add 
any thing of my own. 

1. The first Objection against the Legality of a 
Grant of the Goods of Pirates was said to be frivolous. 
A Pirate is Hostis Eunumi generisy Every Man by the 
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Law of Nations, without Cammission from any Prince, 
is Impowered to take and destroy him, and may hang 
him at the Yard-Arm ; and thereby he gains a 
property in the Goods of that Pirate, as the Law 
Books affirm. 

Bnt Grotins Loccenius, and other Writers upon the 
Law of Nations, say it is more advisable in such a 
Case to act by public Authority, which, in case of 
Accidents, will vindicate the Uprightness of the 
Intention from any Sinister Construction. But then 
if a person proceeds to seize Pirates by virtue of any 
Princes Oommission, the property of what belongs to 
the Pirates vrill become vested in the Prince who 
Grants the Commission, and is disposable in such 
manner as he pleases. 

It is not disputed but the Eing may Grant Bona 
fdonum^ such Grants have been made in all times. 
Many Lords of Manners have them, and they have 
been solemnly Adjudg'd to be good. A Grant of the 
Goods of Pirates can be no more liable to Objection, 
rather much less, because a Conviction upon Kecord 
must preceed any Forfeiture for Felony, whereas by 
the very Act of Piracy the Forfeiture incurs. Grants 
of the Goods of pirates have been very frequent. 

There are few Letters patents upon Eecord for the 
constituting an Admiral, wherein there is not any 
express Grant of the Goods of pirates. Several 
Instances were mentioned : That to the Lord Eussel, 
32 H. 8. To the Earl of Warwick, 3 Ed. 6. To the 
Lord CUnton, 4 Ed. 6. and 4 & 5 Ph. & M. To the 



Digitized by 



Google 



WILLIAM KIDD. 165 

Lord Howard, 27. Eliz. To the Marq. of Buckingham, 
16. Jac. 1. To the D. of York, 12. Car. 2. and no 
Objection was ever made to the lawfulness of any of 
these Grants as to this point. 

2. As to the second Objection grounded on the 
Universality of this Grant, as extending to all Goods 
of pirates taken in any part of the World ; — ^The 
Answer was that it was a false representation of the 
Grant. A general Grant of pirates G^ods had been 
good, but this was only of the Goods of such pirates 
as should be taken by the Adventure Galley. The 
Recompence went no farther than the Consideration. 
The ground of the Grant was the expence of fitting 
out the Galley, and the hazard of those Employ'd in 
the Service, and the Grant is of no more than what 
that Ship and these Men should take. 

3. The third was urg'd as an Objection of much 
weight. The Grant was said to be not only of the 
Goods of pirates, but of Bona Depraedata, of all Goods 
taken by the pirates, which was what the Eing had no 
right to Grant, for the property continued in the Own- 
ers, notwithstanding the piratical taking. This was 
agreed to be an Objection to the validity of the Grant, 
so far at least, if those words, or other words of the 
like import were to have been found in it, for undoubt- 
edly the Owners have a right to Challenge their Goods 
and prove their property ; but the Fact was utterly 
denied. The Grant extended to no such thing. 

The Grant was only of such Ships and Goods as 
should be taken together with the pirates by the Ad- 
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venture Galley, so far as the same might belong to the 
King or in his PoWer by Law to dispose as belonging 
to his Crown, or as perquisites of the Admiralty. 
This is far from being a general Grant of all taken 
with the Pirates, unless it should be admitted that the 
King has a Eight to Grant all. If any of the Goods 
did not belong to the King, if he had not by Law a 
right to dispose of them, they did not pass, nor could 
ever be intended to pass by the words of this Grant. 
To one of so vulgar an understanding as mine, nothing 
could appear more absurd than 'to assert, that it was 
unlawful for the King to Grant what he had a right to 
Grant by Law, or that a Grant in such words could 
pass what he had not a Right by Law to Grant. The 
true way of reasoning was just contrary, that if the 
Grant had been in general words, yet it would pass 
only what the King could give by Law, and would be 
void as to the rest. 

To avoid the absurdity of maintaining so manifest a 
Contradiction, it was pretended that the words in this 
Grant, which seem'd restrictive, were only words of 
Form, put into all Letters Patents for show, but 
imported nothing. This did not well agree with what 
some had Objected that no such words had ever been 
put into any Grant before. But to avoid the pretence 
wholly, they were call'd upon, either to show some 
Authority in Law where these, or such like plain 
words of Qualification and Restraint had been adjuged 
void and insignificant, or else to prove in general 
that all words of Restriction in the Kings Grant were 
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void, to assert which would be as great a proof of 
Ignorance as Malice. 

But because a very plain thing may be sometimes 
made yet plainer by an Instance, a very remarkable 
one was mentioned. In the last new Charter puiv 
chased by the Old East-India Company, All the 
Powers and privileges contained in their former Char- 
ters were Kegranted to them in general words, many 
of which being contrary to Law, the new Charter 
therefore stood justly liable to exception prima fade^ 
because all those Extravagant and Unlawful Clauses, 
of which such great Complaints ^had been made, and 
by Colour of which so many unjustifiable things had 
been done, were revived and renewed. And this 
Exception had been urg'd with great wannth in the 
same place where the Debate then was upon the E. of 
Bellomont's Grant, by one who appear'd as angry as 
any Man with this latter Grant. But as soon as the 
learned Person, concem'd in the passing that Charter, 
had shown that the general words were restrained with 
that safe Clause, as far as the same might by Law be 
Granted, the Objectors and every Body else acquiesc'd. 

As to what was said that these words were rather 
extensive than restrictive, and seem'd to imply a 
Power in the Eing to Grant what he could not, be- 
cause he could only dispose of the Goods of the 
Pirates themselves; and therefore all that was beyond 
that was wrong, the matter was thus Explain'd . 

1. The King was intituled to the proper Goods of 
the Pirates and might Grant them absolutely. 
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2. He was intituled to all such Goods as were taken 
by Persons acting under his Commission in the pos- 
session of Pirates, where the Owners could not be 
known, or the property could not be made out. 

3. The King was also intituled to a reasonable Con- 
tribution from the Owners of Goods recovered from 
Pirates, by virtue of his Commission, after proof of 
their property towards the Charges of the Expedition, 
which is to be fix'd and determined by the proper 
Judge. This is agreed by Grotius and other Writers 
to be the Law of Nations. 

And fourthly, by the Law of the Sea, if Pirates take 
a Ship, tho' by force and unlawfully, and proceed to 
commit Piracies in that Ship, and be afterwards sub- 
dued and Seiz'd by persons acting by the Kings Com- 
missions, that Ship is forfeited and belongs to the 
King. 

None of these positions could be denied to be Law, 
80 that it was manifest the King had several Kights 
and Interests, which he might Claim, and might Grant, 
and intending to Grant them all, the most earnest in 
objecting to the Grant were Challenged to find out 
more proper or more cautious and qualified Expression 
than those which Mr. Solicitor-General had made use 
of in this Grant. 

6. But it was objected that by this Grant a Hard- 
ship might befal Merchants who might be put to Con* 
test with Great Men where they had no equal Court to 
apply to ? The Answer to this was, that it was like 
the other pretences a popular Topic fit to make a 
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Noise with, and to be used in order to impose upon 
the ignorant, but could have no weight when it was 
considered. Suppose no Grant had been made, was it 
less hard for the Merchants to contend with the King 
than with Subjects of what sort soever ? The Eelief 
for the Owners of Goods taken by Pirates was the 
same to all purposes, whether there was a Grant or 
not. The Judge of the Admiralty liad the known 
Jurisdiction. The Parties concern'd had no occasion 
to go to the Chancery, or the Secretary, to the Com- 
missioners of the Admiralty, or the Plantations ; none 
of which had any Jurisdiction in the Case, nor could 
relieve or oppress them, but they all would know their 
way to Doctors, Commons. The Judge there was to 
secure and order the persons of the Pirates till their 
Trial, and he had the Custody of the Ships and Goods 
till the right was determin'd. This the Judge himself 
very handsomely declared, and shew'd not only the 
lawfulness but the usefulness and necessity of the Ex- 
pedition, and of all the steps taken in relation to it. 
He shew'd that if the persons supposed to be guilty of 
Piracy were acquitted, every thing was to be restor'd, 
if they were found guilty, he was judicially to deter- 
mine what Goods were properly theirs, and if a doubt 
remained as to any part, he was to use the known 
legal methods in respect to persons who had a right to 
put in their Claims, and was bound to dp them Jus- 
tice. In the whole proceedings the Laws of Nations 
were to be pursued. And when at last the regular 
Methods were gone through, and no Objection re- 
8 
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main'd, it was said, that the Judge might require 
security for making Satisfaction to Persons who might 
be Concem'd, in case a property should afterwards be 
proved. It was very well obseiT'd of what a strange 
nature this Objection was, that Merchants might be 
put to trouble to recover their Goods, when no notice 
was taken that it concerned only such Goods as the 
Merchants had utterly lost before, such Goods as they 
had been spoil'd of by Pirates, and by Pirates against 
whom no force could be sent, but under the Encour- 
agement of the Grant which was in question. So that 
besure there^^was not a Merchant in the "World but 
must think his case well mended to have his Goods 
retaken from Pirates, and himself in a condition to go 
to a regular Court for his relief and recovery of Goods, 
which otherwise he was irrecoverably deprived of. 

6. The Sixth Objection made to the Grant was be- 
cause of the Suggestion in it, that all the precedent 
things were done with the Kings Eiowledge and 
Approbation, which was said to be a high presimip- 
tion, because the King is not by Law supposed to 
know these things, and by this Suggestion a diflSculty 
is put upon the Subject in whom it must appear un- 
mannerly, and disrespectful afterwards to contradict 
such, a fact. The Answer was, that this Objection con- 
tradicted itself; for if the Law presumed that the King 
could not know the Fact, in such a case it could be no 
want of Eespect in any Man, to contradict an Allega- 
tion of that Nature. But that Notion was said to be 
without any Foundation. That infinite Grants of our 
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Kings are founded on the Suggestion of the parties, 
and that Suggestion made the very consideration ^f 
the Grant. And the King by Law is so far presum'd 
to take notice of it, that if it be untrue, it is at the 
peril of the party ; The King is deceiv'd, and the 
Grant made upon such an untrue Suggestion is void. 
So that it was for the Kings Advantage to have the 
Fact inserted, because, if it was untrue, the Grant 
might be avoided, and the proof was Incumbent on 
the Grantees in such a case. 

7. As to the trifling Objection, that the King was a 
Trustee for the people in guarding the Seas, and pro- 
tecting Trade, which Trust he could not delegate or 
assign to another ; It was said there was no doubt but 
the Office of a King is to protect his people and their 
Trade, as it is theirs to obey him and to Enable him to 
defend them. But how this Notion was applicable to 
the present occasion was not easy to imagine. Every 
Man had a right to make "War against Pirates without 
any Commission, and therefore the Care of guarding 
and protecting Trade against them, was so far from 
being an Incommunicable Trust lodg'd in the Prince, 
that every Man, who had enough of Courage or pub- 
lick Spirit to Undertake it, had a natural right to free 
Trade from those spoilers of Mankind. So that as the 
Civilians say, it was Prudence, not Necessity, which 
induced Men at any time to take Commissions for 
Seizing Pirates, the better to Justify the Uprightness 
of their Intentions, in Case of a Malicious Prosecution 
like the present, or any Unhappy Accident. 
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But suppose the Trust of destroying Pirates, and 
protecting Trade, to be lodg'd in the Eing, Was he 
necessarily to Execute that Trust in Person ? Was he 
to go in search of Pirates and to find out Too and 
Wake, and the rest of that cursed Tribe? The Kingly 
OflSce obliges him to defend his People from Enemies, 
and the power of making War is indeed his incommu- 
nicable prerogative, but will any Body say he must 
necessarily do it himself, and that if he grants Com- 
missions to his Subjects he assigns his Trust, and if he 
sends out his Generals he devolves his incommunicable 
prerogative to others ? 

To bring it nearer to the present case ; it was urg'd, 
that it was allow'd amongst all Princes to grant Com- 
missions to Privateers in time of War, impowering 
them to fight with and take Enemies, their Ships and 
goods, and to hold the same to their own use, or such 
proportions thereof, as the Prince thinks fit to allow 
(the Terms being often varied according to the Cir- 
cumstances of the War, and the Encouragement which 
the occasion required) and yet no Objection can be 
fancied against the Commission to Kidd, and the 
Grant to the E. of Bellomont, which is not altogether 
as Strong^ against every Commission that ever was 
granted to a Privateer. 

The incommunicable Trust of making War is trans- 
ferred to particular Subjects, The Kings right to the 
Spoils is given to them : They are made Judges who are 
Enemies, and are intrusted to Seize Ships and their 
Cargoes before. Adjudication, whereby perhaps they 
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may give trouble to Friends and Allies, and may pos- 
sess themselves of the Ships of Merchants in Amity 
with the King, or at least of their Goods which may 
be on Board the Ships of Enemies, and so Merchants, 
Friends, may be put to Charge to make out their pro- 
perty, and may have great Men to contest with, for 
very great Men have taken Commissions of Privateers 
(most of the great Men in England did so in Q. 
Elizabeth's Reign). It appeared that the same Objec- 
tions, in all their Force, lay against Commissions to 
Privateers, which are confessedly lawful and Justified 
by the Custom of Nations, as did against the Commis* 
sion and Grant in Question. It had always been 
taken for a fiill Answer to these imaginary difficulties, 
in the case of Privateers, that after the Capture there 
was a proper Court to be apply'd to, before any actual 
property could be gain'd. The Judge of the Admiral- 
ty must determine, whether the Ship belonged to an 
Enemy, and whether all, or what part of the Cargoe 
did so, and if any of the Goods should be proved to 
belong to a Subject or Merchant in Amity, they must 
be adjudged to him, and if no such property be prov'd, 
the Goods will be adjudged to the Captor, as being 
prima facie by Law presumed to belong to those in 
whose possession they were taken. And therefore 
since the supposed Inconveniencies are the same in 
both Cases, and Justified by tlve same Eeasons : since 
indeed the Cases are the. same, for the Pyrate is an 
Enemy, and if there be any difference,, the declared 
Enemy in time of War has the Advantage, for he 
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is BO by Accident, and for a time, but a Pyrate is a 
perpetual Enemy to every Eing and State, nay to 
every Man. Some pains was taken to make a differ- 
ence in the Cases, because the Commissions of Priva- 
teers issued from the Admiralty, whereas Eidd's 
Commission pass'd the Great Seal. But tho' no Con- 
sequence could be drawn from this to make good the 
Objection, as to the suppos'd Inconveniencies which 
were insisted on, yet this also was made out to be 
founded on a mistake in fact. It was confessed that of 
latter times, for the King's ease, the Lord Admiral, or 
Commissioners of the Admiralty, at the being of a 
War, have been usually invested with a general 
Authority under the Great Seal, to grant Commissions 
to Privateers upon such Terms as are express'd in the 
Letters Patents, and by virtue of that Great Seal it is 
they do it. Letters of Marque in time of Peace have 
always been granted under the Great Seal. And 
heretofore in time of War, Commissions to Privateers 
never pass'd otherwise. Many hundreds of such Com- 
missions are extant among the Kecords in the Tower, 
and at the Pell-Office. It was not indeed contradicted 
at last, but that the Commissioning Men to act as 
Privateers to take Enemies, or Commissioning them 
to take Pirates, was not Originally of Admiralty Juris- 
diction, so they could not do it in any Case without 
some previous Authority under the Great Seal. 

8. It was further Observed, that what had been said 

upon this Occasion was an Answer to another Objec- 

\^tion, that the Ships and Goods being by the Letters 
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Patents granted without Account, the Grant es were 
not under an Obligation to have the Judgment of any 
Court in the Case, and so the same might be detained 
or Embezeled at pleasure, and the rightful Owner 
would be without remedy, not knowing where to find 
his Goods. It was shew'd plainly, that an Adjudica- 
tion was absolutely necessary for the Grantees Interest, 
without which they could have no certain property or 
benefit of their Grant. The pirates must be brought 
to Justice and Condemn'd as such, if their persona 
were forthcoming. Otherwise their piracies must be 
proved, and the Goods must be afterwards adjudged 
to be theirs, or nothing was gain'd by the Grantees. 

But this Objection was shewn to be yet more frivo- 
lous by observing that Kidd, by his Commission, was 
not only obliged to bring the pirates to Justice, but to 
keep an exact Inventory of all he should take with 
them ; from which, the subsequent Grant to, the E. of 
Bellomont, and others, did in-no sort discharge him, 
but he stood still bound at his peril to perform it. 

Besides the Grantees themselves were under no less 
strict an obligation of accounting than Kidd was. It 
was true, as was objected, the Goods were granted to 
them in the Letters Patents to hold without account 
(which words import no more to hold to their own 
use, and not to the Kings, and therefore it is well 
known they are inserted in all Lettere Patents where 
any personal things are granted by the Crown), But by 
the deed of Covenants, executed by the Grantees in 
the Treasury, they are expressly obliged to account 
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upon Oath, and to Answer a full Tenth part, clear of 
all charges, to the King. To this purpose the Letters 
Patents and this Deed of Covenants were said to make 
but one Conveyance^ and the Grantees were as much 
obliged to account, as if the words of the Indenture 
had been inserted in the Letters Patents. So that the 
Grantees were plainly to account for the whole : tho' 
indeed there was a notable Objection made, th^t they 
were only oblig'd to account for the Tenth part, as if 
it were possible in any case to make up an account of 
the Tenth, or any certain part without Accounting for 
the whole. 

9. I call to mind no other Objection which I heard 
to these Letters Patents, but that upon which at last a 
great weight seem'd to be laid, and which perhaps 
will surprize you more than all the rest, I mean that 
four pirates were mentioned in the Letters Patents by 
name, and their Goods granted before Conviction, 
which was said to be a very great hardship to the poor 
Men, not warrantable by Law, and indeed contrary to 
one of the Articles in the Bill of Eights. 

As to this some said it was a Eule of Law in many 
Cases, that the notoriety of the Fact supplied for other 
Formalities. It went further in the D. of Monmouth's 
Case. There it was taken as a suflScient Ground for 
making a new Law, and was all the Parliament had to 
say, to Justify it self for passing an Act of Attainder 
against him. But as a farther Answer to this Objec- 
tion, it was said the Bill of Eights did not extend in 
any manner to this Case, the whple Act related only 
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to tihe securing to the Subject the Benefit of the Com- 
mon Law of England, and had no relation to Cases 
which were of the Conusance of the Civil Law, as that 
of Pirates was acknowledged to be. The Words 
shew'd the Clause could relate only to such Forfeitures 
as arose by the Conviction, as Common Law For- 
feitures do, and not to such Offences where the Fact it, 
self makes the Forfeiture, as it does by the Law of 
Nations, in cases of Piracy, for tho' the Pirate escape 
oris slain in fight, or dies before his Tryal, yet he has 
Forfeited his Goods. ' It naturally follows, that since 
by committing piracy, the Offender had lost his right 
in the Goods ; It was no wrong to him that they were 
granted away. Whereas, tho' a particular person be 
the most Notorious Felon, and ever so often guilty of 
the Crime, yet his Goods continue his own, till the 
Conviction upon the Eecord gives the King a Title, 
and till that Title the King has nothing in him to 
grant. 

This was taken to be a good Answer to the Objec- 
tion in point of Law, nor could there be any possible 
prejudice by the grant to the persons charged with 
piracy, or to any Claiming under them, for unless full 
proof were made of the Guilt, the Grantees could have 
no benefit by the Letters Patents. If the proof were 
not to the satisfaction of the Court, the goods as well 
as the person remained safe. 

But the truth is, the Debate on this head was soon 
over. The making of the objection gave such a ridi- 
culous view of the whole Design, and did i^ot only 
8* 
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expose to every Eye the Transcendent Malice of those 
who raised this Clamour, but bore so little proportion 
to the black Terms of the Vote, that they grew 
asham'd of pressing it farther. And thought it im- 
possible from such an Argument to make good so 
Tragical a Charge, as that the grant was dishonorable 
to the King, against the Law of Nations, contrary to 
the Laws and Statutes of this Realm, Invasive of Pro- 
perty, and Destructive of Trade and Commerce : and 
so the question pass'd in the Negative by a very great 
Majority, and I believe to the Satisfaction of every 
Impartial Man in or out of the House. 

This was the end of this matter, which as you very 
truly say, made a strange noise, and was represented 
as a most dangerous Combination of some great Men 
to turn pirates (words often repeated by a foul Mouth, 
which does honour in the end to any Cause or persons 
its Master sets himself to oppose), and prove at last to 
end in a wretched pretence, that something in the 
Grant was too severe and hard against four Infamous 
old notorious Offenders, whom hundreds of Witnesses, 
in a manner, the whole province of New- York, could 
have given Testimony against. 

Such a grant might much more properly have been 
said to have been Destructive of piracy than Destruc- 
tive of Trade and Commerce, and yet this was ground 
enough to treat the Solicitor-General as a Criminal, to 
threaten the Board of Treasury with Impeachments, 
for letting the Grant pass, and to Arraign and Expose 
not only the Grantees, but other persons of Honour 
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and unspotted Reputation, who were at the charge of 
the Undertaking at his Majesty's own Desire and 
Encouragement, as Pirates and Robbers. 

I cannot help concluding my tedious Letter with 
asking you a Question. Whether you do not see 
plainly that at this time the sole unpardonable Offence 
is to have appeared very zealous for, and very useful 
to K. W. and whether it be not growing as difficult 
for such Men to be safe or innocent, as it is for those 
who have acted the contrary part to be brought to 
Justice. 

I am sure you will be much concern'd to know how 
particular Men behaved themselves upon this Occa- 
sion, but in that I must desire to be excused. Mr. 
S. G. (as he was indeed principally concern'd) be- 
haved himself like an honest and able Man. Mr. C. 
in the opinion of every body out did himself, which is 
Commendation enough for one who does always so 
well. The E. of Bellomont's old Fellow Servant 
shew'd all the venom of his ulcerated heart. But his 
Kinsman (of whom you have too long had a good 
opinion) was his- most malicious and most mischievous 
Enemy. The very Forger as well as Disperser of 
most of the lies which were spread abroad upon the 
occasion. I got a Friend of yours and the E. of 
Bellomont's to charge him very close with this matter; 
and his Answer was, He meant no hurt to the E. of 
Bellomont, but his design was to reach others. I 
believe it was so principally, but he that will ruin his 
Friend rather than not hurt an Enemy, He that will 
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Sacrifice Truth and Justice to his Ambition and Ke- 
venge, and prostitute the name of Patriot to get an 
opportunity of selling his Country, shall never con- 
tinue in my good Opinion, nor I believe in yours. 

I am yours, &c. 



LoiTDON, 24 Aprils 1701. 

Sm — ^I own my mistake in concluding the long 
Letter I sent you last year, with saying that the vote 
of the Committee of the whole House of the Sixth .... 
of December, 1699, which passed in the Negative, 
after so very Solemn a Debate, had put an end to 
Kidd's business, and to all the Claniours upon that 
Subject. I really thought so at that time, but the 
Attempt made since to raise matter of Reflection upon 
the persons concerned in that undertaking have been 
as malicious and violent as ever, but with altogether 
as little success. The E. of Bellomont, for whose Re- 
putation you show so high a concern, remains un- 
touch'd in Honour, after a sharp and spightful an 
Inquisition as ever was made into any Action. It is 
certainly an Infinite affliction to him, to refiect on the 
Trouble which divers Noble and Worthy persons (for 
whom he always had, and very justly, the highest 
value) have been put to on this unhappy Occasion ; 
but he has the Satisfaction that even they can impute 
nothing to him, but that he was a little too Credulous 
in believing Leviston that Kidd was an honest Man, 
and too positive in representing him as such. 

But tho' I agree I was mistaken in believing there 
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was an end of Kidd's Affair and that even they who 
had press'd it hardest, would have been glad to have 
heard more of it ; yet I cannot so readily agree to yonr 
Inference, that because I then mislead you, (as you 
call it), I am therefore bound to give you an account of 
all that has pass'd since that time. But you will have 
it so, and the Honour of our absent Friend is as much 
concerned that .the Truth of what happen'd this Tear, 
as well as what happen'd the last Session should be 
known ; and therefore I will Endeavour to give you 
Satisfaction, tho' you know I am not so well quali- 
fied to give you the Relation of what pass'd lately in 
a certain place, as I was the Tear before. 

In a few days after I had sent the former Letter to 
you, I was informed that some Gentlemen Expressing 
themselves much pleas'd, that so unreasonable a 
Charge had received so just a determination, that 
honest Cousin of the Earl of Bellomont's (whom I men- 
tioned in my Letter) .being present, said it would be 
found a great Error to think that matter was deter- 
min'd, and that the persons concem'd might think it 
worth while to give a great deal of Money to hear no 
more of it. I confess the Character of the Man gave 
me some apprehension, as soon as I heard this Story, 
for such sort of malicious Threats, are the only words 
of his, which his acquaintance or his own Family give 
any credit to. Tet having heard nothing relating to 
this Subject for above two Months afterwards, I rested 
under my former Opinion, that all was over. 

But several Attempts against a Noble person, then 
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in a great Employment, having faiPd, and his Perse- 
cutors thinking it absolutely necessary for their pur- 
pose, that some charge or other against him should be 
kept depending, at the end of the Session, if they 
could not succeed against him while it depended. On 
the 16th of March, 1699, on a suddain, as if it had 
been a new thing (tho' the King had been graciously 
pleas'd to order it as soon as ever the Rochester was 
forced back) the House was informed that Captain 
Kidd was sent for home from the West-Indies. There- 
upon an Address was immediately agreed to. That he 
might not be Tried, Discharged or Pardoned till the 
next Session of Parliament, and that the E. of Bello- 
mont might transmit over all Commissions, Instruc- 
tions and other Papers relating to him. It was whis- 
pered what great things would appear when those 
Papers were produced. It was insinuated that there 
was another Commission not yet discovered ; some 
said there were secret Instructions of a dangerous Na- 
ture that would appear, and others that the private 
Articles between the Earl of Bellomont and Kidd 
would shew the bottom of the Design. How far such 
an Address could by Law be comply'd with, is not for 
me to determine, but it seems not very Consistent with 
the Habeas Corpus Act, which ought to be very 
sacred, and which is TJnrepeaPd unless a Yote can do 
it. However on the 25th of March, they were in- 
form'd that their Address was granted. 

But this Objection might have been easily avoided, 
for on the 8th of April following, the Secretary ac- 
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quainted the House, that the King had received an 
account that Kidd had arrived in the Isle of Lundy, 
and that the Ship in which he came was bound for the 
Downs, whither his Majesty had sent a Yacht in order 
to the bringing of him up, and the Marshal of the Ad- 
miralty was appointed to go and take him into Cus- 
tody. It was natural to believe, that such an Infor- 
mation must necessarily have produced another Ad- 
dress, that Kidd might be brought directly to the Bar 
of the House, in order to his Examination, to the end 
all possibility of tampering with him might be avoided, 
and the truth might appear immediately. It was cer- 
tainly thought a thing of great Moment, otherwise so 
much time would not have been spent about it, to the 
Interruption of the public Business. It was thought 
necessary to have it under a Parliamentary Examina- 
tion, or else such an Extraordinary Address had not 
been made to keep a Man so long in Custody. 

This was reasoning which Men would naturally fall 
into. But on the contrary no notice at all was taken 
of this account of Kidd's being come. It was some 
Men's meaning not to have the matter made plain. It 
was a mistake to think there was a desire to have the 
Truth out. While it remain'd imperfectly examined 
there was room for Eeflections and Surmises, and per- 
haps 9 or 10 months Imprisonment might prepare a 
profligate Man, when he knew his Life depended on it, 
to say that which he might be TJnprepa?ed for on a 
suddain, while he was a Stranger, and knew not how 
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things went in England, and what sort of Story mnst 
save him. 

Whatever was the reason, no Address or Yote was 
made relating to Kidd, but the Parliament rose the 
11th of April following, Kidd was brought to London 
on the; day after. 

As soon as the Parliament was up the Commis* 
sioners of the Admiralty took upon themselves the 
Examination of Kidd and his Crew. This was the 
more observ'd, because it was then generally said, the 
King had order'd the whole matter to be Examined at 
the Council Board in his own presence. That seem'd 
to have been the most proper place. At another time 
few persons would have presumed to meddle with an 
enquiry wherein so many Privy Counsellors had been 
named, if they could have avoided it. But some 
words, drop'd in the late House of Commons by one 
or two of the Managers of the Clamour, were, it seems, 

thought a sufficient Warrant for the Com ^rs of the 

Adm who (as I have heard) are no Court, and 

have no Judicial Authority, to take upon them this 
Examination. They who knew some of the persons 
who Composed that B — were very positive that the 
reason of their undertaking that Affair did not proceed 
from any partiality to favour the Earl of Bellomont or 
those concem'd with him. 

And that the Adm — alone might not out-do them- 
selves upon the Occasion, the Earl of Bellomont hav- 
ing by the Ship in which Kidd was brought sent to 
the Seer — s of State Pacquets fill'd with many Letters 
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directed to themselves, and other Persons of Honour 
and Quality, as well upon the Affairs of the Provinces 
where he was Governor, as of his own and their pri- 
vate Concerns; They were pleas'd, out of very Extra- 
ordinary Zeal for the discovery of Truth, to bring all 
those Letters to the Adm — to be perused, in order to 
assist their Examination : And they as frankly took 
upon them to open and inspect them. It is true they 
were pleas'd to Summon the persons to whom the Let- 
ters were directed, to be present at the Opening them ; 
but if it appear'd to be necessary for them to take 
their Letters into their own possession, it was to be on 
an Engagement, that they should be forth-coming, for 
which purpose they were to be mark'd. 

TKis was then thought a thing of a very Extraordi- 
nary Nature. The Oath of Secrecy which some Offi- 
cers take is very strict. Letters sent from public 
Persons to Sec — s of St — are the King's Letters and 
not theirs, and may contain matters of Importance 
which none but the King ought to know, and till they 
are opened, it cannot be certain what they do contain. 
Nay, it has appear'd since, that these Letters did con- 
tain matters relating to the Plantations which ought 
not to have been divulged. Tis true if there was a 
previous Order for thus Acting, from the Person who 
only can dispence with the Secrecy, this Objection is 
answer'd ; but it was positively averr'd, that person 
had been pleased to Declare he never heard of it till it 
was done. 

I shall not enter upon a Discourse what Power 
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Seer s of St may have over private persons' 

Letters which are sent in Boxes or Covers directed to 
them. If the persons stand charg'd with matters 
wherein the safety of the "King's Person or Govern- 
ment may be concerned, nay if there be a reasonable 
Ground for Suspicion, that any Light of that nature 
might be gain'd, good men would make large Allow- 
ances for Seer s looking into Letters themselves, 

tho' it would be hard to delegate that privilege to 
others. But when nothing of that kind was pretended, 
when there was no other ground to suspect the Man or 
the Letter^, unless you will suppose them to be infected 
because they came in the same Ship which brought 
Kidd, this sure is of a dangerous Example. But 
adding to this that some of these Letters were directed 
to privy Counsellors, to Ministers of State, who stood 

upon a Level with the Seer s themselves, and then 

you cannot but stand amazed at the proceedings, at the 
Indignity, I was almost ready to say Insolence offer'd ; 
and much more that it was not resented in the highest 
manner. Forgive me if I say they deserved to be so 
used who could bear it so tamely. You see I cannot 
yet write of this matter without being somewhat trans- 
ported, but I confess at the same time I was in a Kage 
upon the account of my Lord B. not at all with rela- 
tion to the Business of Kidd. I knew there was no- 
thing in that which would not bear the light ; I knew 
the more it appear'd the better it must be for every 
one concern'd ; for it was Artificially hindred from a 
thorough Examination. But I was fully acquainted 
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with the E. of Bellomont's Character, I knew he had 
no reserve in his way of Writing to his Friends, and 
there were Letters to most of those he reckon'd his 
Friends in England. I was sure he look'd upon one 
of those who expos'd his Letters as his old sure and 
intimate Friend, to whom he might open his heart as 
to everything ; and the time was svery critical, and 
every advantage would be certainly taken. I knew he 
was sensible of the Usage he had met with where he 
was, and of the Countenance to that Usage given else- 
where, and the Ground upon which it was given. I 
knew he thought the business of England was not 
faithfully done by some who concern'd themselves in 
the matters of the Plantations. I fear'd what he might 
say in confidence to Persons as particular Friends, or 
might think hiqiself bound in duty to say to others in 
Publick Stations, calling things and Men by their 
true Names, might be improper to be exposed, and 
turn infinitely to his Prejudice. But thus he, and all 
to whom he wrote, were us'd. And the Letters were 
reserved to be yet more publickly expos'd in the House 
of Commons at their next meeting. But after all it 
prov'd for his Justification and for his Honour that this 
was done, allowing for some Frank and Unwary Ex- 
pressions, (which every Candid Man would Judge 
Favorably of in Letters between Friends) there was 
nothing found in all the Papers but what became a 
good Subject, a good Governor, and an honest Gen- 
tleman. 
The B d thought fit to require the Judge of the 
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Admiralty to attend at the Examination of Kidd and 
Lis Crew, which was upon the lith of April, and in- 
deed he had the proper jurisdiction of Examining in 
the Case of Piracy. But when such Questions as were 
thoyght proper in respect to the Piracy had been ask'd 
of Kidd and the other Prisoners (if the Current Re- 
port at that time was true) the Judge was ordered to 
retire, because the Com rs were proceeding to Ex- 
amine, as to the matters of State. They certainly then 
ceased to be doing the proper business of an Admi- 
ralty B d. By what Commission they Acted they 
best knew, but they proceeded to Examine Kidd farther 
as they thought fit, and then SeaPd up the Examina- 
tions to be preserv'd secret for the House of Commons^ 
I am not skilful enough to determine whether this 
was a Method agreeable to Law, but if it be, the Law 
does certainly put Men under all the hardships imagi- 
nable. The Examinations are taken in the absence 
of the persons concern'd. Taken by no sworn OflScers. 
Seal'd up to be kept private, not for a short time, but 
indefinitely, till the meeting of a Parliament. In all 
this time the Parties concern'd are in the dark, they 
know not what Lyes a profligate Villain in such cir- 
cumstances may have told. He might die or escape 
before the next Parliament, and the Parties might in 
the interval loose all the proper Opportunities of Justi- 
fying themselves, and clearing their innocence, and 
the foulest and the falsest things said might have serv'd 
for matters of Reflections ; which was all that Men, who 
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did more then begin to despair of Evidence, could 
hope for. 

When this was over, Kidd was sent to Newgate, and 
was ordered to be kept a close Prisoner ; whether that 
Order was observed to one sort of Men, only, I can 
affirm nothing of my own knowledge. And therefore 
I will not rely on Reports so far as to name who were 
said to be admitted to discourse with him. 

Thus things rested for near a Year, when matters 
being ripened for a new Storm, not so much directed 
against our Friend as against other persons whom I 
need not Name : a certain Gentleman (well known 
for every Quality which must disgrace that Name) 
began to renew his noise, and to repeat his Phrase of 
the Corporation of Pirates ; and to talk of a Legacy 
left by the late House of Commons. And thereupon 

about the beginning of March, 1700, the Com rs 

of the Adm — were ordered to produce all the Exami- 
nations, Instructions, and also all other Papers trans- 
mitted from the E. of Bellomont relating to Captain 
Kidd, which was immediately comply'd with ; and in 
company with these, all the Letters were produced, 
and after all possible methods taken, proper to make 
this matter thoroughly understood and discover the 
bottom of every thing, and strike a Terror into some 
and beget a suspicion in others by multiplying of 
Orders, by giving a general leave to Inspect the 
Papers, by ordering all that related to Kidd to be col- 
lected out of them, and the Papers themselves to be 
sorted and distinguished ; by examining Kidd several 
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times in person, and Confronting him, with his private 
examinations taken as is mention'd before ; by reading 
as many of his Letters and of the E. of Bellomont's as 
were most likely to answer the Purpose. By examin- 
ing Sir Edmund Harrison, by Eeading the Sailing 
Orders, the Original Articles between the Earl of 
Bellomont and Levingston and Kidd, the Letters of 
Marque to Kidd from the Board of Admiralty, his 
Commission under the Qreat Seal of Fngland, the 
Grant under the Great Seal to the E. of Bellomont 
and others, as also the Indentures of Covenants be- 
tween his Majesty and the Grantees ; on Friday the 
28 of March, 1701, after a very long Debate upon the 
Question that a grant pass'd under the Great Seal of 
England to Kichard E. of Bellomont, and others, of all 
the Goods, Merchandizes, Treasure and other Things 
therein granted, which should be taken by Kidd from 
Tho. Toe, John L'eland, and others, in the said grant 
mentioned as Pirates before their Convictions, is illegal 
and void. It pass'd in the Negative. 

I am sure this general Account will not satisfy, and 
that you expect I should be more particular, as to any 
matters which appear'd upon this Second severe 
Scrutiny, or any Arguments which are used in the 
debate now, beyond what was urged the last Tear. 
To shew you therefore how willing I am to gratify you 
in everything, I will begin with telling you, that 
which pleas'd me the most ; That after every Paper 
looked into, and Kidd himself examin'd over and over, 
nothing indirect, nothing dishonourable, nothing which 
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in the Opinion of any reasonable Man, did in the 
least reflect upon our Friend the Earl of Bellomont, or 
any body else, except Kidd, appeared. That was what 
I was chiefly concem'd for. It would have gone deep 
with me if the Earl of Bellomont had Engaged him- 
self, or drawn his Friends into any dishonourable 
thing. I was much less in pain as to the strict matter 
of Law, if all the deep dyed Lawyers of the late 
Eeigns, who were Engag'd heartily in the Cause, could 
with their Chicanery have found out some little Slip 
in Mr. S. G. drawing up an Listrument, when it wes 
demonstrable nothing was intended, but the Suppress- 
ing of Piracy, and a complying with what His Majesty 
thought for the good of his Stfbjects, I should have 
been but little concern'd. But even that totally fail'd. 

It appeared by Kidd's Examination before the Ad- 
ini — ty and afterwards in the H. that he had never 
seen the D. of Shrewsbury or the Lord Sommers, or 
had heard more of them than that the Earl of Bello- 
mont said they were two of his owners. That the 
same Earl had introduced him to the Earl of Oxford, 
and that Colonel Hewitson had carried him to the 
Earl of Eomn.ey; which was all he knew of them. 

That the Earl of Bellomont and Sir Edmund Har- 
rison were the Persons who managed the business. 
That he had no manner of Instructions from the Own- 
ers, or any of them, publick or private, except Sailing 
Orders from the Earl of Bellomont, whereby he was 
directed to pursue his Commission ; which Orders ap- 
peared. 
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That the Articles between him and the Earl of 
Bellomont were also before the House. 

In his Examination before the Adm— ty he was 
ask'd in plain words, If he could say anything in rela- 
tion to the Earl of Bellomont, Lord Komney, D. of 
Shrewsbury, Lord Chancellor, or Lord Orford by name, 
or any other of the Owners in relation to the Expe- 
dition, or any other matter, touching any private Di- 
rections, Articles or Instructions given to him by 
word of mouth or otherwise, and being bid to recol- 
lect himself well, he said, He had nothing more to say 
in relation to the Owners or any of them, than what 
he had before declar'd. And at all his subsequent 
Examinations he afiSrmed the same thing. 

Upon perusals of the Examinations of his Crew as 
well in New England as after their being brought 
hither, there appeared not one word which might give 
the least Countenance to any of those unjust suspi- 
cions which had been propagated against the Lords 
or other Owners. On the contrary, it was plain by 
the Depositions of Bradenham and others, that Kidd 
own'd he had departed from all that was directed or 
agreed in England, and set up new Articles, and took 
new Men on Board, on new Terms. 

All the Surmises about another commission, which 
had not appear'd before, were found to be Groundless. 
And the things suggested about the Articles between 
the Earl of Bellomont, Levingston and Kidd, proved 
to be without the least Foundation, they being only of 
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the Nature of Common Articles between Privateers 
and those who set them out. 

In all the E. of Bellomont's Letters there was not a 
single Expression which Malice could distort to give 
Countenance to any of the spiteful Insinuations scat- 
tered abroad, as if Kidd had been incouraged to do 
any thing not strictly conformable to his Commission. 
And there could not be a greater Evidence of the E. 
of Bellomont's Integrity, than that in every Letter 
where he says anything in relation to Kidd it is inter- 
mix'd with other publick or private matters, which 
demonstrated, they intended nothing of that Business 
to be made a Mistery. 

His Letter shew'd the great Concern he had to 
Seize Eadd, and the other Pirates, which "Were many 
in Number, securing them in Goal, and sending them 
safely for England. His nice Caution in not touching 
any of their Effects, and Consigning them to the 
Secretary of State. His Care in Collecting and Trans- 
mitting all the Evidence he could get against Kidd, 
and the other Pirates, and sending over Witnesses. 
His plain delivering his opinion, that Kidd was guilty 
of Piracy, notwithstanding his pretences, and that 
Consequently he and the rest of the Owners could 
have no Title by their Grant to the Goods he had 
brought with him ; unless in Consideration of their 
good intention and great Charges, the King should 
think fit to make some new grant for their benefit. 

All these things shewd the greatest Innocence and 
Candour which could be Express'd, and prov'd, beyond 
9 
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CoBtradictioD, that there never was a Clammor more 
maliciously promoted, or worse founded. 

Upon this Occasion I cannot Omit telling you a pas- 
sage, for the Justification of the Lords Concern^ in 
this business, which is above exception, and which I 
am sure is true. After the rising of the last Parlia- 
ment, His Majesty being pleas'd to Honour a Koble 
Lord with Dining at His House ; while they were at 
the Table, a Discourse arose concerning Kidd, and the 
trouble occasion'd by that business to the Ferscms con- 
cem'd in the Grant. His Majesty was pleas'd Graci- 
ously to say, that if by the Law of England He could 
be a Witness, he could of his own Ejiowledge Justify 
the Lords concem'd in all they had done in that affair. 

After this Belation, of the Truth of which there are 
many Witnesses, I will pretend to add nothing as a 
further Yindication of the Integrity cind upright inten- 
tions of the Persons engaged in setting out the Adven- 
ture Galley. 

The only thing which remains for me to do, is to 
give you an account of what was said upon the Point, 
which was brought ip Debatje^ a second time, touching 
the validity of the King's Grant. You observe the 
Question was conceiv'd in different terms from what it 
was the last Year, and I beg you to observe how Can- 
didly and Fairly it was put, which you will do very 
easily, if you will .only observe the Words of the 
Grant, which you have in my former Letter, and the 
Words of the Questicm, and see bow like they ^e to 
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one another. That is a Bemark I leave yon to mak^ 
for your self. 

The only Objection insisted on was, that the E. of 
Bellomont's Grant was condemned, by that Clause in 
the Bill of Rights, which says, that all Grants and Pro- 
mises of Fines and Forfeitures of particular Persons 
before Conviction, are illegal and void. 

It was said, tho' this Qnestion bad been under the 
consideration of the last House of Commons, that yet 

their opinion did not conclude another H • It was 

said that the Inconvenience rather than the Illegality 
of the Grant was then the Subject of the Debate, and 
that the question of Law was not thoroughly discussed. 
It was admitted that a Grant of Bona fdonwn and 
JBona Piratarum pf Inheritance, as a Franchise to go 
along with a Mannor, or within a certain District as 
an Incorporal Inheritance, might be good, but that the 
Grant of particular Felons, or particular Pirates 
Goods, before Conviction, was Void, and this was the 
same whether the Persons were named or not. As a 
grant of the goods of all Felons which should be con- 
victed at the next Sessions at the Old Baily, would be 
as much contrary to the Clause of the Act, as the grant 
of the Goods of all the Persons then in Newgate for 
Felony by express name. That the same Inconveni- 
ences lay in case of the grant of the Goods of Pirates 
before Convictiou, as in the case of the grant of the 
Goods of Felons. That since the Statute of 28 H. 8. 
c. 15. which gives a Common Law Tryal of Pirates, 
that i^ by JurieP) and make& them forfeit as in case of. 
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Felony, they are to be considered no otherwise than as 
Felons. 

This was the substance of the Objections, as far as I 
could inform my self. I had not the same opportu- 
nity of hearing this debate as I had the former, but I 
did use my utmost Endeavour to be inform'd of what 
pass'd from Enemies as well as Friends to the Grant. 
I do not pretend to tell you the Invectives, the Keflec- 
tions, the Surmises and other artificial Insinuations, 
which are proper to mislead in Assemblies ; but all 
that was Argumentative, fell under these heads I have 
mentioned. 

I will give you the best account I could learn of the 
Answers to these objections I wish I could have heard 
Mr. S. G. Who, I am told, out did himself in vindica- 
tion of a Grant, which as he prepar'd with good inten- 
tion, so he did admirably well maintain it to be drawn 
with great Judgment. I cannot pretend to particu- 
larize what was said by him, and what by other 
learned Persons. In General it was said in defence 
of the Grant. 

1. The Clause in the Bill of Eights did manifestly 
relate to such Forfeitures -only as were made by the 
conviction, not only the words of the Clause shew'd 
it, but it appear'd by the Reason given in the Law 
Books, why Grants of Forfeitures before conviction 
are not warranted by Law, viz. because by the Com- 
mon Law the Forfeiture it self did not accrue till the 
Conviction ; and therefore before th^t time the "King 
had no Title in him to Grant. On the Contrary, the 
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Property, notwithstanding the Treason or Felony com- 
mitted, did so continue in the Party, that he had not 
only a right to use his Goods and live upon them, but 
to dispose of them absolutely, so as to make a good 
Title to a Purchaser, because the Forfeiture as to his 
Goods, had relation only to the time of his Conviction, 
and not to the time of the Fact Committed. 

But this Beason did not extend to the Case of the 
Grant of Pirates Goods, because by the very Act of 
Piracy the Forfeiture of the Goods accrued. So that 
tho' the Pirate should be slain in Fight, or should 
Escape so as never to be brought to Tryal, yet his 
goods were forfeited by the Fact, and therefore grant- 
able immediately. There may be a litigation in rem^ 
before there is m Personam^ as appears by the daily 
Practice of the Admiralty, Whereas in Felony the 
Goods Follow the Fact of the Person, who must be 
convicted before his goods can be so much as seized. 

2. It was said that the several Heads in the Bill of 
Eights relate only to securing the rightful Constitution 
of the English Government, and the due Administra- 
tion of the Common Laws within the Kingdom, and so 
does this head as well as the rest. This Article takes 
care of Persons who are amenable to Justice, and their 
Estates within the reach of the Common Law. In 
such Cases 'tis reasonable, till the forfeiture accru'd, 
nothing should be granted. But it cannot be suppos'd, 
to have regard to Forfeitures arising by Oflfences com- 
mitted out of the Kingdom, where the Persons are not 
within the Eeach of the Process of the Common Law, 
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and if they were they are not triable nor punishable 
by it The offence of Piracy and all the Consequences 
of it are only of the Conusance of the Civil Law. The 
Statute of the 28 of H. 8, 0. 15, gives a Tryal by a 
Jury in that Case, and does extend the Forfeiture, (if 
&e Tiyal be according to the Statute,) beyond what it 
was before, for it makes the Pirates^ Land forfeited, 
as in Case of Felony. But neverthel^s it does not 
alter the Nature of the Offence, nor make it Felony. 
A pardon of Felonies is no pardon of Piracy. The 
Statute does not Corrupt the Blood. It does not take 
away the old manner of proceeding according to the 
CSvil Law, flio'' for the more e&Bie Conviction of Pi- 
rated. It adds another method of l^yal, because (as 
the Statute it self expresses it) accorcHng to the Course 
<rf the CSvil Law it was diflScult to Convict Pirates in 
regard that either two positive Witnesses, or the Con- 
fession erf the Party waa necessary. And at this day 
an Accessory in case of Rracy can be Tried no other- 
wise than as before the Statute, by the Course of the 
Ovil Law. 

S. If the E. of Bellomont and the other Persons 
eoneem'd in the fitting out the Adventure Galley had 
dent her out without any Commisi^n, and she had 
taken the Pirates, the Goods had been their own by 
tiie Law of Nations. And it had a strange Appear, 
ance to say. It was against Law for the King to grant 
the Pirates' Goods to them upon Condition. They 
were apprehended by their means, when by the very 
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taking without any condition, they would by the Law 
of Nations have acquired a property in the Goods. 

4. The Case of Pirates is the Case of Persons in 
open Hostility, who must be seized by force where 
they can be found, and their Goods and Persons 
secured at one and the same time, otherwise there can 
be no suppressing them. And therefore as they must 
be subdued like Enemies, the Law considers them as 
such, with this difference, that Pirates are Enemies to 
all Princes, to all Mankind, whereas others become 
Enemies by accident only and continue such but while 
the War lasts. And upon this Ground it is that all 
Pirates, be they of what Nation soever, wheresoever 
they commit their Piracies, or wheresoever they are 
taken, yet they are Subject to the Jurisdiction of the 
Prince by whose Commission they are taken, and may 
be try'd and punished in his Courts, tho' never so re- 
mote. It is not necessary they should be English, or 
rob in the English Seas, to Subject them to the Jus- 
tice of the Admiralty of England. The Truth is, 
there is but one of the fore-named in the Commission 
who was an English-Man. 

And therefore as it is practised and allow'd among 
all Princes to Grant Commissions to Privateers in 
time of War, impowering them to fight with and take 
Enemies, and their Ships and Goods, and to retain the 
same to their own use, for such part of them only as 
the Prince thinks fit to allow, (the Terms being often 
varied according to the Circumstances of the War, 
and the necessity sometimes of giving great Encour- 
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agement) and the Legality of giving such Commissions, 
and granting such advantages, has been always 
thought agreeable to the Law of Nations. 

In the same manner and upon the same reason of 
Law such Commissions and Grants in the Case of 
Pirates do proceed, and there is nothing of Injustice 
or Inconvenience can be suppog'd in this latter Case, 
which may not with the same force be objected in the 
former. 

Both are granted in the time of "War for as to Pi- 
rates the War is perpetual. The Ships with their 
Cargo's in both Cases, and for the same reason of ne- 
cessity, must be seized before adjudication, because 
otherwise it were impossible to bring them to Judg- 
ment. And therefore as in the one Case there is a 
possibility that Friends and Allies may have some 
Trouble, so in the other case by accident honest Mer- 
chants may have also, for their Goods may be Aboard 
the Ships of Enemies, or of Pirates, and they may be 
put to the Charge of making out their Propriety, and 
perhaps contesting with great Persons (for in Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign, as Great Men and as great Patriots 
as any in the Kingdom, thought they did good Ser- 
vice in taking out Commissions of Privateers for many 
years together) yet necessity and the nature of the 
thing Justifies the proceeding in both Cases : and the 
advantage which accrues to the publick transcends 
any private Inconvenience. And therefore the same 
Law of Nations which warrants such Commissions and 
Grants of the Goods of Enemies in time of War does 
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Warrant the like in tlie Case of Pirates at all times. 
It is a Sufficient Answer to any of the Difficulties that 
after the Capture, there is a proper Court necessary to 
be apply'd to, without which in neither of these Cases 
the party who has the Commission can have a egal 
Title to any thing. There must be an Adjudication 
in the Admiralty, that the Ship and the Cargoe, or 
any part of it did belong to an Ally in the one Case, 
or to an honest Merchant, in the other, and the Court 
does them the like Justice. 

6. A farther Argument to shew that pirates are 
considered after another manner, than persons charg'd 
with Crimes committed within the Realm, and conse- 
quently Subject to the Common Law, and within the 
reach of it, was drawn from the Proclamations fre- 
quently published against pirates; Those Proclama- 
tions being liable to the same Objections as were made 
to the E. of Bellomont's Grant. Particularly the Pro- 
clamation published while this very matter was de- 
pending, bearing Date the 6th of March, 1700. 
Wherein the King promises, that if any person be- 
longing to the Ship's Company of any pirate, shall 
Seize the person commanding the Ship, together with 
the Ship and Goods, and deliver them to any Magis- 
trate, and give Evidence so as such pirate may be 
Convicted, he shall receive, as a reward, the Moyety 
of the Kings share of the Vessel and Goods. This is 
the same case : If the King may grant a Moyety of 
what belongs to him, he may Grant nine parts in ten 
of what belongs to him, which is all the E. of Bello- 
9* 
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months Grant does* No doubt the Learned Gentleman 
who drew this Proclamation, and the Honourable per- 
son who put the Seal to it, knew what they did was 
agreeable to Law, and therefore in e£Pect they have 
given their Opinions that this so much disputed Grant 
was so. Yet if such a Proclamation were Issued with 
Bespect to Eobbers on the High-way, it would not be 
Justifiable in point of Law. For the Law supposes 
Bobbers, who are within the reach of the Magistrates 
and Oivil 0£Scers to be amenable to Justice by Ordi- 
nary means, so that the Case of Pirates, is not in any 
sort esteemed to be within the Ordinary Bnles, nor to 
be comprehended within the meaning of the Clause in 
the Bill of Bights. 

The Grant to the E. of Bellomont did not give the 
Goods of the Persons nam'd in it, or of any other pi- 
rates, absolutely, but under two restraints or qualifica- 
tions. First it was strictly Circumscribed to such 
things as the King could Grant by Law, to things be- 
longing to him and Grantable by him, (but having 
taken notice of this in my former Letter, I will not re- 
peat it again.) Secondly it did not give the Goods of 
any Pirates but upon Condition of their being taken 
by the Adventure Galley, in order to be brought to 
Justice, which is the very same Condition in effect 
that was inserted in the Proclamation. If the Pirates 
named in the Letters Patents, or any other. Surrender 
^themselves to Justice, if they are never taken, or are 
taken in any other manner than by. the Adventure 
Galley, the E. of Bellomont, and his partners, have no 
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pretence of Title to any of the Goods. Their Title is 
to arise from their Seizing of them, while actually 
standing out in their piratical Courses. The Encour- 
agement is only adequate to the Service. If you take 
these Enemies of Mankind you shall have what you 
take with them, so far as if may by Law be granted. 
If you take no pirates, you are to expect no benefit by 
the Expedition. 

I will just mention two things more which were ob- 
served, one as to the supposed Hardship, in naming 
Four persons particularly, that if none had been 
named in the Commission, it would have been cer- 
tainly objected, that there had been no real occasion 
for the Commission, otherwise the persons would have 
been Named. The other was, that some of those who 
so Violently objected to this Grant, had Solicited, and 
others had, without difficulty, pass'd the Grant to Sir 
Eobert Holms in King James'rf Keign, wherein not 
only all pirates' Goods, but even Bona Deprcedata 
were Granted in express Terms, without any qualify- 
ing Clause whatsoever. 

I have now performed the second part of my pro- 
mise, in giving you an account of the Debate which 
produced the Kesolution before set down, of the 28th 
of March. The next day, being Saturday, an Appli- 
cation was made that Kidd might be proceeded 
against according to Law. This was a natural and 
Eeasonable Course, but there was another effect some 
Men might hope for from it than appeared at first 
view. Kidd was a Fellow, whose Actions did not 
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only shew that Death must needs be terrible unto him ; 
but that he was not like to strike at any thing, upon 
the account of Conscience, to avoid it ; and therefore 
probably would set himself to Work as soon as he saw 
his certain Danger. This is not a meer Conjecture, 
but it is proved by Sir E S rs so greedily lay- 
ing hold of that Information which he made to the 
H — on the Monday Following, Yiz. That he had a 
letter from Kidd, wherein he desired to be brought 
up, having something to say to the H — . His manner 
of opening it, and the warmth with which he was 
seconded by a well-spoken Gentleman, whose Tongue, 
the E. of Bellomont says in one of His Letters, is as 
foul and corrupt as his Breath, raisM every ones Ex- 
pectation, and you may be sure Kidd was sent for im- 
mediately. But being come, and heard, the poor Crea- 
ture had nothing to say which in any sort answered 
the Expectations of those who gave the information, 
or were so forward to send for him, and thereupon he 
was Eemanded. Sir E S had such an Indig- 
nation at His Disappointment, that he declared the 
Fellow was a Fool as well as a Eogue : and that he 
would never Credit what he should say hereafter. To 
Speak the truth it was no fault of that Gentleman's 
that Kidd said no more to the purpose. He watch'd 
his bringing up, and presently got to him alone, in 
the room where he was kept. Ther Conversation, 
through God's mercy, was quickly interrupted. Two 

worthy Members who heard that Sir E S was 

alone with Kidd, had so much sense of his behaviour - 
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throughout that whole matter, and so just an abhor- 
rence of such a practise, that they rush'd immediately 
into the Eoom, and put an end to the privacy. But 
if there be a curiosity of knowing what pass'd in that 
little time it lasted, the Mistress of the Tavern at Char- 
ing-cross, where Kidd stay'd a little while, as he was 
carried back to Newgate that Morning, and the Keeper 
who there took care of him, and drunk with him, are 
both alive, and can tell what Kidd very naturally re- 
lated of that short conference soon after it was over. 

I think I ought to tell you how Sir E S came 

to make this mistake in procuring Kidd to be sent for 
thus fruitlessly that you may the better see his Zeal to 
make somewhat more than he could find. For tho' 
he told the H — he had a Letter from Kidd, that was 
but a mending of the Story to give the more Expecta- 
tion of what was to come, and therefore you will ob- 
serve care was taken by his honest Friend to omit any 
mention of a Letter in the printed V — . The fact was 
thus. When Kidd was brought up the first time he 
became indebted to one Kiftdale, a coflfeeman near 
the House of Commons, in seven or eight shillings. 
The Coffee-man and his Son went to him to Newgate 
on the Sunday to demand the Debt, and drinking to- 
gether, Kiftdale said to Kidd he was a Fool to be 
hang'd for any Body, and that he might certainly save 
his Life, if he could say any thing against the Lord 

Orf and the Lord Som . Kidd reply'd he 

would hang for no body, and that he was resolv'd to 
speak all he knew. Kiftdale, and his Son, went im- 
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mediately with this Story to Sir E S , and 

upon that he founded the Information he gave the 
H — . Whether the Coffee-man acted by Order, in 
talking 80 to Kidd, or whether he only guess'd where 
he should be welcome with his Story, I know not. 
It was very happy for the E. of Bellomont and his 

Friends, that no Tryal was made of Sir E^— S ^r's 

firmness to his declared Resolution of never believing 
any thing that Kidd should say, after his last bringing 
up. He little knew himself in that point. He was so 
unwilling to let this matter end without more preju- 
dice and reflection on those whose ruin he wish'd, that 
ten days after, he and his before-mentioned good 
natur'd Friend were engaged in bringing another, yet 
more impertinent Story before the H He in- 
formed them that Kidd, sine© his being in Newgate, 

hed been at some other place besides the H of 

C s. This occasioned a new Examination of all 

the Keepers of Newgate. But there also followed a 
Disappointment, it proving to be a ridiculous as well 
as a false Tale, and ended only in the Confusion of 
those whose Malice and Desire to Oppress Innocence 
.could never end. The Story is ad follows. One 
Symmonds who had been formerly an Officer in the 
Marine Regiments, and lives now as he can, told Sir 
E S y and Mr. J H , that one Stock- 
dale told him, that the first time Kidd was brought up 

to the H , as he was going back to Newgate, he 

was carried to the L. H ^x's House in Westmin- 
ster, where this Fellow saw him, together with that 
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Lord, and the Lord S tq. If you would know the 

Quality of this Stockdale, he is a poor Fellow that 
waits at an Alehouse at Charring-Cross, to be sent on 
Errands, but was Brother to a Maid-Servant in that 
Noble Lord's Family, by pretence of which he used 
very often to get victuals there, and so knew the way 
into the House. Upon the Examination of these two 
Fellows, it appeared it was not possible the Story 
should be true, because all that day hundreds of 
People followed Kidd wherever he went ; so that this 
Interview must have been a very publick one. If the 
Gentleman who thought fit to give this Information to 

the H , had not been blinded with Malice, they 

must have discem'd the Folly of it. Was it probable 
that one of those Lords, who was only Unconcerned in 
the Business of Kidd, should so unnecessarily desire 
his Company at his House on such a remarkable day ? 
Or was it possible to believe that the other of those 
Lords, who certainly thought himself not a little for- 
tunate that Kidd upon all his Examinations, had de- 
clar'd he had never seen him, would begin an ac- 
quaintance with him at that time ? I have told you, 
that this third Inquiry Vanish'd in Smoak. And I 
cannot forbear observing to you, that it ended with- 
out any Censure or Indignation expressed against 
those who continued to act a part so shamelessly Mali- 
cious. The Truth is, there was such a poorness of 
Spirit among one sort of Men, such an awe of a Party, 
that at last they had not Courage to express the least 
Resentment, To ask a Question, or take a step towards 
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Detecting as unworthy and corrupt practises as perhaps 
were ever heard of. 

I will observe to you also, that the Lords who were 
Partners with the E. of Bellomont in setting out the 
Adventure Galley, sat still throughout the whole en- 
quiry ; and were so entirely passive, you would have 
thought they had not been concem'd in the Conse- 
quence. I am far from blaming their Conduct. There 
is a noble assurance which is the Companion and the 
best Witness of Innocence. They saw the Practices 
which were set on Foot every where, and that no Arts • 
of Subornation would be wanting. They look'd upon 
it as a great Mercy of God that Kidd had tyed himself 
down by declaring, upon so many several Examina- 
tions, that he had never any Conversation with them. 
And they might reasonably apprehend, that the most 
cautious Endeavours to detect the indirect doings of 
their Persecutors might by Malice and Villainy be 
turn'd to their Disadvantage, and give Countenance 
for new Calumnies to those who had then nothing solid 
to say. This might be wise and reasonable in them. 
I cannot put so favorable a Construction on the reser- 
vedness and backwardness of their Friends. 

I must also acquaint you, that Sir Ch H s, 

who behav'd himself so honestly the last year, shew'd 
an instance of humane Frailty, now by a shameful 

Silence, so much the Sec ^y.got the better of the 

J ge. 

To conclude, I will not say as I did last year, that 
there is an end of Kidd's Business, but I will say if 
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ever Men have had an Inquisition upon them, If ever 
any Business has been sifted to the Bottom, it has been 
in this Case. And let you and me rejoyce, that the 
Integrity, Virtue and Honour of our Friend the E. of 
Bellomont, remains Entire and Bright, after all these 
fiery Trials. 

I am, &c. 



FINIS. 
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CHAPTER in. 

No one can read the labored vindication of the Earl 
of Bellamont, contained in the foregoing pamphlet, 
without perceiving that the attacks of political oppo- 
nents pressed very hard upon all the parties who were 
engaged in that ill-fated enterprise. It was certainly 
a period when there was much laxity of morals both 
in public and private adventures. The rights of sav- 
age and of demi-civilized people were not much re- 
garded. The East India Company were appropriating 
the wealth and lands of the East, and were, perhaps, 
jealous of any interference. Negroes were seized and 
carried away from Africa, not only without remorse, 
but under the sanction of law. Acts of legislatures 
were passed, prohibiting, under penalties, the smug- 
gling of negro slaves, not because the clandestine traffic 
was wrong, but because it interfered with the trade of 
the regular dealer. "William HI. having expelled the 
Stuarts from the throne of England, sought, by the aid 
of other powers^ by a secret treaty to partition out the 
vast dominions of Spain, without the knowledge or as- 
sent of either the King or the people of that kingdom. 
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That ia such times a bold and ^nterpri&ing sailor, 
clothed with the authority, associated with the princi- 
pal men of the government, commissioned as Eadd was, 
sent out to cruize upon the ocean, not to yindicate the 
law, but to obtain Wealth for himself and associates, 
failing to obtain that wealth, owing to the strict letter 
of his instructions, should exceed or abuse his power, 
it would seem, might assuredly have been anticipated. 
But whether he did or did not abuse his powers, it is man- 
ifest that it was for the interest of those associated with 
him, when pressed with the questionable morality and 
legal right, to throw, as far as possible, the blame upon 
him to whom the expedition was chiefly entrusted- 

Eetuming to the narrative. It has been seen that 
Capl. Xidd sailed from New York in the summer 
of 1696, and proceeded to the Indian Ocean, and 
while there captured several vessels, and among them 
the famous ship, the Quedah Merchant, in which 
he afterwards proceeded to the West Indies. As this 
vessel, it was said, and others taken by him, belonged 
to the Great Mogul, renewed complaints were made 
by the East India Company, which led to a proclama- 
tion against pirates, dated 8th December, 16&8, and 
Which oflFered pardon to those who should surrender 
themselves within a certain time, but excepting from 
this pardon Capt. Kidd by name. This proclamation 
probably came to his notice while in the "West Indies, 
for leaving there the ship, he purchased a sloop, and 
with a small number of his crew made his appear- 
ance at Boston on the 1st day of July, 1699. Whether 
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he came to Boston conscious of his ability to justify 
his conduct, or relying upon the protection of those 
associated with him, even if guilty of piracy, is not 
known. The following extract of a letter from the 
Earl of Bellamont shows that he continued in corre- 
spondence with Kidd, the explanations for which are 
given in the letter. 



LORD BELLAMONT TO SEOBETABY VEBNON. 

New Tobk, Qth December^ 1700. 

As to Kidd's pretence of urging to his owners the 
necessity of allowing the seamen pay, I can safely 
take my oath there was no such thing, but so far the 
contrary, as that as often as I saw him he told me he 
knew the pyrate hants so well, that he could sail 
directly to 'em ; But his articles with me which I sent 
you (the original ones by the Newport frigate, and a 
copy by the ship Fortune) will show his mind in that 
matter ; for when we don't hear a man treat of a 
bargain, his hand and seal is the best evidence of his 
assent and consent to a bargain. As to my letter, I 
writ to Kidd by Burgesse, and which Capt. Lowth 
intercepted, I own I writ to him to come to N. Torke, 
and if it be rightly considered, I did therein what 
became me. Upon my first coming hither I had 
reason to suspect he was tum'd rogue or pyrate, for 
contrary to his articles with me, he came hither to N. 
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Yorke and here staid about three months, and Mr. 
Livingston, whom I found here before me, told me he 
had some reasons to fear he would turn pyrate. Two 
of his reasons were, a bargain whisper'd about, that 
Fletcher had covenanted with Kidd to receive £10,000 
if he had made a good voyage ; the other was the 
dissolute life Kidd had lived during the three months 
he staid here. But when I writ that letter to Kidd 
by Burgesse, I had an account he was certainly turn'd 
pyrate, and then I could not be blam'd to have a just 
indignation against him, and to try by all means to 
get him into my hands, and 'tis plain menacing him 
had not been the way to invite him hither, but rather 
wheedling, and that way I took. 



This letter was written nearly a year and a half j 
after Kidd's arrest. Turning now to the minutes of 
the Council, it appears that Kidd arrived in Boston as 
stated, on the 1st of July. On the 3d of July, a 
meeting of the Council was convened at the house of 
the governor, which Kidd attended, and gave a 
summary account of his proceedings. These meetings 
of Council were adjourned over two or three times, 
until the 6th of July, when it appears that the Earl 
of Bellamont for the first time communicated to the 
Lieutenant Governor and some others of the Council, 
that he had authority from England to seize and secure 
Oapt. Kidd. And he was accordingly arrested.* 

* See Appendix for proceedings of Council in fall. 
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Thus it seems that for six days after his arrival, and 
being daily in the presence of the governor, Eidd was 
at large, though the orders for his arrest were in the 
governor's possession. Whether this delay was for 
the purpose of getting the money or his papers, or 
both, does not appear. Kidd afterwards complained 
bitterly that his papers were^ then taken from him, 
especially the papers which on his trial would have 
[justified him, and that the Earl of Bellamont had 
never restored them to him. 

Bobert Livingston axid Mrs. Kidd were present in 
Boston at the time of the examinations. The plate 
and money of Mrs. Kidd were seized, but afterwards 
restored, it being apparent that it w^a her individual 
property, owned by her before the return of her 
husband. 

£add arrived in England a prisoner in April, 1700, 
four years from the time when he sailed from thence 
so proudly in the Adventure Galley. A great change 
had taken place, and the administration of the noble- 
men whp had been interested in the expedition was 
overthrowi^. Serious charges were made against them, 
but the time for action had not come. But on the 
16th of April, 1701, after Kidd had been a year in 
prison, Simon Harcourt, the great tory lawyer, and 
afterwards Lord Chancellor, appeared with other 
members of the House of Oommpn^ at the bar of th^ 
House of Lords, and in the name of the House of 
Commons and all the Commons of. England, im- 
peached John J^prd gommers of Hi^h Crimes and 
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Misdemeanors. One o{ the charges against him was 
his being concerned in the commissions to Kidd, and 
the grants passed by Lord Sommers himself of the 
money, <fcc., taken from pirates. „ Which said grant 
under the great seal of England, manifestly tended to 
the obstruction and discouragement of trade and 
navigation, the great loss and prejudice of merchants 
and others being his Majesty's subjects, or subjects of 
the friends and allies of his Majesty, and the dishonour 
of the King and kingdom. And the said Lord 
Sommers was, by procuring and passing the said 
grant, guilty of a notorious breach of his duty." It 
was also charged that Kidd was a person of ^^ evil 
fame and reputation, and since that time convicted 
of piracy." To which Lord Sommers replied, that 
Kidd was not at the time of the commission a 
man of ill fame and reputation. And that said 
Adventure Galley was " with his Majesty's knowledge 
and Eoyal encouragement, bought and fitted out to 
sea for the execution of the said commission." And 
that " the said grant was formed as a recompense to 
the said grantees, who at their own charge had 
provided and fitted out the said ship, to enable the 
said William Badd to execute the powers in the said 
commission mentioned, whereby the publick might 
have received great benefit, had the said William 
Kidd fiaithfully discharged the trust in him reposed 
by his Majesty and the said grantees. Which he. 
failing to do, the owners of the said ship have lost 
their expenses, and have not received any benefit of 
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his Jfajesty's said grant." There was never any 
formal trial of Lord Sommers by the House of Lords. 
A controversy arose between that House and the 
House of Commons as to the mode of procedure. 
And finally, on the 17th of June, 1701, he was 
acquitted, a large minority of the' Lords, however, 
voting against his acquittal. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

We have here seen that on the 16th day of April, 
1701, articles of impeachment were exhibited against 
Lord Somers. On the 8th day of May following, and 
before the time fixed for Lord Somers' trial before the 
House of Lords, Kidd, who had been in close cofine- 
ment for more than a year in London, was arraigned 
for trial at the Old Bailey. It was not customary for 
such long time to elapse after the arrest of persons 
charged with murder and piracy before they were 
brought to trial. Great efforts had been made, it was 
said, to induce Kidd to make disclosures and charges 
which might implicate the noblemen concerned with 
him. To his credit, it appears that he did not attempt 
any thing of the kind, but, on the contrary, constantly 
insisted that he had himself been guilty of no crime 
which rendered him amenable to the law. 

On the morning of the 8th of May the Court was 
opened at the Old Bailey, in London. The King's 
commission for holding the court was read. The Re- 
corder of London, with other officers and ministers of 
the law attended, for the purpose of arraigning the 
10 
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prisoners, though the trial of Kidd was, after indict- 
ments found, to proceed before the Lord Chief Baron 
Ward, Mr. Justice Powell, and others, the Judges of 
England. That great and upright judge. Lord Holt, 
then Lord Chief Justice of England, was not present. 

The charge was given to the Grand Jury, who with- 
drew, and after some time returned into court, 
with a bill of indictment against Captain Kidd for 
murder, and another bill against him and several of 
his crew for piracy. 

Clerk of Arraign. William Kidd, hold up thy 
hand. 

Kidd. May it please your Lordship, I desire you to 
permit me to have counsel. 

Mr. Recorder. What would you have counsel for? 

Kidd. My Lord, I have some matter of law relating 
to the indictment, and I desire I may have counsel to 
speak to it. 

Dr. Ovienden. What matter of law can you have ? 

ClefrTc of Arraign. How does he know what it is he 
is charged with ? I have not told him. 

Mr. Recorder. You must let the Court know what 
those matters of law are before you can have counsel 
assigned you. 

Kidd. They be matters of law, my Lord. 

Mr. Recorder. Mr. Kidd, do you know what you 
mean by matters of law ? 

Kidd. I know what I mean. I desire to put off 
my trial as long as I can, till I can get my evidence 
ready. 
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Jtfn Recorder. Mr. Kidd, you had best mention the 
matter of law you would insist on. 

Dr. Oxenden. It cannot be matter of law to put oflF 
your trial, but matter of fact. 

Kidd. I desire your Lordship's favor. I desire Dr. 
Oldish and Mr. Lemmon may be heard as to my case. 

Clerh of Arraign. "What can he have council for 
before he has pleaded ? 

Mr. Recorder. Mr. Kidd, the Court tells you you 
shall be heard what you have to say when you have 
pleaded to your indictment. If you plead to it, if you 
will, you may assign matter of law, if you have any, 
but then you must let the Court know what you would 
insist on. 

Kidd. I beg your Lordship's patience till I can 
procure my papers. I had a couple of French passes 
which I must make use of, in order to my justification. 

Mr. Recorder. That is not matter of law. You 
have had long notice of your trial, and might have 
prepared for it. How long have you had notice of 
your trial. 

Kidd. A matter of a fortnight. 

Dr. Oxenden. Can you tell the names of any per- 
sons that you would make use of in your defence. 

Kidd. I sent for them, but I could not have them. 

Dr. Oxenden. Where were they then? 

Kidd. \ brought them to my Lord Bellamont, in 
New England. 

Mr. Recorder. What were their names. You can- 
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not tell without book. Mr. Kidd, the Court sees no 
reason to put off your trial, therefore you must plead. 

Clerk of Arraign, William Kidd, hold up thy hand. 

Kidd. I beg your Lordships I may have counsel 
admitted, and that my trial may be put off. I am not 
really prepared for it. 

Mr. Becorder. Nor never will, if you could help it. 

Dr. Oxenden. Mr. Kidd, you have had reasonable 
notice, and you know you must be tried, and therefore 
you cannot plead you are not ready. 

Kidd. If your Lordships permit those papers to be 
read, they will justify me. I desire my council may- 
be heard. 

Mr. Coniers. We admit of no counsel for him. 

Mr. Recorder. .There is no issue joined, and there- 
fore there can be no counsel assigned. Mr. Kidd, you 
must plead. 

Kidd. I cannot plead till I have those papers that 
I insisted upon. 

Mr. Lemmon. He olight to have his papers deli- 
vered to him, because they are very material for his 
defence. He has endeavored to have them, but could 
not get them. 

Mr. Coniers. You are not to appear for any one 
till he pleads, and that the Court assigns you for his 
counsel. 

Mr. Recorder. They would only put off the trial. 

Mr. Coniers. He must plead to the indictment. 

Cleric of Arraign. Make silence. 

Kidd. My papers were all seized, and I cannot make 
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my defence without them. I desire my trial may be 
put off till I can have them. 

Mr, Recorder. The Court is • of opinion they ought 
not to stay for all your evidence; it may be they will 
never come. You must plead ; and then if you can 
satisfy the Court that there is a reason to put off your 
trial, you may. 

Kidd. My Lord, I have business in law, and I de- 
sire counsel. 

Mr. Recorder. The course of courts is, when you 
have pleaded the matter of trial is next ; if you can 
then show there is cause to put off the trial you may, 
but now the matter is to plead. 

Kidd. It is a hard case when all these things shall 
be k^pt from me, and I be forced to plead. 

Mr. Recorder. If he will not plead there must be 
judgment. 

Kidd. My Lord, would you have me plead and not 
have my vindication by me ? 

Clerh of Arraign. Will you plead to the indict- 
ment ? • 

Kidd. I would beg that I may have my papers for 
my vindication. 

But he was obliged to yield. Looking at the matter 
as he did, and as a plain blunt sailor, he resisted with 
a perseverance amounting almost to obstinacy, and re- 
gardless of recorders and prosecuting attorneys, he in- 
sisted on having an opportunity given him for a fair 
trial. It was, as he said, a hard case, more especially 
if his statements were true, that among his papers 
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seized by the Earl of Bellamont, were French passes 
which would entirely have exonerated him from the 
charge of piracy. "My Lord, would you have me 
plead, and not have my vindication by me ?" was his 
concluding appeal to the justice of the Court. But 
it was of no avail. He was obliged to plead not 
guilty, and then the Lord Chief Baron and the other 
Judges coming into Court, the trial proceeded. As 
might have been expected, all applications for a post- 
ponement were denied. Mr. Justice Powell gave 
leave for counsel if there was any matter of law to 
plead. 

It was, down to a comparatively recent period, a 
strange anomaly in the English law, while in all civil 
suits parties prosecuted and defended, and Conducted 
all their proceedings by counsel, yet in criminal mat- 
ters, where a man was even put on his trial for his life, 
no counsel were allowed to conduct his defence, to ex- 
amine witnesses, and to address the jury in his behalf. 
As a matter of favor, counsel, such as the court might 
indicate, were allowed to speak on questions of law. 
In 1695 a bill was introduced into Parliament, which 
afterwards became a law (7 "W. 3), which allowed a 
full defence by counsel in cases of treason. "It is 
doubtful," says the present Chief Justice * of England, 
" whether it would have passed if Lord Ashley, after- 
wards Earl of Shaftesbury, and author of the ' Charac. 
teristics,' had not broken down while delivering in the 
House of Commons a set speech in support of it, and 

♦ Lord Campbell^ Lives of Lord Chancellors, vol. iv, p. 124. 
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being called upon to go on, had not electrified the 
House by observing, " If I, sir, who rise only to give 
my opinion on a bill now pending, in the fate of which 
I have no personal interest, am so confounded that I 
am unable to express the least of what I proposed to 
say, what must the condition of that man be, who, 
without any assistance, is called to plead for his life, 
for his honor, and for his posterity." At the time of 
Kidd's trial, therefore, counsel were allowed in cases 
of treason, but not in any other criminal trials, except 
as to matters of law. 

The trial first called on was that of Kidd for the 
murder of William Moore, the gunner on board the 
Adventure Galley. Before proceeding, Kidd again 
applied for counsel and for postponement of the trial 
for piracy. 

Kidd, My Lord, I desire counsel may be assigned 
me. 

Mr, Recorder. Capt. Kidd, I told you it would be 
your time when the jury was called to offer what you 
had to offer ; therefore, if you have anything now to 
say to the Court, you had best say it. 

Kidd. I beg I may have counsel. Dr. Oldish and 
Mr. Lemmon, that they may be heard in my behalf. 

^r. Justice Powell. If he desires it, you may be 
counsel for him, provided there be any matter of law 
that he has to plead. Otherwise he must be tried. 

Dr. Oldish. My Lord, he moves that his trial for 
piracy may be put off for several reasons. One is, 
there is one Davis, that is a necessary witness for him. 
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He was taken a passenger into the ship, and therefore 
could not be concerned in any piracy. Now this 
Davis stands indicted, so that he is deprived of this 
person, who is a necessary witness for him in this 
case. 

Mr, Coniers, He is not indicted yet ; he may call 
Jiim if he thinks fit. 

Mr. Justice Powell. If he be indicted, yet he may 
be a witness. 

Dr. Oldish. My Lord, we desire he may be here. 

Mr. Justice Powell. Where is he ? 

Clerk of Arraign. He is in Newgate. 

Mr. Justice Powell. Let him be sent for. 

Dr. Oldish. My Lord, it is very fit his trial should 
be delayed for some time, because he wants some pa- 
pers very necessary for his defence. It is very true he 
is charged with piracies in several ships, but they had 
French passes when the seizure was made. Now if 
there were French passes it was a lawful seizure. 

Mr. Justice Powell. Have you those passes ? 

Kidd. They were taken from me by my Lord Bella- 
montj and these passes would be my defence. 

Dr. Oxenden. Had you any other passes when you 
took the American ship ? 

Dr. Oldish. If those ships that he took had French 
passes, there was just cause of seizure, and it ^yill ex- 
cuse him from piracy. ^ 

Kidd. The passes were seized by my Lord Bella- 
mont, that we will prove as clear as the day. 

Mr. JLemmon. My Lord, I desire one word as to this 
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circumstance ; he was doing his king and country ser- 
vice, instead of being a pirate. For in this very ship 
there wg^s a French pass, and it was shown to Mr. 
Davis, and carried to my Lord Bellamont, and he 
made a seizure of it. And there was a letter writ to 
testifie it, which was produced before the Parliament, 
and that letter has been transmitted from hand to 
hand, so, that we cannot at present come by it. There 
are several other papers and letters that we cannot get, 
and therefore we desire the trial may be put off till we 
can procure them. 
Lord Chief Baron Ward, Where are they ? 
Mr, Lemmon, We cannot yet tell whether they are 
in the Admiralty Office, or whether Mr. Lodrell hath 
them. 

Mr. Justice Powell, Let us see on what you go. 
Tou talk of French passes ; you should have been pre- 
pared to make affidavit of it. What ship was that 
which had the French passes ? 

Mr, Lemmon, The same we were in ; the same he 
is indicted for. 

The application for postponement was subsequently 
denied ; and the trial for murder proceeded. 

ClerJc of Arraign. Let all aside but Captain Kidd. 
William Kidd, you are now to be tried on the Bill of 
Murder ; the jury is going to be sworn ; if you have 
any cause of exception, you may speak to them as 
they come to the book. 

Kidd. I shall challenge none. I know nothing to 
the contrary but they are honest men. 
10* 
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After the case had been stated to the jury by the 
counsel for the government, Joseph Palmer, who had 
been a sailor, and Robert Bradingham, who had been 
the surgeon on board the Adventure Galley, were 
called and sworn. 

Mr. Coniers. Joseph Palmer, give my Lord and the 
jury an account of what you saw done by William 
Kidd on the coast of Malabar, as to William Moore, 
his gunner. 

Joseph Palmer. About a fortnight before this acci- 
dent fell out. Captain Kidd met with a ship on that 
coast that was called the Loyal Captain. And about 
a fortnight after this, the gunner was grinding a chisel 
aboard the Adventure, on the high sea, near the coast 
of Malabar, in the East Indies. 

Mr. Coniers. What was the gunner's name ? 

Joseph PaUn&r. William Moore. And Captain 
Kidd came and walked on the deck, and walked by 
this Moore, and when he came to him, says : Which 
way could you have put me in a way to take this ship 
and been clear ? Sir„ says William Moore, I never 
spoke such a word, nor ever thought such a thing. 
Upon which Captain Kidd called him a lousie dog. 
And says William Moore, If I am a lousie dog, you 
have made me so ; you have brought me to ruin, and 
mtoy more. Upon his saying this, says Captain 
Kidd, Have I ruined you, ye dog ? and took a bucket 
bound with iron hoops, and struck him on the right 
side of the head, of which he died the next day. 

The witness further stated, in continuation, that 
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Captain Kidd, after the answer of Moore, walked two 
or three times backward and forward upon the deck 
before he struck the blow. 

Mr, GonievB. Tell my Lord what passed next after 
the blow. 

Palmer. He was let down the gun-room, and the 
gunner said, Farewell, farewell. Captain Kidd has 
given ine my last. And Captain Kidd stood on the 
deck and said, You're a villain. 

Bradingham, the surgeon, testified that Moore died 
of the wound ; that he was not present when the blow 
was struck, but was sent for ; that the wound was but 
small, but the skull was fractured, and Moore died the 
next day. He was then asked a question which drew 
forth a significant answer. 

Mr. Cowper. Had you any discourse with Captain 
Kidd after this, about this man's death ? 

JSradingham. Some time after this, about two 
months, by the coast of Malabar, Captain Kidd said, 
I do not care so much for the death of my gunner, as 
for other passages of iny voyage, for I ha/oe good 
friends in England^ who will Tyring me off for that. 

When the prosecution had rested, the Lord Chief 
Baron "Ward, addressing Kidd, said : Then you may 
ma;ke your defence ; you are charged with murder, 
and you have heard the evidence that has been given. 
What have you to say for yourself? 

Kidd. I have evidence to prove it is no such thing, 
if they may be admitted to come hither. My Lord, I 
will tell you wh^t the cas^ was, I was coming up 
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within a league of the Dutchman, and some of my 
men were making a mutiny about taking her, and my 
gunner told the people he could put the captain in a 
way to take the ship and be safe. Says I, How will 
you do that ? The gunner answered, We will get the 
captain and men aboard. And what then ? "We will 
go aboard th.e ship and plunder her; and we will 
have it under their hands that we did not take her. 
Says I, This is Judas-like ; I dare not do such a thing. 
Says he, We may do it; we are beggars already. 
Why, says I, may we take this ship because we are 
poor? Upon that a mutiny arose, so I took up a 
bucket and just throwed it at him, and said, You are 
a rogue to make such a motion. This I can prove, my 
Lord. 

Abel Owens, one of the crew, was called. 

Kidd. Can you tell which way this bucket was 
thrown ? 

Mr. Justice Powell. What was the provocation for 
throwing this bucket ? 

Owens. I was in the cook-room, and hearing some 
difference on the deck, I came out, "and the gunner 
was grinding a chisel on the grindstone, and the cap- 
tain and he had some words. And the gunner said to 
the captain, You have brought us to ruin, and we are 
desolate. And says he. Have I brought you to ruin ? 
I have not brought you to ruin, I have not done an 
ill thing to ruin you ; you are a saucy fellow to give 
me these words. And then he took up the bucket 
and did give him the blow. 
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Kidd. Was there not a mutiny among the men ? 

Owens. Yes, and the bigger part was for taking the 
ship, and the captain said. Ton that will take the 
Dutchman, you are the strongest, you may do what 
you please. If you will take her, you may take her, 
but if you go from aboard, you shall never come 
aboard again. 

Lord Chief Baron Wa/rd. When was this mutiny 
you speak of ? 

Owens. When we were at sea, about a month be- 
fore this man's death. 

Kidd. Call Kichard Barlicorn. What was the rea- 
son that blow was given to the gunner ? 

Barlicorn. At first, when you met with the ship, 
there was- a mutiny, and two or three of the Dutch- 
men came aboard, and some said she was a rich ves- 
sel, and they would take her. And the captain said, 
No, I will not take her. And there was a mutiny in 
the ship, and the men said, K you will not, we will. 
And he said. If you have a mind you may, but they 
that will not, come along with me. 

Kidd. Do you think William Moore was one of 
those that was for taking her. 

Barlicorn. Tes. 

Barlicorn. William Moore lay sick a great while 
before this blow was given, and the doctor said when 
he visited him, this blow was not the cause of his 
death. 

L(yrd Chief Ba/ron Ward. Then they must be con- 
fronted. Do you hear, Bradingham, what he says? 
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He says you said that blow was not the cause of his 
death. Did you ever say so ? 

Bradingham. My Lord, I never said so. 

Lord Chi^ Baron Ward. Did you see that young 
man there ? 

Bradingham, Tes, he was aboard the ship. 

Lord Chief Baron Wa/rd. Was Moore sick before 
that blow ? 

Bradingham. He was not sick at all before. 

Barlic(ym. He was sick sometime before, and this 
blow did but just touch him, and the doctor said he 
did not die on the occasion of this blow. 

Mr, Justice Oold. Did you ever say so, Mr. Brad- 
ingham ? 

Bradingha/m, No, my Lord. 

Mr. Solicitor Oeneral. Tou say he did but just 
touch him. Were you present when the blow was 
given? 

Barlicom. No, but I saw him after he was dead, 
and I was by when the doctor said he did not die of 
that blow. 

Hugh Parrot, another of the crew, called. 

Kidd. Do you know the reason why I struck 
Moore ? 

Pa/rrot. Tes ; because you did not take the Loyal 
Captain, whereof Captain Hoar was commander. 

Lord Chief Baron Ward. Was that the reason he 
struck Moore — because the ship was not taken. 

Parrot. I shall tell you how it happened according 
to the best of my knowledge. Hy oommander 
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fortuned to come up with this Captain Hoar's ship, 
and some were for taking her, and some not, and 
afterwards there was a little sort of mutiny, and some 
rose in arms — ^the greatest part ; and they said they 
would take this ship, and the commander was not for 
it, and so they resolved to go away in the boat and 
take her. Captain Kidd said, K you desert my ship 
you shall never come aboard again, and I will force 
you into Bombay, and I will carry you before some of 
the Council there. Insomuch as my commander 
stilled them again, and they remained on board. And 
about a fortnight afterward there passed some words 
between this William Moore and my commander, and 
then says he, Captain, I could have put you in a way 
to have taken this ship and been never the worse for 
it. He says. Would you have me take this ship ? I 
cannot answer it — they are our friends, and my 
commander was in a passion, and with that I went off 
the deck, and I understood afterwards the blow was 
given, but how I cannot tell. 

Mr. Justice PoweU. Captain Kidd, have you any 
more to ask him, or have you any more witnesses to 
call? 

Kidd. I could call all of them to testify to the 
same thing, but I will not trouble you to call any 
more. 

Lord Chiff Baron Ward. Have you any more to 
say for yourself ? 

Kidd. I have no more to say, but I had all the 
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provocation in the world given me. I had no design 
to kill him. I had no malice or spleen against him. 

Lord Chief Ba/i'on Ward, That must be left to the 
jury to consider the evidence that has been given ; 
you make out no such matter. 

Kidd. It was not designedly done, but in my 
passion, for which I am heartily sorry, 

Thus closed the testimony in this case. And there 
can be little doubt that the blow was struck in the 
heat of passion, and that if guilty, it was of the crime 
of manslaughter, and not of wilful murder. Up to 
this period there had been few captures made by the 
Adventure Galley. There had been two hot contests 
with ships of war. With a crew enlisted upon the 
principle stipulated in his articles with the Earl of 
Bellamont, of no purchase no pay, and manifesting a 
mutinous spirit, even if there was not at that time a 
mutiny among them, and probably chagrined at his 
want of success, the language of the gunner, as testified 
to by the government witnesses, was calculated to 
irritate a man of a hasty temper. The blow was 
struck with a bucket, holding it by a strap or rope — 
not an instrument likely to be used to take the life of 
a man intentionally on board of a full armed ship. 
There can be little doubt, as Kidd said, that it was not 
designedly done. The case went to the jury at the 
close of the testimony, under a labored and partial 
charge from the Lord Chief Baron Ward. Kidd, after 
the charge, .and before the jury had retired, finding 
the case stated so hard against him, then desired per- 
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misfiion to introduce evidence as to Lis previous good 
character, which was refused. .On these trials of Kidd, 
there sat as judges the Lord Chief Baron Sir Edward 
Ward, and Sir Henry Hatsell, Baron of the Exchequer, 
Sir John Turton, and Sir Henry Gould, Justices of the 
King's Kench, Sir John Powell, one of the Justices of 
the Common Pleas, and Sir Salathiel Lovell, the Re- 
corder of London, and there appeared as counsel for 
the government the Solicitor General, Dr. Oxenden, 
Mr. Knapp, Mr. Coniers, and Mr. Cowper. Such an 
array of judges and counsel could have hardly been 
deemed necessary for the ordinary trial of a man 
charged with murder. But if true, as stated by 
Bradingham, to a question by Mr. Cowper, that Kidd 
had " good friends in England that will bring me off 
for that," then for the purpose of reaching those 
friends, such an array may have been deemed neces- 
sary. A sailor, whose home from his youth had been 
on the sea, and who was unlearned in the law, now 
abandoned by his former friends and partners, and 
who had been for two years closely confined as a 
prisoner, without means of getting testimony, obliged 
to conduct his own defence, without a single sugges- 
tion in his favor during the progress of the trial by a 
member of the Court, but one after another putting 
questions to witnesses to obtain answers against him, 
might well have given up all hopes of an acquittal. 

While the jury were out, the trial of Kidd, and 
several of his crew, for piracy was called on, and pro- 
ceeded with, and during the progress the jury came 
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in with a verdict of guilty in the case of alleged 
murder. In the trial for piracy both Palmer and 
Bradingham were again called as witnesses by the 
government. They had been parties to the piracies if 
any had been committed, but now as witnesses for the 
crown, they seem to have manifested much zeal in 
behalf of the government. Many questions were put, 
and statements made in relation to other alleged cap- 
tures or seizures, besides those for the making of which 
the indictments were found. But so ready were the 
witnesses. Palmer and Bradingham, that on the close of 
Palmer's direct examination, Kidd said, "It is in vain 
to ask any questions." The taking of the ships were 
proved and admitted, but he placed his defence upon 
the ground that they were sailing under French 
passes, and were lawful prize. Kidd said that the 
Quedah Merchant had a French commission, and that 
the master was a tavern-keeper at Surat. He was 
told by the Judges that if it was so he ought to have 
taken the ship into port and had her condemned as a 
prize, and to this Kidd answered, that his crew was 
in such a mutinous condition that he could not do so. 
However this may be, it is certain that this defence 
was not one got up after his arrest. One Davis, a 
witness called by Kidd, stated, " I came a passenger 
from Madagascar and from thence to Amboyna, and 
there he sent his boat ashore, and this man was ashore, 
and there was one said Capt. Kidd was published -a 
pirate in England, and he gave those passes to him to 
read. The captain said they were French." 
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Kidd. Ton heard Capt. Elms say they were French 



Mr. Davis. Yes; I heard Capt. Elms say they 
were French passes. Says he if you will I can turn 
them into Latin. 

Mr. Baron Satsel. Have you any more to say, 
Captain Kidd ? 

Kidd. I have some papers, but my Lord Bellamont 
keeps them from me, that^I cannot bring them before 
the Court. 

Bradingham, and others of the witnesses, admitted 
that they understood at the time from Captain Kidd 
that the ships were sailing under these French passes. 

Kidd. Call Capt. Humphrey. 

Lord Chief Ba^on Ward. "What question would you 
ask him ? 

Kidd. What do you know of me ? 

Humphrey. I knew you, sir, in the West Indies in 
the beginning of the late war, and I know you had 
the applause of the general, as I can show by the 
general's letter. I know nothing further of you. 

Kidd. Did you know anything that I was guilty of 
— any piracies ? 

Humphrey. No ; but you had a general applause, for 
what you had done from time to time. 

Lord Chief Baron Ward. How long was this ago? 

Humphrey. Twelve years ago. 

Lord Chief Baron Ward. That was before he was 
turned pirate. 

Kidd. Call Capt. Bond. 
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I/yrA Chief Ba/ron Ward. What do you call him 
for? 

Kidd. Capt. Bond, pray will you give an account 
of what you know of me ? 

Bond, I know you was very useful at the beginning 
of the war in the "West Indies. 

Mr. Baron Satrel. To be sure they had a good 
opinion of him in 1695, when they granted him a com- 
mission. 

At a subsequent period other witnesses were called 
for the same purpose. 

Kidd. Here are some gentlemen here ; I desire they 
may be heard as to my reputation. Here is Colonel 
Hewson. 

Mr. Justice Turton. What do you ask Colonel 
Hewson ? 

Kidd. I ask him what he knows as to my reputa- 
tion in the West Indies ? 

Col. Hewson. My Lord, he was a mighty man there. 
He served under my command there. He was sent to 
me by the order of Col.Coddrington. 

Mr. Solicitor General. How long was this ago ? 

Col. Heu)8on. About nine years ago. He was with 
me in two engagements against the French, and fought 
as well as any man I ever saw, according to the pro- 
portion of' his men. We had six Frenchmen to deal 
with, and we had only mine and his ship. 

Kidd. Do you think I was a pirate? 

Col. Hewson. I know his men would have gone a 
pirating and he refused it, and his men seized upon his 
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ship. And when he went this voyage he consulted 
me, and told me they had engaged him in such an 
expedition, and I told him he had enough already, 
and might be contented with what he had. And he 
said it was his own inclination, but my Lord Bella- 
mont told him if he did not go the voyage that there 
were great men, and they would stop his brigantine 
in the river if he did not go. 

Mr. Justice TvHon. Who told you so ; did he ? 

Col. Sewson. Yes, my Lord. 

Mr. 'Justice Turton. If he had kept to the honest 
design of that expedition, he had done very well. Did 
you apprehend that his intention in that undertaking 
was to be a pirate ? 

Col. Hewson. No, my Lord. He told me his busi- 
ness was to go a cruising and surprise pirates. 

Mr. Solicitor General. Did he tell you he had no 
such design ? 

Col. Hewson. Tes ; he said he "would be shot to 
death before he would do any such thing. I know he 
was very serviceable in the West Indies. 

Kidd. Call Thomas Cooper. 

Mr. Justice Tu/rton. What questions do you ask 
of him ? 

Kidd. Sir, pray tell my Lord what you knew of me 
in the West Indies. 

Cooper. I was aboard the " Lyon," and this Captain 
Kidd brought his ship from a place that belonged to 
the Dutch, and brought her into the King's service at 
the beginning of the war, about ten years ago. And 
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he took service under the Colonel, and we fought 
Monsieur Du Cass rf whole day, and I thank God we 
got the better of it, and Capt. Kidd behaved himself 
very well in the face of his enemies. 

But his previous good character was of no avail, 
and he was convicted and executed a few days after- 
wards. At the time it was seriously questioned, and 
was the subject of much discussion in the London coffee 
houses, whether Kidd was rightly convicted of piracy. 
The Earl of Bellamont had died in New York a short 
time before the trial, and nothing further is known as 
to the truthfulness of Capt. Eadd's statements, that he 
had seized his passes. It would seem from the con- 
versation which Kidd had with Col. Hewson just be- 
fore he sailed from London, that he entered upon the 
expedition with doubt and reluctance. He was then 
in command of a brigantine. He had a family in New 
York ; he was a man of considerable property, and 
both in England and in the Colonies had the re- 
putation of a brave and successful commander. On 
his return, and after he knew that he was proclaimed 
a pirate, he went into Boston, evidently relying upon 
his ability to justify his conduct, or trusting to the 
protection of the influential men with wl^om he was 
associated. By the testimony adduced on his trial, it 
does not appear that he wantonly destroyed human 
life. There was no murdering of the crews of the 
vessels taken. The Dutch vessels were respected ; 
those taken .belonged to Moors, and other inhabitants 
of the east, or were, as alleged, sailing under French 
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passes. The same things done at that time by an 
officer of the East India Company on the land, in the 
extension 9f their power and wealth, might hardly 
have provoked an inquiry. The principle upon which 
the expedition was fitted out was wrong, and calcu- 
lated to produce evil results. The pirates in the 
Indian Ocean were plundering the same people, and 
wherever the property of the Moors and Armenians 
came into possession of the pirates, it became, in their 
hands, lawful prize under the commission of the Ad- 
venture Galley. It would be but one step further, and 
that not an important one, to take themselves the pro- 
perty directly from the original owners, without the 
intervention of the pirates. Under the pressure of 
adverse circumstances, failing to execute the commis- 
sion according to its terms, and under the influence of 
an impatient and rebellious crew, it is hardly to be 
wondered at that this step was taken. But however 
it may be, it is very evident that owing to the great 
excitement, growing in part out of the politicaL vio- 
lence of the times, it was necessary that there should 
be a victim for the sacrifice. It would, perhaps, be 
too much to say that Kidd was not a pirate, though it 
may well be questioned, but it is certain that he 
suffered rather from being found. in good than in bad 
company. It so happened that it was for the interest 
of all parties that he should be that victim, and that 
his name and his memory should be blackened with 
crimes of the darkest dye. The foregoing pages may, 
perhaps, satisfy the candid reader that the impressions 
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gathered from traditions and ballads in relation to 
Capt. Kidd, are not entirely correct. Many a man 
has got his opinion of Lord Bacon from that celebrated 
line of the poet — 

^' Greatest, wisest, meanest, of mankind," 

and comparing small things with great^ many a one 
has his opinion of Kidd from the ballad — 

'^ My name is William Kidd, as I sailed ; 

I murdered William Moore, and left him in his gore 

Not many leagues from shore, as I sailed.'' 



The following is the old ballad, though the name, as 
we have seen, was William, and not Robert Kidd. 

" Ye lamentable BALLAD AND Ye TRUE HIS- 
TORIE OF CAPTAINE ROBERT KIDD, WHO 
WAS HANGED IN CHAINS AT EXECUTION 
DOCK, FOR PIRACY AND MURDER ON Ye 
HIGH SEAS." 

You captains bold and brave, hear our cries, hear our cries. 
You captains bold and brave, hear our Cries, 

You captains brave and bold, tho' you seem uncontrolled. 
Don't for the sake of gold lose your souls, lose your souls. 
Don't for the sake of gold lose your souls. 

My name was Robert Kidd, when I sailed, when I sail'd, 

My name was Robert Kidd, when I sail'd. 
My name was Robert Kidd, God's laws I did forbid. 

And so wickedly I did, when I sailM. 
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My parents taught me well, when I sail'd, when I sail'd, 

My parents taught me well, when I saiPd, 
My parents taught me well to shun the gates of hell, 

But against them I rebell'd when I sail'd. 

I cursed my father dear, when I sail'd, when I sail'd, 

I cursed my father dear, when I sail'd, 
I cursed my father dear and her that did me bear, 

And so wickedly did swear, when I sail'd. 

I made a solemn vow when I sail'd, when I sail'd, 
. I made a solemn vow when I sail'd, 
I made a solemn vow, to God I would not bow, 
Nor myself one prayer allow, as I sail'd. 

I'd a bible in my hand when I sail'd, when I sail'd, 

I'd a bible in my hand when I sail'd, 
I'd a bible in my hand bji my father's great command. 

And I sunk it in the sand when I sail'd. 

I murdered William Moore, as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

I murdered William Moore, as I sail'd, 
I murdered William Moore, and left him in his gore, 

Not many leagues from shore as I sail'd. 

And being cruel still, as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

And being cruel still, as I sail'd, ; 
And being cruel still, my gunner I did kill, 

And his precious blood did spill, as I sail'd. 

My mate was sick and died as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

My mate was sick and died as I sail'd, 
My mate was sick and died, which me much terrified. 

When he called me to his bedside as I sail'd. 
11 
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And onto me he did say, see me die, see me die, 

Aod unto me did he say see me die, 
And unto me did say, -take warning now by me, 

There comes a reckoning day, you must die. 

Tou cannot then withstand, when you die, when you die, 

You cannot then withstand when you die. 
You cannot then withstand the judgments of Qod's hand, 

But bound then in iron bands, you must die. 

I was sick and nigh to death, as I saiPd, as I sailM, 

I was sick and nigh to death as I sail'd, 
And I was sick and nigh to death, and I vowed at eyery breath. 

To walk in wisdom's ways as I sail'd. 

I thought I was undone as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

I thought I was undone as I saiPd, 
I thought I was undone and my wicked glass had run, 

But my health did soon return as I sail'd. 

My repentance lasted not, as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

My repentance lasted not, as I sail'd. 
My repentance lasted not, my vows I soon forgot, 

Damnation's my just lot, as I sail'd. 

I steer'd from sound to sound, as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

I steer'd from sound to sound, as I sail'd, 
I steer'd from sound to sound, and many ships I found, 

And most of them I burn'd as I sail'd. 

I spy'd three ships from France, as I sail'd, as I sail'd, 

I spy'd three ships from France, as I sail'd, 
I spy'd three ships from France, to them I did advance. 

And took them all by chance, as I sail'd. 
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I spy'd three slips of Spain, as I saiPd, as I sail'd, 

I spy'd three ships of Spain as I saiPd, 
I spy'd three ships of Spain, I fired on them amain, 

Till most of them were slain, as I sail'd. 

rd ninety bars of gold, as I saiPd, as I sail'd, 

rd ninety bars of gold, as I saiPd, 
rd ninety bars of gold, and dollars manifold. 

With riches nncontroll'd, as I sailed. 

Then fourteen ships I saw, as I sul'd, as I sail'd. 

Then fourteen ships I saw as I sail'd, 
Then fourteen ships I saw and brave men they are, 

Ah ! they were too much for me as I sail'd. 

Thus being overtaken at last, I must die, I must die. 

Thus being o'ertaken at last, I must die. 
Thus being o'ertaken at last, and into prison cast, 

And sentence being pass'd, I must die. 

Farewell the raging sea, I must die, I must die. 

Farewell the raging main, I must die. 
Farewell the raging main, to Turkey, France, and Spain, 

I ne'er shall see you again, I must die. 

To Newgate now I'm cast, and must die, and must die. 

To Newgate now I'm cast, and must die. 
To Newgate I am cast, with a sad and heavy heart, 

To receive my just desert, I must die. 

To Execution Dock I must go, I must go, 

To Execution Dock I must go. 
To Execution Dock wiU many thousands flock. 

But I must bear the shock, I must die. 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 WILUAH EIDD. 

Come all yoa young and old, see me die, see ipe die, 
Come all yon yotmg and old, see me die, 

Come all yon young and old, you're welcome to my gold, 
For^by it Fve lost my soul, and must die. 

Take warning now by me, for I must die, for I must die, 
Take warning now by me, for I must die. 

Take warning now by me, and shun bad company, 
Lest you come to hell with me, for I must die, 
Lest you come to hell with me, for I must die. 
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CHAPTER V. 

There have been ^o many stories circulated in rela- 
tion to Kidd's money, and so many efforts made to 
find it, that it would hardly do to dismiss the subject 
without giving at least some of the theories upon 
which the search for his hidden treasure has pro- 
ceeded. It has been stated that Kidd arrived in 
Boston in the early part of July, 1699. It will be 
seen from the minutes of the Governor and Council 
that according to the statements of Kidd and his 
crew, who were with him, that the ship known as the 
great ship, the Quedah Merchant, was left at Hispa- 
niola, in charge of a subordinate oflScer and a portion 
of the crew. Kidd iaving learned in the West Indies 
that he was proclaimed a pirate, appears to have pur- 
chased there a sloop, called the Antonio, and sailed 
for New York and Boston, having first ti*ansferred to 
the sloop a considerable amount of gold, silver, and 
precious stones, and valuable merchandize, in amount 
altogether about ten thousand pounds sterling. He 
appears to have sailed up Long Island Sound, and to 
iave sent a messenger to the Governor, the Earl of 
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Bellamont, then in Boston, and in pursuance of a 
communication from him, went to Boston, and was 
there at liberty for several days before he was arrested. 
The Earl of Bellamont had previously received in- 
structions to arrest Kidd, but it seems he had not 
communicated these instructions to the council, nor 
were they informed until several days had elapsed. 
The Earl of Bellamont was, evidently, anxious to get 
possession of the ship and the treasure, and preferred 
negociation to immediate hostile measures. Eidd 
seems to have been willing to surrender the ship and 
the treasure, but wished in doing so to have an assur- 
ance or guarantee of his own protection. Failing in 
this, Bellamont produced his instructions and arrested 
him. A number of the members of the council were 
appointed to take possession of the property on board 
the sloop, and they succeeded in obtaining from Gar- 
diner's Island a considerable amount of gold, silver, 
and precious stones. Kidd, probably suspicious as to the 
treatment which he might receive at Boston, left this 
property at the island for safe keeping. A reference to 
the statement made by Eidd and his crew, before the 
Governor and Council, as to the contents of the ship 
left at Hispaniola, will show that there was no gold 
or silver. Bale goods from India, sugar, saltpetre, 
and iron, it was said by them, were on board. It 
appears that Mrs. Kidd joined her husband in Boston, 
and carried with her, as she alleges, certain articles of 
silver, which were seized, but restored to her on her 
representation that they were her separate property. 
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Among the persons present, it will be seen by these 
same minutes, was Robert Livingston. He must have 
gone on from New York, and he desired, according to 
Bellamont's statement, to get up the bond which he 
had given, in which he had become bound in ten 
thousand pounds sterling, conditioned that Kidd 
should keep all the articles in the agreement between 
him and Bellamont, and especially that he should 
faithfully account for all the treasure. It would seem 
that the bond was not given up. Shortly after 
Kidd's arrest a vessel was sent from Boston in pursuit 
of the famous Quedah Merchant, but she was not 
found, and her fate to this day is not known with cer - 
tainty. Many circumstances conspire to produce the 
impression that she was sunk in the North River. It 
will be remembered that Captain Kidd sailed from 
London in the Adventure Galley, direct for the Port 
of New York, and that in the latter place he enlisted 
one half of his crew. At this period, when the popula- 
tion was small, it was no light matter to enlist there 
nearly one hundred men. That many of them were 
from the surrounding country can hardly be doubted . 
That they were familiar also with the harbor of New 
York and with the navigation of the Hudson River, 
can hardly be questioned. The articles were no pur- 
chase no pay — in other words, every man's wages 
would depend on the success of the enterprise, and a 
foray into the Indian Ocean, among the ships loaded 
with the gold captured from the Great Mogul, had 
attractions, doubtless, for many an enterprising or 
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romantic colonist. That many of these men shonld 
have been anxions to return home would be natural 
after an absence of several years. Hence it has been 
conjectured that when Captain Kidd left in the 
sloop Antonio, to proceed to Boston, by way of the 
Long Island Sound, the Quedah Merchant followed 
after him, manned principally by the New York 
sailors, and that their object was to place her and her 
treasures in possession of Robert Livingston. He had 
then fixed his residence at the Manor of Livingston, 
and in the then state of the country, with the sparse 
population, and with his admitted talent and influence, 
it may have been supposed that even though there 
had been some infractions of the law on distant seas, 
they would be overlooked. Ever since that period 
traditions have been rife on the banks of the Hudson 
that it was attempted to carry the ship up to the 
Manor of Livingston — that they passed New York in 
the night, and that on reaching the entrance to the 
Highlands, and encountering an adverse wind, which 
at times draws through the gorge of the mountains 
and prevents the ascent of a vessel, even if it is fair 
wind for a vessel coming up from below, and being 
pursued, or fancying they were, they ran the Quedah 
Merchant near the shore, and there, at the foot of the 
Dunderberg mountains, scuttled the ship, and the 
crew, with such treasures as they could easily carry, fled 
to the woods. These traditions have been traced back 
to different sources ; in some instances to men who 
were reputed to have formed a portion of the crew. 
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The late Abraham G. Thompson was very curious on 
this subject. He was a descendant on the mother's 
side from the Gardincrs, of Gardiner's Island, where 
Kidd left a portion of his treaeures, with one of his 
ancestors, and so confident did he become that the 
Quedah Merchant was sunk in the North Eiver, at 
the entrance to the Highlands, that he and a friend, 
some thirty or forty years ago, purchased the land 
adjoining, and obtained a water grant from the State 
covering the place where the vessel is supposed to lay. 
It is suflScient, perhaps, to say that there is nothing 
inconsistent with this theory, but it is rather probable 
than otherwise, and that it is sustained by numerous 
traditions existing among many people on both sides 
of the river. If the Quedah Merchant attempted 
thus to pass up the North Kiver, did she have on 
board a large, or any amount of gold and silver, or 
other articles of great value ? This question there is 
no means of answering. Some of the traditions say 
she bad. Some have conjectured that the contents 
of one or two Spanish galleons, which left the South 
American coast but never found their way home to 
Spain, were on board of the Quedah Merchant. This, 
to say the least, is exceedingly doubtful. It seems 
more than probable that the gold and silver and pre- 
cious stones were taken by Kidd on board the 
Antonio, and the examination of the inventory made 
out by the commissioners would seem to confirm it, 
as there appears to have been a variety of articles, and 
such as might have been the products of an enterprize 
II* 
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like that. The articles of merchandize, doubtless of great 
value, remained principally on board the ship Quedak 
Merchant. This, after all, is but conjecture. It 
seems, however, to have been well ascertained by the 
recent examinations that a large ship lays at the 
designated place at the entrance of the Highlands, 
and it may be yet of sufficient interest to some one to 
prosecute the examination, so that the truth may be 
known. "With the exception of the property on board 
the Quedah Merchant, and that on board the sloop 
Antonio, there is no reason for supposing that Kidd or 
his crew had otiier treasure. 
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Monday, 3d July, 1699. 
At His Eccellencfifs Mouse. 

Present : 
His Execllency the EAEL of BELLAMONT. 

"Wati* Winthrop. Joseph Lunde, Esq. 

James Eussel. Saml. Wheeler. 

Elisha Cook. John Saffin. 
Elisha Hutchinson, Esq. John Pynchon. 

Saml. Sewall. Em. Hutchinson. 

John Phillips. Penn Townsend. 

G. Sergeant. Joseph Hamond. 

Jno. Foster. Nathl. Byfield. 

Jno. Walley. Jas. Addington. 

Capt. Wm. Kidd, late Commander of ye Adventnre 
Galley, being arrived on Saturday last from Mada- 
gascar, and summoned this day Ijefore his Excy. and 
Council. The Board did not proceed upon any busi- 
ness of the Court, but after some time speut in taking 
u summary accompt from said Kidd of his proceedings. 
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&c., were adjourned unto to-morrow, at five of ye 
clock, post meridien. 

Capt. Win. Kidd, by command of His Excellency, 
having been summoned to appear before His Excy. 
and. Council this day, at five o'clock post meridien, to 
give an accompt of his proceedings in his late voyage 
to Madagascar, and parts adjacent, and other places, 
since his last departure from England in the Adven- 
ture Galley, with His Majesty's Eoyal Commission. 
The said Capt. Kidd accordingly appeared, and prayed 
His Lordship to allow him some time, and he would 
prepare a Narrative, in writing, of his proceedings, 
and present it to His Lordship and the Board. Time 
was granted him to prepare and bring in his narrative 
until to morrow at five o'clock, post meridien, as also an 
invoice of the lading on board y® Sloop andy® Ship, at- 
ested by himself and some of his principal ofiicers, with 
a list of y® names of y® men on board his Sloop and 
bhip, and of those that belonged to the Adventure 
Galley, which- he alledges refdsed to obey his com- 
mands, and evilly entreated him and deserted the 
Ship, and the Council was adjourned unto the said 
day and hour after Capt. Kidd had given a summary 
acct. of y® lading on board his Sloop now in port, and 
also on board the Ship left at Hispaniola. And His 
Excy. ordered Capt. Hamond, Deputy Collector, to 
put some waiters on board said Sloop at 5 o'clock, 
post meridian. Adjourned to to-morrow. 
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TuESDAT, 4th July, 1699. 

Capt. "Wm. Kidd, according to appointment, ap- 
peared with five of his company, who presented their 
affidavits in writing, under their hands, relating unto 
the said Kidd's proceedings, which was read at the 
Board. And the said five persons, after examination 
upon their said aflSdavits, and some further addition 
thereto made, were sworn to the same. His Excy. 
demanding of Capt. Kidd the narrative in writing of 
his proceedings, according to the order of yesterday, 
with the invoices of the Lading, both on board the 
Sloop and the Ship, attested by himself and some of 
his principal oflScers, and a list of the names of his 
men on board his Sloop and Ship, and of those that 
belonged to ye Adventure Galley, which he alledges 
refused to obey his commands, and evilly entreated 
him and deserted the ship. Said Kidd replyed he 
had not time sufficient to get them ready. A further 
time was granted him until to morrow at five in the 
evening, if his Excy. did not go out of town, otherwise 
unto nine o'clock on Thursday morning next, and the 
adjournment was made accordingly. 



Wednesday, 5th July, 1699. 

Capt. Kidd, by order of His Excy. and Council, ap- 
pearing again this day before that Board. They pro- 
ceeded not in any business of ye Court, but His Excy. 
having ordered said Kidd to appear before himself 
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and ye Board to morrow, at five o'clock in ye evening, 
to give a full narrative of his proceedings, &c. 

Thuesday, 6th July, 1699. 

Capt. Wm. Kidd not attending to present his narra- 
tive and other writings, according to appointment, 
was sent for, and being demanded to produce the 
same, he made answer he was not fully ready, but was 
drawing them up, and would attend His Fxcy. and 
the Board with them afternoon. AUedging he thought 
the time assigned him had been at five o'clock this 
evening. 

His Excellency communicated unto the Lt. Gover- 
nor, and some others of the Council, several letters 
which he had received from the Government of 
England, expressly requiring him to seize and secure 
the said Capt. Kidd and his accomplices, with their 
vessell and goods. Signifymg that they had com- 
mitted divers notorious Piracy's in the Seas of India, 
particularly in taking of a Ship named the Quidda 
Merchant, belonging to the subjects of the Mogul. 
"Whereupon it was advized that the said Capt. Kidd, 
with his companions, and their goods and treasure, 
should be forthwith seized and taken into custody. 
And His. Excy. ordered. That warrants be issued 
forthwith accordingly. Afterwards His Excy. ac- 
quainted the whole Board of his orders from England 
relating to Capt. Kidd. 

And the said Capt. Kidd and several of his com- 
pany being apprehended, some of them were had, 
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upon examination, before the Board. And a paper 
was presented to His Excy. by Mr. Thos. Newton, as 
Kidd's narrative of bis proceedings. 



Adjourned unto to morrow, 
at eight in the morning. 



} 



FRmAT, July 7, 1699. 

Advised and ordered, 

That Samuel Sewall, Nathl. 
Byfield, Jeremiah Dumar, Esq., Capt. Andrew Bel- 
cher, merchant, and Capt. Lawr. Hamond, Deputy 
Collector, be appointed and authorized to require and 
receive into their custody, all the goods, merchandize, 
and treasure, imported in the Sloop Antonio by Capt. 
William Kidd, lately commander of the Adventure 
Galley, and his accomplices, with the said Sloop, and 
to take a particular Inventory thereof, and to secure 
the same in such safe place and places as they shall 
think fit, until His Majesty's pleasure shall be known 
for the disposal of the same. 

Capt. William Kidd 
was brought before the Board and had upon examina- 
tion. 
Advised & Ordered, 

That the said Capt. Kidd be 
committed to Prison by mittimus, from some of the 
members of the Board, Justices of the Peace. 
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Tuesday, lltb July, 1699. 

Ciipt. William Kidd and his accomplices, lately 
apprehended within this Province for committing 
divers acts of Piracy, upon examination severally 
acknowledging and agreeing therein, that they left a 
Prize Ship, of the Burthen of Four Hundred Tuns or 
otherwise (which they took in the Seas of India) at 
Hispaniola, in the West Indies, safely moored in a 
Kiver there, under the charge of Henry Bolton and 
about eighteen or twenty men more, and a consider- 
able quantity of Bayle goods of India, Sugar, Salt- 
peter, Iron, &c., on board the same. 

His Excellency proposed to have the opinion of the 
Board about sending a ship of force to Hispaniola, for 
the secm*ing and bringing away the said Ship and 
Lading, left there by said Kidd and his company, the 
charge thereof to be answered and secured by the 
goods and treasure imported here by said Kidd and 
Company, now under seizure and in custody. 

Advised, That His Lordship do forthwith cause to 
be taken up, equipped, and manned for His Majesty's 
service, a suitable Ship, with good force to be em- 
ployed and despatched on the aforesaid affair, with 
the Sloop in which said Kidd and Company arrived 
here, to attend on the said Ship. "^ 

12 July, 1699. 

Robert Livingston, Esq., and Duncan Campbell and 
his wife being notified and required by order of the 
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Board to appear before the same at four o'clock this 
afternoon, to be severally examined of their know- 
ledge or information of embezelments, concealments, 
and disposal made by Capt. William Kidd and his 
Company, or any of them, of any Goods, Gold, Silver, 
or Treasure imported by them. 

The said Robert Livingston, Duncan Campbell and 
his wife accordingly appeared before the Board, and 
were severally examined upon oath concerning their 
knowledge or information of the said embezelments, &c. 



Monday, 17 July, 1699. 

Upon information given unto the Board, that Capt. 
"William Kidd lately committed for Piracy, is kept in 
the Prison keeper's house, and may probably find 
opportunity to make his escape thence. 

Ordered^ That the said Capt. Kidd be put into the 
Stone Prison, be Ironed, and Company kept from him. 

Belmont. 

Tuesday, July 25, 1699. 

Advised, that some pieces of Household Plate, 
brought from New York by Capt. Kidd's wife, seized 
with money and treasure in her custody, be restored 
unto her, and that the chest and wearing apparel 
belonging to the said Capt. Kidd, and the wearing 
apparel belonging to his Company be delivered unto 
him. 
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Tuesday, 6 Feby., 1699 (1700). 

His Excellency acquainted the Board that, by His 
Majesty's ship the Advice, arriving here on Saturday 
last, the 3d current, he had received several letters 
from England, which he would communicate unto 
them. And, accordingly, by His Excellency's order, 
the several letters hereafter mentioned, viz : 

A Letter from His Majesty, given at His 
Majtes. Court at Kensington, the eleventh day of De- 
cember last past. Importing that His Majesty's Ship 
the Rochester, during His Majesty's absence out of 
the Kingdom, having, by order of the Lords Justices, 
been sent to New England to bring home "William 
Kidd and the other Pirates, together with their Goods, 
Treasure, and Effects, and that the said Ship Ro- 
chester, after having proceeded five hundred leagues 
on her said voyage, being, by reason of the damage 
sustained, obliged to return to England, His Majesty's 
Ship the Advice was sent on that occasion; withal 
signifying His Majesty's Eoyal pleasure. That upon 
the arrival of the said Ship Advice, His Lordship do 
give effectual orders that William Kidd, and the rest 
of the prisoners apprehended in New England, on 
account of Piracies by them committed, be delivered 
to the Commander of the said Ship Advice, in order 
to be brought home in safe custody. And that the 
Goods, Treasure, and Effects, that have been taken 
from the said Pirates, be put on board the said Ship 
in order to be brought to England, under the care of a 
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fit person, to be appointed by His Lordship pursuant 
to the directions signified to His Lordship by th« Kt. 
Honorable the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury, and that His Majesty's further pleasure was, 
that His Lordship cause the said Ship Advice to be 
dispatched as soon as possible; and that all the 
evidence against the prisoners be at the same time 
sent in order to their prosecution. 
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The Council of Massachusetts appointed certain of 
their number as commissioners to recover the pro- 
perty which Kidd had brought into the country. The 
whole amount obtained, it is said, was about ten thou- 
sand pounds sterling in value. The most considerable 
portion had been left by Kidd with Mr. Gardiner, at Gar- 
diner's Island. Kidd went to Boston in a sloop called 
the Antonio, and stopped at this island. The reason for 
leaving with Mr. Gardiner so considerable an amount 
of property does not appear, unless it may be he was 
apprehensive as to the reception he might meet at the 
hands of the Earl of Bellamont. This treasure, left at 
Gardiner's Island, and the other property recovered by 
the Commissioners, was, in great part, doubtless, the 
foundation of the numerous stories and traditions in 
relation to the buried gold of this noted man. 

The following was the receipt and inventory of the 
property obtained at Gardiner's Island. 

" A true account of all such gold, silver, jewels, and 
merchandise, late in the possession of Captain William 
Kidd, which have been seized and secured by us in 
pursuance of an order from his Excellency, Eichard, 
Earl of Belmont, bearing date July 7, 1699 : 

"Keceived, the l7th instant, of Mr. John Gar- 
diner, viz : 

Oz. 

1. One bag of dust-gold - - - 63| 

2. One bag of coined gold - - - 11 

" one in silver - - - 124 

3. One bag of dust-gold ... 24| 

4. One bag of silver rings and sundry precious stones 4} 
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Or. 

5. One bag of unpolished stones ^ •» J2i 

6. One piece of crystal,' cornelian rings^ two agates, 

two amethysts. 

7. One bag of silver buttons and lamps. 



8. One bag of broken silver 

9. One bag of gold bars 

10. One bag of gold bars 

1 1 . One bag of dust-gold 

12. One bag of silver bars 



173i 
3534 
238i 
59 i 
309 

" Samuel Sewell, 
'* Nathaniel Btfield, 
" Jeremiah Pummeb, 
" Andrew Belcher;" 
** Commissioners.^^ 



To Mia Edocdhnoy the EarU of Belmont^ Captain 
Gemral and Governor in Chief of Mia Majesty^ a 
JProvhices of the Massachusetts Bay^ New Yorke^ 
<&c.y in America^ cmd of the Territories thereon 
depending^ and Vice Admiral of the same. 

The Petition of Sarah Kxdd, the wife of Capt. "Wm. 
Eidd, humbly sheweth, 

That on the sixth day of July, inst., some of the 
Magistrates and Officers of this place, came into your 
Petitioner's lodgings, at the house of Duncan Camp- 
bell, and did there seize, and take out of her Trunk, a 
Silver Tankard, a Silver Mugg, Silver Porringer, 
Spoons, Forks, and other pieces of Plate, and two 
hundred and sixty pieces of eight ; your Petitioners 
|olo an4 proper Plate and Money, brought with her 
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from New Torke, whereof she has had the possession 

for several years last past, as she can truly make oath ; 

out of which said truuk was also took Twenty-five 

English Crowns, which belonged to your Petitioner's 

maid. 

The premises and most deplorable condition of Tour 

Petitioner considered, She humbly entreats your 

Honour's Justice, That return be made of the said 

Plate and Money. 

Sabah Ejdd. 
18 July, 1699. 

In Council, July 18, 1699. 
Advised, That Mrs. Eidd making oath that -she 
brought the plate and money above mentioned from 
New Torke with her, it be restored unto her, as also 
that Capt. Kidd and Company's wearing apjTarrel, 
under seizure, be returned to them. 

To Sid Excy. tJie Earle of Belmont^ Ca/pt. Gen. & 
Gov. of His Mageaty^a Colonies of y* MassachuaeUs 
Bay^ in New JSngV'.^ and to the honourable 
y^ Council. 

The Petition of Sarah Kidd, humbly sheweth. 
That y« Petitioner's husband, Capt. William Kidd, 
being committed unto the Common Gaole, in Boston, 
for Pyracie, and under streight durance, as also in 
want of necessary assistance, as well as from your 
petitioner's affection to her husband, humbly prays 
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thtt your Excellency and Council will be pleased to 
permit the said Sarah Kidd to have communication 
with her husband for his relief in such due season and 
manner as by your Excellency and Council may be 
thought fitt and prescribed, t3 which your petitioner 
shall thankfully conform herself and eter pray, &c. 

Sarah Ejdd. 
Boston, 26 July, 1699. 
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